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Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Madison, December 10, 1865. 
To Ei$ Excelltncy, James T. Lewis, 

Governor of Wisconsin : 

Sib : — I have the honor to transmit herewith the Seventeenth Annual 
Beport from this Department, including statistical information in regard 
to colleges, academies and seminaries, so far as reports could bejobtained 
at this office. 

To the Report an appendix is added, containing special reports from 
county superintendents so far as received. 

I am; sir, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

JNO. G. MoMYNN, 

SuperintenderU o/Puhlic Instruction. 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



To the Legislature of Wisconsin: 

Gentlemen : — The following statistical statement of attendance, teach- 
ers, taxes, etc., obtained from the annual reports of county superintend- 
ents, made as required by section 98, of the school code, will present, in 
an intelligible manner, the princ^al facts relating to the public schools 
of the state, for the year 1865 : 

GENERAL STATISTICS. 

Number of counties reported, 57 

do towns reported, 771 

do whole districts, 3,806 

......do parts of districts, 1,738 

do districts not reported, 121 

do parts of districts not reported, 60' 

Whole nnmber of children over 4 and under 20 years of age,... 336,682 

Number of different pupils who attended the public schools, 228, 067 

do days' attendance of different pupils in the public schools,.. 14, 681, 167 

Ayersge number of days the schools were taught, 184}. 

Per cent, of attendance of number registered, 60 

do do entitled to school priyileges, 88 

Number of different persons employed as teachers, 7,682 

iLyerage wages of male teachers per month, $86 46 

do female teachers per month, 22 24 

State fund apportioned, 161,816 84 

Total am't expended during the year and on hand August 31 1,066,101 83 

The foregoing embraces the salient facts relating to our public schools' 
for the past year. They indicate progress. For fuller infonxiation, ref- 
erence may be made to the tables found in the appendix. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

There is a decrease in the number of districts in the state since the date 
of the last report of 352. This is, in part, owing to consolidation, and is, 
BO far, a gratifying fact. Some districts have become disorganized from 
causes originating in the late war, and in others no schools were support- 
ed and hence no reports were made. 



The policy of coDaolidation of districts is to be commended, and town 
boards of supervisors can do much to promote the interests of education 
by refusing to divide those at present organized, without urgent reasons. 
By uniting districts, when it is practicable, thej diminish the per cent, 
of taxation necessary to support the schools, as well as strengthen them 
in many respects. 

Hundreds of districts in the state are too small to support good schools, 
and hence there arises a necessity for employing the cheapest teachers, 
who usually teach the dearest schools. The convenience of having the 
school house so situated that children have to walk but a short distaace 
in order to reach it, is a very poor compensation for a waste of time after 
entering it. It is far better for a child, old enough to attend school, to 
walk two or even three miles to reach a good school, than to walk less, if 
the latter involves being under the influence and instruction of a teacher 
whose only qualification is that "he teaches cheap." 



ATTENDANCE. 

There are 11,948 more scholars reported as attending the public schools 
this year than last. The whole number of members is Gt> per cent, of 
the whole number over 4 and under 20 years of age in the state. Ex- 
cluding those less than 4 and over 20 years of age, who have been regis- 
tered, we find that 65 per cent, of the whole number drawing public 
money have attended school some part of the time. 

The number less than 4 years of age who have been registered is 1,252. 
"When we consider the face that no child ought to attend school before he 
is six years of age, and that every day spent there before he is five is 
<ietrimental to him, we can but regret the ignorance on the part of pa- 
rents, which this item of the reports brings to view. We have reason to 
believe that the number is much greater than is reported, for intelligent 
teachers and school officers uniformly refuse to register those less than 
four years of age, and hence parents who are so inconsiderate as to send 
their children to school thus early, are not careful in respect to the state- 
ments made as regards their age. 

The reports show that 1,523 over twenty years of ago have attended 
school some portion of the time. 

The average length of time the public schools have been kept during 
the past year is 14 days more than it was last year. The time required 
by law is 66 days, and the average number of days each school has been 
taught during the past year is 134J, or more than twice the number re:- 
quired by law. This fact would seem, to warrant a change in the law. 
Three months school is lebs time than is required by any other northern 
state as old as Wisconsin, as a condition of receiving a portion of the in- 
come of the school fund, and the same reasons, thvt induced the legisla- 
ture to require that a school should be maintained three months, would 
now seem to justify a requirement of five. Seventeen years have parsed 
since the present law was enacted, and the ability of the people to meet 
the expenses of education has at least quadrupled within that time, acd it 



is believed that a law requiring that a school shall be taught not less, 
than one hundred days during the year, in order to entitle the district to 
a share of the annual apportionment of the income of the school fund, 
wonld be generally and heartily approved. 

The following table shows^ for each year since the present school sys- 
tem went into operation, (1), the total number of children in the state 
over four and under twenty years of age ; (2), the total number having 
attended the public schools some portion of the year; (3), the per cent, of 
attendance as compared with the whole number of school age ; and, (4), the 
average number of days schools have been taught : 
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From the above table it appears, that during the seventeen years 
covered by the reports, there has been an average of nxiy-four out of each 
hundred of school age who have attended the public shools during a part 
of the year. The actual daily attendance cannot be accurately calculated 
for the past seventeen years, but for the present year it is fi^y per cent: 
of the number registered; that is of the sixty- six pupils registered for 
each hundred of school age, there was an average daily attendance of 
thirty-three during the 134^ days the schools were in operation. Or to 
state the fact in other words, there has been an average attendance of 
thirty^three children in the schools during each of the 134^ days the 
schools were in session, for each 100 who were over four and under 
twenty years of age. From this it appears, that taking one day with 
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anotlier, during the six months the schools are open, the number of 
children who are not in the public schools, is to the number who are, as 
2 is to 1. This result would be but little modified, should the number 
attending private schools be taken into account 



TEACHERS. 

Until 1862 there was no reliable report showing the number of teach- 
ers employed in the public schools of the state. The numbers since that 
year are as follows : 



Year. 



1862, 
1868, 
1864, 
1866, 



Males. 



2,438 
1,894 
1,704 
2,222 



Females. 



4,686 
6,509 
6,875 
6,810 



Total. 



7,069 
7,403 
7,679 
7,632 



An increase in the number of female teachers, on account of the war, 
was to be expected. Still, the increase is less than was generally suppose 
ed, and there has been an increas^e in the number of male teachers during 
1865 of 518. The demand for teachers is at present greater than the 
supply. Hundreds of persons possessing very limited attainments are 
employed, not because the people are indifferent to their qualifications, 
but because the school houses would be unoccupied, if only those fitted 
were selected as teachers^ 

During the past year there have been granted 7,082 certificates. Of 
these, 59 were of the firxt grade, 195 of the second grade, and 6,828 of 
the third grade ; reported as follows : 





1st Grade. 


2d Grade. 


3d Grade. 


Total. 


Male teaehers 


86 
23 


64 
131 


1,990 
4,838 


2,090 
4,992 


Female teachers,. 




Total, 


59 


195 


6,828 


7,082 





The highest, or first grade certificate is granted on examination in Or- 
thoepy, Orthography, Reading, Penmanship, Intelleetual and Written 
Arithmetic, Grammar, Geography, Physiology, Physical Geography, 
Algebra, History of the United States, Natural Philosophy, Geometry, 
and Theory and Art of Teaching. 



The names of those who received first grade certificates, and the coan« 
ties in which they were granted are as follows : 



Gentlemen. 



Counties. 



Ladies. 



Counties. 



Thaddeus Lamon, 

N. £. Goldthwaite,.... 
S. A. McWilliams,.... 
H. A. Wentf,.. 

A. J.Howland. 

N. P. Oage,..'. 

Maurice McEenner,.. 

B. PaTenport, , 

Conrad Matter, , 

D. G. Green , 

W^in. Aneni, 

E. Parmilee, 

J. M. Osborn, , 

F.C.Atwell, 

Peter Conlan, 

P. B. Gannon, 

John Richards, 

Charles Holmes, 

Wm. H. Mcintosh,.... 

N. B. Carver, 

Irring R. Spooner,.... 

Ii. H. Warren, 

J. N. Wells, 

S.M. White, 

T. H. Earle, 

M. W. Martin, 

Wm. B. Mumbrue, 

J. M. Jackson, 



Columbia 

Dane, 2d District. 
Dodge,.. ..do... 

Dunn 

Eau Claire 

Fond du Lac..., 

do 

Green 

do 

Jefferson 

La Fayette 

do 

do s*. 

Marathon, 

Milw'kee,lstDist 

Ozaukee 

Portage... 

Racine 

do 

Richland- 

Rock, 2d Dist.. 
Trempealeau... 

Waukesha. 

do 

Waupaca 

do 

do 

Wood 



Ellen E. Merrill,...., 

E. H. Hooker,... 

Jennie Trowbridge,... 

Eliza Sawyer, 

Minerra Perry, 

Mattie S. North, 

L. E. Cooper, 

Augusta Kidder, 

Louisa J. Scrlbner,. 
Laura L. Wilson,.... 

Phebe R. Rose, 

Anna Eennada, 

Juliette HoUister,... 

Nellie Smith, 

Amanda Enoz, 

Annie Langton, 

Fannie Jeffreys, 

Sarah Megran, , 

J. M. Swartz, 

Ellen J. Merritt, 

Jane C. Boyee, 

Mary M. Cox, , 

Mary G. Sherman,.. 
Mary C. Nelson,..,.. 



Columbia. 
Dane, 2d Dist. 
Dodge, 2d Dist. 
Dodge, 2d Dist. 
Dodge, 2d Diet. 
Dodge, 2d Dist. 
Eau Claire. 
Eau Claire. 
Fond du Lac. 
Grant. 
La Fayette. 
La Fayette. 
La Fayette. 
La Pointe. 
La Pointe. 
Milw'kee,lstDi8t 
Milw'kee,l8tDist 
Portage. 
Racine. 
Rock, 2d Dist. 
Rock, 2d Dist. 
Sfc. Croix. 
Walworth. 
Waukesha. 



It should be observed that the teachers of schools in cities and inoor^* 
rated villages are generally examined by boards of education or oity 
superintendents, and no report of the examination is made to this office, 
hence the names of some of our best teachers do not appear in the above 
list. In some cases county superintendents have failed to report the 
names of those examined ; this will explain the fact that less than 59 
names are given in the table. 



TEACHERS' WAGES. 



There has been an increase in the monthly wages paid for teaching, 
during the past year, which shows an appreciation oF, and liberality 
towards the teaohers of our public schools. The numerous applioationa 
made to this office for well qualified teachers, show that there is a desire on 
the part of the people, in many of the villages, to employ and liberally 
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pay thofie vbo are fitted by education and experience to take charge of 
union or graded ischools. It has been found quite impossible, howerer, 
to answer these applications fayorably. 

The following table shows the monthly wages paid to teachers since 
1849, and the ratio of the wages of female teachers to those of male 
teachers : 



Year. 



1849, 
1860, 
1851, 
1852, 
1858, 
1854, 
1855, 
1856, 
1857, 
1858, 
1859, 
1860, 
1861, 
1862, 
1868, 
1864, 
1865, 



I^Iale. 


Female. 


$16 22 


$6 92 


17 14 


8 97 


17 15 


8 86 


16 88 


8 64 


18 17 


9 94 


18 76 


11 00 


28 10 


12 08 


26 38 


13 80 


24 60 


16 16 


27 02 


14 92 


22 98 


14 29 


24 20 


15 80 


23 01 


14 62 


26 82 


15 82 


27 11 


16 81 


32 89 


19 43 


36 45 


22 24 



Ratio, 
per ct. 

45 
t2 
43 
54 
50 
60 
52 
54 
62 
56 
63 
63 
63 
61 
62 
60 
61 



SCHOOL TAXES. 



The following is a statement of the aggregate valuations of real and 
personal property, and of the amounts raised for school purposes during 
each of the past ten years. 



Year. 



1855,. 
1866,. 
1857, . 
1858,. 
1859, . 
I860,. 
1861, . 
1862, . 
1863, . 
1864,. 



Aggregate yaluation 
of property in the 
State. 



$87,500,000 
160,000,000 
160,000,000 
176,000,000 
168,620,233 
184, 062, 636 
180, 984, 354 
182,607,222 
153, 071, 773 
152,652,752 



Amount raised for 
School purposes. 



$90, 192 67 
72, 604 88 
128, 161 04 
147,919 66 
464,261 42 
402, 766 23 
723, 180 26 
679,798 94 . 
821,859 78 
908, 152 04 



Amount 
per dol. 



MiUs. 
1 
i 

8 

2? 

I* 
8| 

6^* 



Until 1860 the reports of school officers were very inaccurate. The 
blanks were then so modified as to render the reports much more reliable. 



The amount raised by taxation and received from other sources, for the 
support of schools during the past year, is $1,055,101 33, as will he seen 
from the following summary of the financial statistics of the county super- 
intendents' reports : 



Taxes for building and repairing, 

Taxes for fuel and incidentals, 

Taxes for teachers' wages, i. 

Taxes for apparatus, 

Taxes for libraries, 

Taxes to pay old indebtedness, 

Income of the school fund, •••.. 

Taxes levied by town meetings 

Taxes levied by boards of supeiYlsors,.. 

Tuition of non resident pupils, 

From all other sources,... 

For building and repairing, 

For fuel and incidentals, 

For services of male teachers, 

FoT services of female teachers, 

For apparatus, etc....... 

For libraries, etc., 

For old indebtedness, 

For school furniture, 

For registers, records, etc., 

For aU other purposes, 



Money on hand August 31, 1864,. 
Money on hand August 31, 1865,. 
Error in reports, 



Receipts. 



$90, 649 84 

74,861 18 

388,627 76 

8, 786 18 

1,814 01 

20, 390 66 

134, 148 87 

61,804 04 

108, 776 44 

6,206 09 

47, 692 64 



$932, 256 61 
122, 846 72 



$1,066,101 33 



Disbursements. 



$86,420 06 

91, 968 98 

189,614 89 

471,267 60 

4,626 60 

2,111 99 

30, 146 32 

6,992 64 

2.923 42 

27)261 60 



$913,22:;: 85 



130,441 85 
11,437 18 



$1,056,101 33 



No reports relating to finances were received from the 1st District of 
Dodge county, nor from Burnett, Polk and St. Croix counties. 

The reports forwarded by the Superintendents of Adams, Ashland, 
Buffalo, Calumet, Columbia, Door, Douglas, Juneau, Kenosha, Manito- 
woc^ Ist District Milwaukee, Oconto, Pierce, Eacine, 1st District Rock, 
Sheboygan, Vernon and Waupaca were balanced, and were therefore re- 
garded as reliable. 

The summary presented can be regarded only as an [approximation to- 
wards an accurate statement of the school expenses for the past school 
year. In respect to one item it will be observed there is a mistake of 
$17,667 47. This is in reporting the receipts from the apportionment of 
1865, and yet, there is no part of the report required of the District 
Clerks less difficult to render properly than this. The inference from the 
reports rendered by County Superintendents, is, that many District 
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Boards do not keep their accounts in such a manner as to enable the clerks 
to state the sources and amount of receipts, and the objects and amount of 
expenditures during the year. From only eighteen of the sixty-one 
County Superintendents, haye the financial reports been correct, or relia* 
ble. No blame can attach to the county superintendents, inasmuch as 
their reports are compiled from those bf town clerks, and the reports of 
town clerks are made up of the reports of district clerks. 

The latter, then, are responsible for the errors reported to this office, 
and without greater care and more system in keeping their accounts, notli« 
ing reliable can be known in regard to school expenses. 

There has been raised during the past year by tax, for school purposes, 
$2 70 for each child over 4 and under 20 years of age, and $i 07 for each 
person registered as a member of the public schools. 

The amount raised, divided by the average daily attendance, will show 
that for each person attending school 134| days there has been a tax of 
18 10. If the amount of tax raised for permanent improvements be ex- 
cluded from the estimate, and only the amount raised for teachers' wages 
and incidental expenses be considered, we find the following result : 

Axerage tax for tuition of each pupil in actual attendance, the ayer- 

age nnmberof days during which schools were taught, $6 73 

Ayerage tax for tuition of each person registered, 3 87 

Assuming the whole sum expended for educational purposes, at 
11,075,000, which is rather below than above the true amount, we find the 
following result: 

Average amount expended for each person oyer 4 and under 20 years of age,..$3 20 

Ayerage amount expended for each person registered, 4 82 

Average amount expended for each person in attendance during the ayerage 
time schools were taught, 9 60 

It will be observed that the tax required to support those who are reg- 
btered, but who are absent a portion of the time the^schools are in session 
is one of the largest paid by the people of the state. The direct cost of 
irregularity and absenteeism is about one-half the whole cost, or, in other 
words, fifty cents of each dollar expended for educational purposes is wast- 
ed by providing school houses and teachers for those who need but do not 
use them. The facts developed by our school returns will, we think, lead 
to the conclusion that in no other department of human labor is there such 
needless waste of both time and money as in the management of our pub- 
He schools. 

SCHOOL HOUSES AND SCHOOL HOUSE SITES. 

The number of public school houses is 4,338; accommodating 241,593 
pupils. The increase in number of school houses during the past year is 
152. There are 370 built of stone or brick. The number having out- 
houses in good condition is 1,418. There are 517 still without black- 
boards, and only 750 are furnished with outline maps. 3,943 are not 
provided with clocks . 
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In regard to sites tlie reports show 3,45^ containing less than one acre, 
and only 691 well enclosed. 

The cash yaluo of school houses is $1,455,322 20 

The cash value of sites, 214,447 86 

$1,669,770 06 

There are buildings in twenty counties valued each at $5,000 or more. 
The building valued highest is in Milwaukee, its estimated worth being 
$21,000. In the appendix will be found more detailed information. 

With increase of wealth there is a desire for better school houses in 
most parts of the state. The people understand that ease and comfort 
are essential to the progress of their children in study. During the past 
year many school houses were built that indicate both intelligence and 
taste. Most of our cities and large villages are provided with school 
buildings that reflect credit upon the State. In some instances these 
buildings are furnished in a becoming manner. The aisles are carpeted, 
the windows curtained and the walls adorned with maps, charts and pic- 
tures. The number of such buildings is increasing year by year. It is, 
however, not to be denied, that there are still in existence hundreds of 
buildings, of forbidding appearance, and in a dilapidated condition, used 
for school purposes, where children are gathered and subjected to all the 
pernicious influences that furniture illy constructed, rooms poorly warmed, 
liglited and ventilated, walls begrimed with dirt, and wiadows broken 
and uncurtained, can exert. The indifierence of parents to these things 
is as disgraceful as it is inexplicable. The dislike that children feel 
toward school is too often the effect of causes that parental interest and 
attention could easily remove. To willingly sit and study in such school 
rooms as a few we have visited during the past year, would argue a degree 
of apathy that children, fortunately, seldom reach. 

The reports received at this ofBce show that more than two- thirds of 
the outhouses belonging to the public schools are in bad condition. In 
some instances these are entirely wanting. Providing these necessary 
buildings would seem to be only heeding the simplest dictates of decency. 
It is to be regretted that county superintendents do not possess the power 
of compelling district boards to remove the disgrace that the lack of these 
brings upon our common schools. Eefinement and purity are not easily 
rooted out of the minds and hearts of children, but there are some assaults 
that it is difficult for even innate feelings to withstand. 

The small number of sites that are suitably inclosed is by no means 
creditable to the people of the state. The influence of pleasant surroun- 
dings is understood by all intelligent people. Were our children, while 
at school, accustomed to planting and protecting trees and shrubbery, a 
taste would be developed that would produce good results in after life. 

Much money is wasted in building school houses without any suitable 
plan from which to work. No building cobmittee should attempt to 
build until they have obtained carefully prepared designs and drawings of 
the proposed building. These, after careful examination, may be modi- 
fied so as to conform to the views of the committee. Unless the plan is 
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oompleted before work is commenced, the cost of extras will ten times ex- 
ceed the cost of all the drawings necessary. Besides, many of our school 
houses are built by contract, and if there are no drawings, or if those pro- 
Tided arc imperfect, the building committee fplace themselves completely 
in the power of the builder. Every architect knows that no contract can 
be 80 expressed in words without the aid of well drawn plans, as to pre- 
clude the builder from doing the work for ten percent, less than it should 
cost, and yet not violate the terms of agreement. 

We visited several school buildings during the past summer, which 
cost from $5,000 to $20,000 each, that are so illy arranged, as regards 
blackboards, desks, wardrobes, recitation rooms, means of warming and 
ventilation, as to be comparatively unfit for school purposes, and yet an 
expenditure of a small sum for plans prepared by a good archi- 
tect would have provided conveniences that hundreds of dollars cannot 
now secure. District Boards contemplating building, are invited to cor- 
respond with this D2partment,and such information will be given and sug- 
gestions made, as may be useful in those cases where an architect cannot 
be conveniently consulted. 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS NOT INCORPORATED. 

The number of private unincorporated schools reported is eight less 
than in 1864. The following statement is compiled from the reports of 
the present year : 

Number of priyate unincorporated schools in the state, 228 

Number of pupils registered who haye not attended a district school during 

the year, 7,986 

Average number in daily attendance, 5,864 

Number of teachers employed, 242 

The imperfect returns render a statement of the average length of time 
such schools were in session, impossible. Indeed, there is little reliance to 
be placed upon the reports in regard to this class of schools. They, as a 
general thing, mitke uo reports, and not being under the supervision of 
any school officer, it is difficult to obtain information concerning them. 
Au the facts relating to them, so far as known in this office, will be found 
in the appendix. 
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ACADEMIES, SEMINARIES AND INSTITUTES. 



The following table embraces such facts in regard to this class of schools 
as have been reported : 

Abstract of Reports of Academies, Seminaries, etc, for 1865. 



Corporate name of 
Institution. 


Name of place 
where located. 


Name of Principal 
or Preceptress. 


i 

*3 

s. 

O 
«^ 

o 

j 

1B54 

IBiiu 

i&ui; 

1S&(> 

\%m 

1857 
1854 
1856 
181" 


1 

ea 

i 
o 

"^ 

o 
d 

9 
8 
2 
26 
8 
8 
5 
4 
7 
6 
8 
4 


i 

to 

1 

d 

1 

QQ 
d 

262 

169 

56 

126 

110 

75 

216 

230 

292 

50 

200 

60 

29 

75 


1 
a 

9 

7 
3 

20 
5 

40 
8 


1 
1 

.a 

a 


Albion Academy...... 

Ba.ra.hoo Col. Instit.. 


Albion 


Rev. A. R. Cornwall, 
Prof. E. F. Hobart,.. 

Miss B. Bassett, 

Regena Malquena,.. 

Prof. G.W. Case, 

Prof. J. R, Hanan,.... 

Rev. H. Colman, 

Prof. John J. Copp,.. 
Rev. W. C. Whitford, 
Miss Grace P. Jones, 
Prof. G.M.Guernsey, 

Prof. S. A. Hall, 

Rev. M. Pope, 

Prof. S.M. White,... 


$15,000 
3,000 
2,500 

15,000 

10,000 
5,000 

10,000 
2,500 

15,000 
4,200 

25,000 


Baraboo, 


Dft,rA.Vkno Fern 8em .. 


Baraboo, 


T^entnn Fein. Acad.... 


Benton, 


Branson Institute, ... 
"DiiTAnd Institute 


Point Bluff, 

Durand, 


EvansTille Seminary, 
Lancaster Institute,.. 

Milton Academy, 

Oconomoiroc Sem.,... 
Platteville Academy, 
Waterloo Academy,.. 
Waukesha Seminary, 
Wesleyan Seminary, 


Evansville, 

Lancas ter 


Milton, 


Oconomowoc, 

Platteville, 


Waterloo 


Waukesha, 

West Eau Claire, 


iHil. 8 
IH.iii'i 8 








2,000 


Total 




|81 


1950 


78 


$109,200 






I 



There are, probably, schools not embraced in the foregoing table that 
ought to have been reported. The German English Academy of Mil- 
waukee is omitted, but it is well known to be admirably managed by its 
accomplished piincipal and eflGicient board of trustees. The course of 
study is practical, and its discipline excellent. It possesses a cabinet well 
arranged and sufficiently extensive for purposes of instruction, and the 
school is doubtless one of the best in the West. 

No reports are received from the high schools, containing definite infor- 
mation in regard to them. They are included in the general report. 
There are schools of this class in Beloit, Berlin, Delavan, Fond du Lac, 
Janesville, Kenosha, Oshkosh, Portage, Kacine and Waupun which are 
inferior Jto none in the state. It is to this class of schools and to our 
academies that we must look for the training that is to fit our young men 
for the practical pursuits of life. Every city and village ought to found 
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a higb school as soon as practicable^ io complement its primary and 
grammar schools, and many of the thickly settled towns of the state could, 
with great advantage, make provision for educating their children by 
founding central schools of a grade higher than the ordinary public 
schools. 

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES. 

There arc nine colleges and universities in the state. Ea 'h has been 
struggling for a right to live ; and several, it is hoped, have secured it. 
Some are endowed, and thus give promise of future usefulness. While 
these endowments are small, in comparison with those of older institu- 
tions, they nevertheless show an appreciation of higher culture. A large 
number of those attending this class of schools are members of the pre- 
paratory departments. Until the High Schools and Academies shall fit 
boys to enter upon the collegiate course, the preparatory departments of 
the colleges cannot be dispensed with, but it is believed that the day of 
small things is passing away, and that the higher institutions will soon 
bd relieved of work that does not legitimately belong to them. 

The need of higher education begins to be felt by the people of the 
state. If our public schools are to realize the hopes indulged in regard to 
them, they must be energized by influences originating above and not be- 
low them. This is the law of educational development. In the past his- 
tory of our state there is found little evidence of general interest in higher 
education. Nor is this surprising, when the social condition of a new 
state is considered. The first v.ork to be done is to subdue nature, and 
provide for physical well being, to clear the land, to make roads, to build 
houses, and to provide such institutions as are indispensable te the ezis- 
tence*of society. Education was early recognized as a prime necessity,but 
it was that kind of education essential to society in an undeveloped state, 
but, with increased wealth and diversified pursuits we may look for a wi- 
der popnlar sympathy with intellectual culture, and a more efficient sup- 
port of higher institutions of learning. The wide spread sympathy with 
popular education and popular literature, which we observe, must culmi- 
nate in a desire for systematic and generous culture. The opinion that 
our public schools can meet the educational wants of the state is both 
fallacious and mischievous. In them are taught those things necessary 
to be known by every member of the community. They do not rise above 
the average intelligence of the people ; they are the exponents of the 
average at diflferent times. They do not represent the attainments of the 
most advanced members of the community on the one hand, nor the ignor- 
ance and prejudice of the least advanced on the other. But society should 
be progressive. This implies the discovery of new truths and their ap- 
plication to the needs of humanity. But new truths are the result of 
long study and calm reflection. They are revealed to but few at first. 
Necessary to their discovery are libraries, museums, apparatus. These, 
with learned men, constitute a college or university. Opposition* to insti- 
tutions that afford leisure and facilities for research and study, betrays a 
lack of sympathy with the progress of society, as well a3 a want of knowl- 
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edge of the conditions of its advancement. It is the duty of the state to 
cherish and aid its higher institutions, for it thereby most effectaally se- 
cures the prosperity of all. This may not be the most propitious time 
to consider the claims of these schools, but there is little doubt that when 
the time arrives, their importance to the prosperity of the state will se- 
cure for them a favorable consideration. 

The following is an abstract of the reports in regard to colleges and 
universities returned by county superintendents : 
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SCHOOL FUND. 

The amounts belonging to the productiye portion of the school fund, on 
the 30th day of September, 1865, were as follows : 

Amount due on land sold on certificates, $676,087 11 

Amount due on mortgages, 289, 122 75 

Amonnt of certificates of state indebtedness, 897,000 00 

Amount of state bonds, 103,700 00 

Fund bearing 7 per cent, interest, $1,964,859 86 



The condition of this fund on the 30th day of September, 1864, was as 
follows : 

Amount due on land sold on certificates, $861, 217 50 

Amount due on mortgages, i. ........ 671, 185 90 

Amount of certificates of stat^indebtedness, 616,800 00 

Amount of state bonds, 103,700 00 

Amount of swamp land certificates and loans, 66,070 09 

Fund bearing 7 per cent, interest, $2,118,423 56 



The revenue accruing to the i^'chool fund from the sales of swamp lands 
previous to June 1st, 1865, was, by chapter 537 of the laws of lb65, abol- 
ished ; and in lieu thereof, twenty-five per cent, of the income of the . 
normal school fund is to be annually apportioned with the income of the 
school fund, until such income shall reach the sum of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. Under the provisions of the act referred to there has been 
transferred from the productive school fund of 1864 to the normal school 
fund $248,460 00. This amount did not belong to the school fund on 
account of sales of school lands, but was the net proceeds of money trans- 
ferred from sales of swamp and selected lands to the school fund and 
loaned m 1857 and 1858. 

There is a decrease in t'\ie amount due on lands sold on certificates, of 
$186,180 46 ; and in the amount due on mortgages of $282,013 15, mak- 
ing $468,193 61. This arises from payments and forfeitures exceeding 
the loans to individuals during the year. All loans made from this fund 
during the past year have been made to the state. This is indicated by an 
increase of $280,700 in certificates of state indebtedness, which is $87,- 
493 71 less than the decrease on individual loans. Adding to this the sum 
of $66,070 09 reported last year as due on swampland loans and certifi- 
cates, and we have $153,563 80 as the decrease in the productive portion 
of the school fund for the past year. . 

If one-fourth of the normal school fund be added to the school fund, the 

28UPT. 
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total amouDt, the income from which will be apportioned in June next, 
M follows : 

Amount due on land sold on certificaies, $675,087 11 

Amount due on mortgages, 289. ISS 75 

Amount due on certificates of state indebtedness, 897, OOO 00 

Amount due on state bonds, 108, 700 00 

One quarter of the normal school fund, 146, 645 46 

Total, $2,118,506 32 



The school fund, as reported by the superintendents of public instraction 
for the past eeyenteen years, is as follows : 

1849, $8,500 00 

1850...... 538,094 41 

1851, 765, 109 49 

1862, 819,200 50 

1853, 1,141,804 28 

1854, 9. 1,670,258 77 

1855, 1,897,269 80 

1856, 1,859,242 82 

1857, 2,007,944 15 

1858, 2, 845, 846 84 

1859, 2, 786, 767 08 

1860, 2,339,694 49 

1861, 2,458,851 49 

3862, 2,219,905 69 

1868, 2,262,466 15 

1864, 2,118,428 56 

1865, 2,118,506 82 



It will be seen that the fund reached its maximum in 1858, since which 
time it has annually decreased, except in 1861 and 1863f The loss to the 
productive fund has now reached 1732,340 02. Of course, this loss is 
not absolute. As the productive fund diminishes, the non-productive fund 
increases, but, there is reason to think that a large part of the apparent 
loB8,above mentioned, is real, on account of the worthless security that 
loans were based upon during the first ten years of the administration of 
the fund. The manner of investing the trust funds of the state, at pre- 
sent adopted, precludes the possibility of loss, and it is hoped that not 
another dollar may ever be loaned to individuals. If the past shall ren- 
der us wiser for the futurCi it will in some degree, compensate us for the 
humiliation, although it cannot remove the disgrace which every honest 
citizen feels as he reviews the early history of the common school fund of 
thar^taie, 

ThenonprodnctiTe portion of the Bohool fund consists of 16th secticn 
lands and the 500,000 acre tract.' 
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On the Both of September, 1865, of the lands owned by the state, the 
number of acres belonging to the ^School Fund was as follows: 



State lands forfeited, 

State lands unsold, 

State lands never offered,.. 

Total numl^er of acres. 



1€th ssction. 



No. Acres. 



807, 378 00 

105,036.00 

40.00 



412,453.00 



500, OOU 

ACBB TBACT. 



No. Acres. 



102, 628. 00 



102,628.00 



Total 

Number of 

Acres. 



410,006.00 

106,036.00 

40. 00 



516,081.00 



The number of acres forfeited for the year ending September 30, 1865 
was 25,740.65. 

The dues on forfeited mortgaged lands at the same date were 8144,758. 
98,'aiid the payments on certificates during the last fiscal year amounted to 
$143,089 49. 

Various estimates as to the probable amount that the common school 
fund would ultimately r^ch, have, from year to year, been prepared. In 
1849 the amount it would probably reach, was estimated by the Superin- 
tendant of Public Instruction, at 85,119,985 52. In 1850 another esti- 
mate changed it to $5,301,943 44. As late as 1858 the annual report from 
this department contained a carefully prepared estimate, fixing the sum 
at $4,733,604 44. In 1860 my predecessor reduced this sum to $3,234,- 
156 96, and in his report for 1861 increased it to $3,554,632 74, and in 
1862, after a careful estimate made by the school land commissioners, the 
fund productive and prospective was estimated at $3,480,196 95. 

There is no doubt that these estimates were made with due care, but 
certainly, an estimate that would now fix the school fund, both present 
and prospective, at $3,000,000 could scarcely be considered moderate. 
Were the dues on Forfeited Mortgaged Lands all paid, and should the 
fund realize $1 25 per acre for all lands belonging to it, the amount would 
be but $2,763,475 84 or little more than half the estimate of Hon- K 
Boot, made in 1850. 



The Transactions in the ScJnol Fund for the fiscal year ending September 
30th, 1865, as shown by the Report of the Secretary of ^tate, were as 
follows : 



Sales,.. 
DaeSy.. 



LoaDB, 

Penalty and advertising,... 

Fines, ., 

Taxes, 

U. 8. for 5 per cent., due on sales of public lands,. 

Refunded from Brown county,.. , 

Transferred from school fund income, 



Adams county, delinquent tax, . 

Ashland, do 

Brown, do 

Buffalo do 

Burnett, do 

Calumet, do 

Chippewa, do 

Clark, do 

Columbia, do 

Crawford, ....do 

Dallas, do 

Dane,. do 

Dodge, do 

Boor, do 

Douglas, ..do 

Dunn, do 

Eau Claire, do 

FondduLac, do 

Grant, do 

Green, do 

Green Lake, do 

Iowa, do 

Jackson, do -. 

Jefferson, do 

Juneau, do .,,, 

Kewaunee, do 

La Crosse, do 

La Fayette, do 

Manitowoc, do 

Marathon, .do • 

Marquette do 

Milwaukee, do 

Monroe, ..do 

Ocento, do 

Outagamie, do 

Osankee, do 

Pepin, do 

Pierce, do 



$528, 800 80 



Receipts. 



831,029 31 

188,495 62 

182, 176 95 

8,471 95 

1, 692 49 

22,628 06 

148, 784 06 

7 86 

14 00 



Disburse'mts. 



$78 63 

46 87 

645 18 

448 12 

21 09 

1, 484 78 

255 83 

198 45 

286 16 

117 08 

5 44 

361 62 

45 18 

236 98 

58 58 

225 89 

231 71 

112 68 

518 85 

80 26 

45 29 

771 79 

619 14 

56 38 

110 04 

436 28 

443 92 

808 40 

828 40 

299 48 

196 92 

128 09 

867 25 

228 75 

1, 690 67 

10 88 

18 64 

1, 598 37 
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TRANSACTIONS IN THE SCHOOL FVilJ)— continued. 



Polk, county, delinquent tax, 

Portage.. do , 

Racine, do 

Richland, do 

Rock, do , 

St. Croix, do 

Sauk, ..........do 

Shawano, do , 

Sheboygan, do , 

Trempealeau, do 

Vernon, do 

Washington, ..do 

Waukesha, do 

Waupaca, do 

Waushara, do 

Winnebago, do 

Wood, .do ., 

Atwood & Rublee, printing and advertising, 

L. M. Andrews & Co., adyertising forfeited lands,... 

Bintliff & Carr, do 

J. W. Blake, do 

J. M. Brackett, *do , 

Brannan & Turner, do 

T. O. Brainard, do , 

Bliss & Otis, do 

J. B. Bohan, do 

J. C. Coyer, , do 

E. Coleman, do 

G. W. Carpenter, do 

Carney & Stout, do 

Edward Decker, do •«, 

W. H. Famham, do 

Gray & Dayis, do 

Geo. Gray & Co., do 

B. Hopkins, • do 

T. S. Haughawout,... do 

J. P. Humes, do 

Jos. Harris, do 

C. S. Hart, do 

J. B. Ingraham, .do 

C.Johnson, do 

Knapp, Stout & Co., do 

Leland & Bennett, do 

Prank Leland, .do 

S. S.Luce, « ....%..... do 

A. J. LawsoD,.... do 

B. McBride, do 

W.J. Park, printing, 

Pease & Cogan, advertising forfeited lands, 

Robinson & Bro., do.. 

Reed & Hughes, do 

E. D. Boss, do 

Rockwell & Upham, do 

H. N. Ross, do 



Receipts. Disbursem'ts. 



$150 80 


293 89 


11 99 


1,010 61 


118 86 


2, 308 61 


579 18 


1, 168 06 


52 06 


316 69 


824 55 


17 09 


8 81 


494 36 


178 05 


74 96 


163 77 


1,716 09 


20 00 


14 73 


29 50 


23 50 


30 00 


32 14 


26 66 


8 76 


16 76 


22 60 


11 12 


12 43 


60 


8 50 


16 00 


2 60 


10 00 


20 60 


25 00 


8 60 


38 00 


10 76 


19 60 


12 00 


10 60 


260 


26 00 


700 


27 60 


446 80 


41 76 


19 88 


18 00 


82 00 


42 60 


18 16 
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TB4NSAGTI0NS IN THE SCHOOL FUKD-^onoladed. 



C. B. & L. C. Bedfield, adyertising forfeited lands,. 

J. A. Smith, do 

Stowers & Lockerby, do 

A. G. Sanford, do 

C. K. Shaw, do 

Smith & Benton, do ~ 

J. A. Somerby, ...do < 

S. W. Smith, do 

G. Seymour, do 

SchofF, Winncgar & Go., ....do 

J. B. & H. M. Stocking,. ....do 

B. Tompkins, do 

T. L. Terry &Go, do 

Thomson & Boberls, do 

H. A. Taylor & Co do 

John Turner, ...do 

L. A. Taylor, do 

G. Van Waters..., do 

L. B. Wright,*, do 

T. 0. Wisner, do 

G. D.Waldo, do 

W. H.&. J. H. Waggoner,. ..do 

Loans, 

Befunded, 

Transferred to normal school fund, 



Balance September 80, 1864,. 
Balance September 80, 18^5,.. 



Beceipts. 



628, 800 30 
8,498 94 



$581, 799 24 



Disbursem'ts* 



28 50 
7 78 

18 00 
21 25 

, 12 32 
12 50 
66 00 
28 82 
27 06 

19 50 

20 50 
14 01 

12 00 
26 50 
74 5§ 

21 91 
32 OO 

4 84 

13 83 
24 00 
10 40 
80 50 

480,778 00 

1,746 79 

14,170 68 



621,334 19 



10,465 06 



$681,799 24 
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The amount received from '^fines collected in ,the several counties for 
any breach of the penal laws/' is $1,692 49. Attention was, in the last 
report from this department, directed to the fact that the additions to the 
sohoel fund from this source are but a fraction of what all believe they 
should be. It was then suggested that " every county treasurer should, 
by law, be required to keep an accurate account of all moneys paid to 
him on account of fines, penalties and forfeitures, separate and distinct 
from other accounts, and of the expenses deducted by the supervisors, as 
authorized by section 7, chapter 121, laws of 1859, and a statement in 
detail should be transmitted to the state treasurer accompanying the 
amount paid into the state treasury. An annual report of the condition 
of this account should be required from every county treasurer to the 
state treasurer^ whether the expenses incurred by the county for prosecu- 
ting for fines, etc., exceed the receipts or not.*' 

The constitutional provision making '' the clear proceeds of all fines 
collected in the several counties,'* a source of revenue to the common 
school fund of the state, is wise and beneficent, and the necessity of ren- 
dering it more efficient by legislation, is respectfully urged upon the at- 
tention of the legislature. 

The five per centum of the net proceeds of sales of public lands, so 
long withheld by the general government on account of an unadjusted 
claim against the stato, has been paid during the past year, and the ac- 
counts between the state and the United States have been settled. The 
adjustment of this claim is due to the wisely directed and persevering ef- 
forts of Attorney Oeneral Smith. 

It appears that on the 31st day of December, 1862, the amount of the 
five per centum fund was $250,139 11. By section 2, article X, of the 
state constitution this fund is set apart as a portion of the common school 
fund. It seems however that the United States has withheld 8101,262 33 
on account of canal lands, sold by the state, the proceeds of which accrued 
to the benefit of the state. It would seem therefore that the state owes 
the school fund $101,262 33, this being that part of the five per centum 
fund, that has been used for general purposes. The attention of the leg- 
islature is respectfully called to the subject. The amounts due the state 
as government lands are sold, will not hereafter be withheld, and a small 
increase to the school fund, ;^ear by year, may be expected. 

The sum of $2,261 39 has been paid for printing. This is done under 
section 20, chapter 6 of the revised statutes. The school fund ought not 
to be charged for the printing required for the use of the School Land 
Commissioners and State Superintendent, and the section ought to be 
amended. 

Every safeguard ought to be thrown around the educational funds, and 
the. practice of charging them with the expense of their management is 
one that can be defended by no valid argument. 

Section 2 of article 10 of the constitution is plain on this point. It 
provides that <Hhe proceeds of all lands that have been or hereafter may 
" be granted by the United States to this State, for educational purposes, 
'< (except lands heretofore granted for the purposes of a university), and 
''all moneys, and the clear proceeds of all property that may accrue to 
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''the state by forfeiture or escheat; and all moneys which may be paid 
<( as an eaaivalent for exemption from military duty ; and the clear pro- 
*< ceeds of all fines collected in the several counties for any breach of the 
" penal laws ; and all moneys arising from any grant to the state, where 
" the purposes of such grant are not specified ; and the fi?e hundred 
" thousand acres of lands to which the state is entitled, by the proYia^ 
'< ions of an act of Congress, entitled <an act to appropriate the proceeds 
'< of the sales of public lands, and to grant pre emption rights,' approved 
<< the fourth day of September, one thousand eight hundred and iorty- 
" one ; and also the five per centum of the net proceeds of the public 
<< lands to which the state shall be entitled on her admission into the 
<< union, (if Congress shall consent to such appropriation of the two 
<' grants last mentioned), bhall be ret apart as a separate fund, to be called 
<< the school fund, the interest of which, and all other revenues derived 
" from the school lands, shall be exclusively applied to the following ob- 
"jects, to wit: 

'< 1. To the support and maintenance of common schools in each school 
'' district, and the purchase of suitable libraries and apparatus therefor. 

*' 2. The residue shall be appropriated to the support and maintenance 
'^ of academies and normal schools, and suitable libraries and apparatus 
"therefor." 

The provisions of the constitution are palpably violated and its re- 
quirements utterly disregarded, if the ^^ proceeds " of lands granted for 
educational purposes are diverted from the original purpose of the dona- 
tion, and used to pay for printing or for any other object. The obliga^* 
tion resting on the people is as clear as words can express it, and that 
portion of section 6, chapter 30, referred to can be justified neither by 
necessity, honesty nor sound policy. 
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SCHOOL FUND INCOME. 



The folhv^ing statement shown the transactions in the School Fund Income 
for the year ending September 30 th, 1865. 



Interest on land and loans,.... 

Penalty for trespass on timber lands, 

Sale of dictionaries, as per chap. 41, laws '61, 

Sale of timber, 

Transfer from Swamp Land Fund Income....... 

Apportionment to counties, , 

L. M. Andrews, adyertising forfeited lands 

Atwood &Bublee, printing and adyertising,. , 

H. Borchenius, clerk, land department, 

J. A. Bate, chief clerk, land department........... 

C. S, Boardman, clerk, protecting lands 

J. W. Blake, adyertising forfeited state lands, 

Brannan & Turner, do 

F. O. Brainard, do 

J. B. Bohan, ...do 

J. F. Bryant, clerk, protecting lands, 

W. O. Bradley, clerk, land department, 

Bliss & Son, adyertising forfeited lands, 

J. T. Clarl^ appraising forfeited mortgaged lands, .... 

J. B. Crosby, clerk, land department, 

Carney & Stout, adyertising forfeited lands, t... 

C. W. Carpenter, ..do 

W. E. & J. F. Cramer, 

W. H. Davenport, clerk, land department...... , 

G. De Wilt Elwoocl, do 

E. J. Fleischer, do 

W. H. Farnham, adyertising forfeited lands, 

J. B. Gibbi, clerk, land department, 

Gray & Dayis, adyertising forfeited lands, > 

J. B. Hurlbut, appraising forfeited mortgaged lands,. 

J.J. Hawley, clerk, land department, 

E. 8. Hammond, clerk, protecting lands, 

J. B. Hume, adyertising forfeited lands, 

C.S.Hart, do 

H. F.Hubbard, clerk, land department, , 

J. £. Ingraham, adyertising forfeited lands, .......< 

Iberg &Co., do 

B. A. Jones, clerk, protecting lands, 

C. B. Jackson, do , 

A. G. Knight, appraising forfeited mortgaged lands,.. 
S. B. Kinney, do 

A. Keyes, clerk, protecting lands, 

Knapp, Stout & Co., advertising forfeited lands, 

Lyon & Barti, appraising forfeited lands, 

Frank Leland, advertising forfeited lands, 

S. S. Luce, do 

B. S. McBride, clerk, land department, , 

J. G. McMynn, Webster's dictionaries, 



1168,042 47 
1,621 62 
40 60 
862 60 
3,224 49 



Receipts. 



Disbursem'ts. 



$161, 816 34 

7 60 

182 62 

1,000 00 

1,200 00 

168 00 

10 62 

18 28 

6 68 

5 00 
36 78 

226 00 
18 68 
80 48 

376 00 
16 82 

6 00 
10 68 

491 14 
246 21 
701 41 

7 08 
188 00 

6 76 

14 00 

674 77 

126 00 

8 29 
3 09 

47 60 

8 84 

6 00 

229 68 

20 68 

8,86 

14 00 

386 49 

6 09 

98 84 

6 00 

91 

167 00 

800 00 
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SCHOOL FUND INCOME— concluded. 



fi. 8. Marsh, clerk, land department, 

D. Malbon, clerk, protecting lands, 

A. Menges, clerk, land department, 

If. Murphy, clerk, protecting lands, 

B. Palmer, appraising forfeited lands, 

W. J. Park, printing, < 

Peabody & Wing, appraising forfeited mortgaged lands,. 

R. G. Pope, clerk, protecting lands, 

James Boss, clerk, land department, 

D. Bowe, clerk, land department, 

Bobinson & Bro/, advertising forfeited lands, 

B. D. Boss, do 

Beed& Hughes, do 

Bockwell & Upham, do 

J. B. Bedfield, do 

H. N. Boss, do 

A.C. Stuntz, clerk, protecting lands,... 

Smith & Benton, advertising forfeited lands, 

J. A. Somerbj,... do 

S. W.Smith, do 



Schoff,Winnegar&Co.,..do 

A. C. Sandford, do 

J. B. & H. M. Stocking,..do , 

Stowers & Lockerbj, do 

M,8afford, do 

Smith & Salomon, costs. State ts. Pomeroy, 

D. H. Tullis, clerk, land department, 

H. A. Taylor, advertising forfeited lands, 

J. Turner, .do 

T. L. Terry & Co., do 

Thompson & Boberts, do 

L. A. Taylor, do 

H. A. Taylor & Co , do 

O. Van Waters, do 

Van Waters &Enapp,.... do , 

O. P. Williams, appraising forfeited mortgaged lands,.. 

EmilWalber, clerk, land department, 

W. J. & J. H.Waggoner, advertising forfeited lands, 

O. D.Waldo, do 

L. B.Wright, do 

P. 0. Wisner, do 

E. M. Williamson, clerk, protecting lands, 

Befunded, •...•..• , 

Transferred to school fund 

Transferred to commissioners* contingent fund, , 

Transferred to normal school fund income, 



Balance September 80, 1864,. 
Balance September 80, 1865,.. 



Beceipts. 



$163,281 48 
14,986 88. 



$178, 217 81 
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Of tlie amount disbursed, S8,552 32 was paid for clerk hire in the land 
department, $2,739 89 for protecting state lands, and $858 60 for printing 
and advertising. The practice of paying for the management and cus- 
tody of the School and University Funds from the income of the funds^ 
is believed to be founded in neither justice nor sound policy. 

The Constitution of the State provides, that " the interest and all other 
'< revenues derived from the school lands shall be exclusively/ applied to 
<^ the support of common schools,^' etc. It would seem that the use of 
the interest and other revenues, in payment of clerk hire^ protecting 
lands, printing, etc., is not using them for the object specified. 

This constitutional provision is the foundation of our public school 
system: Every dollar taken from the income of the School Fund, in dis- 
regard of this provision, endangers the whole superstructure. The income 
is annually diminishing, as our population is increasing. Already the 
amount apportioned to some districts is so small as to afford no induce- 
ment to make that local effort that no other agency can arouse. Any 
argument that will justify the taking of a part will apply to the whole. 
If it were ^ust and becoming for the State to charge the income of an 
educational trust fund for guarding and investing it, the difficulty of 
determining the ratio of expense thus incurred to the expenses of the 
State would be a sound and strong objection to the policy. The tendency 
is to charge the income of the trust funds with all the expenses that can 
legitimately be traced to them, and there is more attention given to the 
disbursements from the general fund than to those that the people less 
directly feel. Were the policy of the state so changed as to increase the 
principal and protect the income of all its educational funds, it is believed 
that the general prosperity would be promoted. 

APPORTIONMENT FOR 1866. 

On the 14th day of June an apportionment of the income of the school 
fund was made to the towns and cities of the state. The amount per 
scholar for all persons over four and under twenty years of age was 46 
cents. 

The amount apportioned was $151,816 34, a statement of which in de- 
tail will be found in the appendix, table No. 1. 
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The apportionments from 1849 to 1865^ incimive, are shown by the follotoing 
tabh : 



Yean. 


No. of Children. 


Apportionment. 


1849 


70,457 
92,047 
111,481 
124, 783 
138,279 
165, 125 
186,960 
213,886 
241,545 
264,977 
278,871 
288, 984 
299,782 
308, 656 
320,965 
829,906 
835,582 




I860 


8 8-10 cents per scholar. 
50 do 


1851 


1852 


48 do 


1858 


46 do 


1854 


72 do 


1855 


80 5-10 do 


1866 


70 do 


1867 


66 do 


1858 


75 do 


1869 


64 do • 


1860 


64 do 


1861 , 




1862 


50, do 


1868 


44 do 


1864 


47 do 


1865 , 


46 do 







The apportionment of each year is made upon the report of the pre- 
vionB year. 

The amount apportioned, for any year, will therefore be found by mul- 
tiplying the number of children reported the preceding year, by the 
number of cents per scholar apportioned that year. 
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COST OF INSTRUCTION. 



The following table shows the average tax levied for school purposes 
per scholar ; the amount expended for each person of school age, includ- 
ing the school fund income ; and the amount expended for each scholar 
in attendance during the past sixteen years : 



Year. 



1849 
1860 
1851. 
1852. 
1858. 
1854. 
1855. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1859. 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1868 
1864 
1865 



Average tax per 

scholar for 
school purposes 



$1 08 



23 

55 

84 

25 

96 

79 

2 18 

2 88 

2 29 

2 88 



86 
42 
81 
11 

49 
70 



Am't expended 

for each scholar 

of school age. 



$1 81 
2 05 
1 82 

1 70 

2 68 
2 59 
2 88 
2 99 
8 04 
2 97 
8 00 
2 74 
2 81 
2 55 
2 96 
8 16 



Am't expended 

per scholar in 

attendance. 



$1 95 
2 98 
2 56 

2 46 
4 12 

3 98 



4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



42 
98 
82 
64 
48 
21 
40 

3 80 

4 62 
4 70 



TRAVEL, &c. 



During the past year I have attended institutes at Portage City, Fond 
du LaC; Boscobel, Black Kiver Falls, Mauston, Wilmot, West Bend, Bur- 
lington and Elkhorn. Addresses have been delivered at various places, 
and schools have been visited, so far as time would permit. The number 
of schools is so great that but a few, comparatively, can be visited during 
the year. In my intercourse with teachers and school officers, I have 
found them earnestly desiring to co operate in all measures tending to 
promote the interests of education. I desire to acknowledge the uniform 
kindness and courtesy of the people extended towards me while visiting 
the various parts of the state. 

The number of appeal cases decided since the date of my last report is 
thirteea. This is a less number than during any previous year since the 
establlsbment of our school system. T^he number has diminishedj year 
by year, since the office of County Superintendent Was ereated. 
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WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY. 

By aatboritj of chapter 172, general laws of 1865, one hundred copies 
of Webster's Unabridged Dictionary have been purchased of Messrs G. 
& C. Merriam, Springfield, Mass. The number distributed since the date 
of the last report is 69, and the number now on hand is 99. No appro- 
priation for the purchase of Dictionaries for distribution during the next 
year is necessary. The number on hand will, it is believed, meet all ap- 
plications. 

The following is a statement of the number distributed : 

Adams, - 1 

Buffalo, 2 

Calumet^ 3 

Clark A 2 

Colombia, I 

Dane, , ...;: 2 

Dnnn, 1 

Dodge, 2 

Door, I 

Donglas, 2 

Fond du Lac, 1 

Grant, 7 

Green, 2 

Iowa, 1 

Jackson, 1 

La Crosse, 4 

LaFayette, 3 

Manitowoc, 2 

Marqaotte, 2 

Monroe, 3 

Oconto, 1 

Oatagamie, 2 

Osankee, 1 

Pepin, 3 

Pierce, 3 

Polk, 1 

Portage, 1 

Bichland, „ .•. i 

Bock, 3 

St. Croix, 1 

Sauk, 1 

Sheboygan, 1 

Vernon,... 8 

Waukesha, 1 

Waupaca, ^ 2 

Waushara, 1 



Of the above number seven have been sold to districts to leplaea those 
lost by fire or theft, the remain<ler have been distributed t6 new districts 
heretofore unsupplied. * 
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The account stands as follows : 

On hand December 10, 1864, 68 

Number purchased, 100 

Total, 168 

Number distributed, .*. 69 

Remaining on hand December 10, 1865, 99 



TEXT BOOKS.; 

The following hooks have heen examined, and they are recommended 
in accordance with the requirements of section 63, chapter 10, Revised 
Statutes. 

Desirahle as uniformity in text hooks is, it is unattainable under exist- 
ing laws. The competition amongst publishers of hooks^ and the 
little difference that exists between the various rival series, together with 
the plausible representations made by agents of publishing houses, and 
the strange credulity of many District Boards and Teachers, all tend ta 
promote changes in text books, that are as frequent as they are needless. 

There is seldom need of a change when uniformity exists, and it ought 
never to be made by the District Board without great care and delibera- 
tion. When a change is made, both teachers and parents should be re- 
quired to conform to the action of the Board. 

i Orthography, 

Watson's Phonetic Tables. 

The National Pronouncing Speller. 

Spelling should be taught in connection with every school exercise. Lessons can 
be selected by teachers from the reading books, or from any other book used at re- 
citation* 

Wright's Analytical Orthography. 
Sanders' Analysis. 

These are useful in studying the elementary sounds as well as the part* of written 
words. 
As authority in spelling, pronunciation and definitions, 

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary (edition 1864) is earnestly recom* 
mended. 

' EeadiTig Books, 

McOuffey's Readers. 
Parker and Watson's Beaders. 
Sanders' Union Eeaders." 
Willson's School and Family Headers. 
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An objeotlon io all these scries is that each oontains from fiye to seTen books. Dis- 
triet boards will find it advantageous to select from different series four books as a 
series adapted to the wants of their respeotiye schools. Two for the primary class, 
one for the more advanced and another for the highest class, will answer for most 
of our district schools. 

Arithmetics, 

Stoddabd*s Intellectual Arithmetic. 

Ray's, Davies' or Robinson's Practical Arithmetic. 

Ray's Higher Arithmetic. 

The latest editions of the works on practical arithmetic should be used, as they 
have been carefully revised by practical teachers. 

Penmanship and Book Keeping. 

Spencer's Writing Books. 

Bryant & Stratton's Common School Book Keeping. 

Bryant & Stratton's High School Book Keeping. 

IKstories. 

Goodrich's First Book of History, (Peter Parley). 
Goodrich's History of the United States. 
Weber's Outlines of History. 

History should be taught ordllt/ in eyery primary school, and in schools of every 
grade, where classes are not formed and formal instruction given. 

Geographies. 

Warren's Geographical Charts. 
Mitchell's Outline Maps. 
White's Class Book of Geography, 

The latter is designed to accompany the outline maps. No Primary Geography 
is recommended, as all instruction in this subject in the primary schools should be 
oral. 

MoNally's Geography. 

Mitchell's Geography. 

These are extensively used and adapted to common schools. 

The Comprehensive Geography, (Allen & Shaw). 

This work embraces all that can be taught on the subject in most schools, and is 
worthy of the attention of District Boards. 

English Grammars. 

Eerl's Common School Grammar. 
Greene's Grammar. 
Brown's Grammar. 
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No primary work is recommended. Children should be taught to tjteiik correctly^ 
bnt the scUnce of language cannot be taught in a primary school. 

Composition, 

Lilienthal's Things Taught. 
QiTACKENBOS* Composition. 
Wilson's Treatise on Punctuation. 

Natural Science, etc. 

Wells' Natural Philosophy. 

Stogkhabdt's Chemistry. 

LooMis' Physiology. 

Gray's Botany. 

Olmsted's Astronomy. (Common School Edition). 

LooMis' Geology. 

Warren's Physical Geography. 

Wayland's Political Economy. 

Chapman's Agricultural Chemistry. 

Mathematics, 

Ray's Algebras. 

Eobinson's Geometry and Trigonometry. 

Olmsted's Natural Philosophy. (University Edition). 

Robinson's Astronomy. (University iLdition), 

Mental and Moral Science, 

Wayland's Intellectual Philosophy, 
Wayland's Moral Science. 
Whately's Logic. 

Cowdery' 8 Moral Lessons is recommended to teachers of all grades of schools, as sug- 
gestive as well as instructive. 

Boohs of Reference, 

Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, (Edition 1864). 

Fowler's English Grammar. 

Trench's Study of Words. 

Lippincott's Gazetteer of the World. 

Ure's Dictionary of Arts. 

Anthon's Classical Dictionary. 

Applbton's Cyclopedia of Biography. 

Chambers' Encyclopedia ; or, 

Appleton's New American Cyclopedia. 

SSUPT. 
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Boohifor TeacJieri. 

Barnard's Papers for the Teacher. 
Page's Theory and Practice of Teaching. 
Emerson's School and Schoolmaster. 
Calkins' Object Lessons. 
Lewis' Gymnastics. 
Herbert Spencer on Education. 
Johonnot's Country School Houses. 
Wells' Graded Schools. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENCY. 

The law creating this office was passed in 1861, and has therefore been 
in operation four years, a time sufficient to enable us to form an opinion 
of its worth and utility. Our experience has not been unlike that of 
other states. The beneficial results of the present system are seen in 
bettor school houses, better methods of instruction, and more harmony of 
action among the people in managing school affairs. If, in some cases, 
reasonable expectations have not been realized, the fault is justly charge- 
able upon the people themselves. It sometimes happens, that through 
political influence, incompetent men are nominated and elected, or com- 
petent men are not retained in office, but no system can be devised that 
will not depend upon the intelligence of the people for its efficiency. 

Were it possible to secure the services of a school officer in each town, 
who should be well qualified to perform the duties of Superintendent, it 
might be desirable to endeavor to secure a more direct and thorough 
supervision than at present exists, but there are few towns in the state 
where this could be done. 

That the supervision is now more thorough, systematic and useful, 
than before the present system was adopted, very few persons will deny. 
Could the <* Township District System '' be adopted to supplement rather 
than supersede the County Superintendent System, we should secure 
coherency and increased efficiency throughout our common school system. 

A meeting ot county and city Superintendents, called by the State 
Superintendent, was held at Whitewater, August 2d, 1865. The follow- 
ing report of the proceedings embraces all of general interest : 

The meeting was called to order by the State Saperintendent, and J. K. Purdy 
was chosen Secretary. 
The roll of Superintendents was called, and the following reported present : 

D. W. Rosenkrans, Columbia county. 

A. B. Prentice, 1st diitrict, Dane county. 
S. L. Hooker, 2d district, Dane county. 

£1. M. Parmalee, 2d district, Dodge county. 
D. G. Purman, Grant county. 
J. K. Purdy, JeflFerson county. 

B. Graham, Kenosha county. 

H. A. Richards, 1st district, Rock county. 
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A. Whitford, 2d district, Rock countj. 
J. W. Morley, Sauk county. 
Hartwell Allen, Vernon ouunty. 
0. R. Smith, Walworth county. 
A. B. Hendriokson, Waukeiha eounty 
S. H. Peabody, Racine city. 
F. U. Pomeroy, Milwaukee city. 
H. A. Forbes, Sheboygan county. 
S. D. Gaylord, Sheboygan city. 

Hon. J. G. McMynn brought the subjects for consideration before the Association 
in the following address : 

" OsNTLEMSif. — ^It affords me great pleasure to meet you on the present oeoasioiL 
I trust that your deliberations will be beneficial to the State, for I know that yoa 
will consider the questions that may be brought before you with calmness, candor 
and sagacity. Among the topics deserying your attention are 

<* 1. The JSzaminaiion of Teachers This is so prominent and importiint a part 
of your official duty that it is very desirable that general principles should be recog- 
nized, and methods of proceeding agreed upon, so far as the Tarying oiroumstancee 
of different localities will admit of agreement. 

"2. The Normal School Policy of our State, With a Normal School Fund of OTer 
$676,000, and 460,000 acres of land, and an income, at the present time, of at least 
$80,000 per annum, it is very important that the results of your observation and ex- 
perience should be made available in guiding the Board of Regents of Normal 
Schools in the difficult work of making provision for the better education of teachers. 

" 8. Tht Subject of Monthly Reports. A judicious system of reports is so essen- 
tial to every department of business that your attention is called to this subject 
with a hope that some forms embracing what is necessary and general, and provid- 
ing for what is local and special, may be presented and adopted. 

" 4. The Awakening more Interest among the People. — While we may reasonably 
hope that more attention will be drawn to the part that general education has 
played in the late struggle for the national life, yet, it is believed that much good 
may be done by some systematic effort on the part of school officers and teachers to 
call individual attention to the nature, scope and claims of the public school. This 
can be accomplished through the medium of the newspaper and educational tract. 

" While other topics will suggest themselves, these are believed to be worthy your 
special attention, and I would request fo?r them your careful and earnest consid- 
eration." 

Superintendent Peabody offered the following resolution : 

" Betolved, That so much of the address of the Chairman of this Convention as 
relates to "Examination of Teachers," the "Normal School Policy of the State," 
" Monthly Reports," and ** The Means of Securing Greater Interest in Education," 
be referred to a committe of three, who shall nominate committees of two, and 
assign to each one of these committees a topi<i on which ti report ; the action of 
said committee of three to be subject to the approval of the Convention.^' 

The resolution passed, and Messrs. Peabody, Rcsenkrans and Hendriokflon were 
appointed said committee. 

The committee of three made the following report on sub-KSommittees : 

" On *• Examination of Teachers,' Messrs. Pomeroy and Bosenkrans ; * Normal 
School Policy,' Messrs. Smith and Whitferd; 'Monthly Reports,' Messrs. Purdy 
and Prentice ; 'Securing Interest in Education,' Messrs. Hooker and Morley." 

The convention adjourned to eleven o'clock on Thursday morning. 
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TUURBDAT, 11 o'clock A. M. 



The ConTcntion was called to order, the Hon. J. G. McMjDn in the chair. 

The committee on the *' Normal School Folioy of the State " aubmitted the fol- 
lowing report: 

•*^ Whebkas, Normal Schools are an essential part of every system of Public In- 
struction; and, 

<* Whkbeas, The Legislature of this State, at its last session, did, with singular 
wisdom, make liberal proTision for their support ; therefore, 

" Resolved^ 1. That a system of Normal Schools for the training of teachers is an 
indispensable necessity to the progress of education in this State. 

"2. That the experience of other oountries, as well as our own, proves that Nor- 
mal Schools cannot be engrafted upon or made subordinate departments of other in- 
stitutions of leariiing. 

'< 8. That seTcral Normal Schools properly located in different parts of the State, 
and each maintained at moderate expense, would be more efficient and economical 
than one State Normal School, howcTer liberally supported. 

" 4. That our Normal Schools should be organized and conducted with special re- 
fereucb to the training of teachers for the Public Schools of the State, and as a 
means to this end there should be established, in connection with each Normal School, 
one Model School, in which all teachers may put in practice the knowledge gained 
by them through study." 

Mr Morley moved the acceptance of the report. Carried.| 

Mr. Rosekrans moved the adoption of the first resolution. After some explanatory 
remarks by the mover the resolution was adopted. 

A motion was made by Mr. Craig to adopt the second resolution. After discussion 
by Messrs. A. Whitford, Gay lord and McMynn, the motion was carried. 

The meeting then adjourned to meet at 2 p. m., in Montague's law office. 



2 o'clock, p. m. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairman, and the roll of Superintendents 
called and corrected. 

A motion was made to adopt the third resolution. It was discussed by Messrs. 
Peabody, Pomeroy, Rosenkrans And Gay lord.] 
J^Mr. Gay lord offered the following substitute: 

Resolved^ That it is the opinion of this convention that the interests of the State 
will be subserved by the establishment of at leae! i .i o Normal Schools, located in dif-: 
fereni parts ot the State." 

After further discussion by Superintendent Morley, Prentice, Graham and Smith, 
and explanations of the State Superintendent on the origin and amount of the Nor- 
mal School Fund, the vote was taken by call of the roll, with the following result : 

Ayes — Superintendents Rosenkrans, Prentice, Parmalee, Hooker, Purman, Purdy. 
Allen, Hendrickson, Richards, Gay lord — 10. 

Noes — Superintendents Graham, Whitford, Morley, Smith, Peabody, Pomeroy — 6. 

The fourth resolution was unanimously adopted. 

On motion, all of the resolutions as amended were unanimously adopted, as the 
sense of this Convention. 

Superintendent Smith offered the following resolution : 

" Whebbas, The necessities of our Public Schools demand, on the part of those 
who have in charge their interests, increased effort ana greater uniformity of meas- 
ures and concert of action ; and, 

" Whs BE AS, They can be in a great measure secured by a more general inter- 
change of views and opinions on the part of School Superintendents of the State ; 
therefore. 
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^^Jiesolved, Thai the State SuperintendeDt of Public Instruction be requested to 
call a conTention of School Superintendents, at such time and place as he may think 
proper, and take such measjires as he may deem best, to secure a general attend- 
ance at such convention." 

After remarks made by Messrs. Ro8enkrans,*McMynn and others, the resolution 
was adopted. 

D. W. Rosenkrans, chairman of the committee en " Examination of Teachers," 
sabmitted the following report : 

"The committee to whom was referred so much of the President's address as re* 
lates to ' Examination of Teachers,' beg leaye respectfully to report : 

"That, in their opinion, this subject id in importance second to none, so far as its 
practical bearing on the immediate interests of the Common School System of the 
State is concerned. Tho utility and necesity of a system of examinations, and 
that such examinations should be as thorough and practicable as possible, is admit 
ted by all. 

" The system of public written and oral examinations, adopted under our present 
School Code, and now in general use by the County Superintendents in the several 
oonnties of the State, we believe to be most nearly correct in principle of any sys- 
tem of examinations with which we are acquainted, although as yet but imperfectly 
developed and carried out in many cases. We would therefore propose the follow- 
ing resolutions : 

*^Besolvedj That this convention does not deem advisable, at present^ any radical 
change in our present system of examination for teachers of Common Schools, but 
would recommend that each Superintendent should endeavor to improve and perfect 
his application of the principles sought to be embodied in that system. 

*< Raolvedj That the standard of relative attainments to be required of each per- 
son examined for certificates of the 3d, 2d and 1st grades, respectively, should for 
the present remain as heretofore fixed, viz ; at 6, 6 or 7 in each branch, on a scale 
of 10, leaving it to each Superintendent to fix the standard in his own couniy as 
much above the minimum as the state of advancement in such county will admit. 

''D.W. ROSENKRANS, 
"P. C. POMEROY, 

Committee, 

Report accepted. Superintendent Smith moved its adoption. Discussed by 
Messrs. Morley, Rosenkrans and Prentice. Adopted. 

The Committee on Monthly Reports submitted the following : 

*< Whxrbas, It is necessary to have a more direct and thorough accountability 
of teachers to their Superintendents, thereby stimulating them to greater efforts to 
keep up the interest and show the progress in ,their schools, and, in a secondary 
degree, to influence the pupils and parents to the same end ; and, 

Whereas, Statistics are desirable whereby the Superintendents may compare the 
degree of interest excited by teachers in the same and different schools, as well as 
to show the relative educational interest iii different portions of the State ; therefore 

Eeiolvedj That a system of Teachers' Monthly Reports to County Superintend- 
ents ought to be adopted. That, for the sake of comparison, they should be uniform 
in different counties. That a committee of three, of which the State Superintend- 
ent shall be chairman, be appointed to perfect such a system of Reports, with books 
to record the same, as shall be best adapted to secure these ends. 

" J. K. PURDY, 
" A. B. PRENTICE, 

(< Cofnmttte, 

Report accepted. Motion to adopt discussed by Messrs. Rosenkrans, Peabody and 
ethers. Carried. 

Letters were read by the President from Superintendents Jackson, of Crawford 
county ; Warren, of Door ; Benjamin, of Dunn ; Green, of Green ; Wells, of Jack- 
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•on; Benjamin, of Marquette; Alban, of Portage; GUfillan, of Trempealeau, and 
Clark, of Polk, regretting inability to be present, and sympaiiiizing with the objects 
of the CoBTention. 

I* Voted that when the Convention adjourns, that it adjourn to meet at 8} o'clock, 
Priday morning. . . , . 

A motion was made and carried that the State Superintendent isine a circular to 
the District Clerks, through the County Superintendents, to be read by the Clerks 
at the next annual school meeting. 

Friday Mobhuto, 8} 0' Clock. 
The Convention was called to order by Hon. J. G. McMynn. 
Some discussion on matters of general interest to Superintendents followed, 
when the Convention adjourned tine die. 

J. K. PURDY, Secretary, 

STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

The association held its thirteenth annnal meeting at Whitewater^ oom- 
mencing August 1st and continuing in session four days, Rev. W. C. 
Whitpoed, Principal of Milton Academy, presided. 

Lectures were delivered by, 

Rev. W. Alexander, on •' Study.'' 

Rev. W. C. Whitford, on " The Intellectual culture of Work." 

Rev. G. Anderson, on " Utiltfy in Education.'^ 

Rev. J. MoNamara, on " School Discipline,** 

Senator T. O. Howe, on " The necessity dfa more Extensive Education 
for the Welfare of the State.'* 

Prof. E. Searing, on '^Educational Fallacies^'' and 

Prof. E. H. Merrill, on '* The End of Learning." 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

<< Kesolvedj That the Association do earnestly urge upon all teachers of readingi 
greater attention to the culture of the voice, and in order to secure this, it is recom- 
mended that the spelling of a portion ef the words of each lesson by using the 
phonetic elements instead of the letters, be made a frequent exercise in all oar 
schools. 

" Resolved^ That the hearty thanks of the Wisconsin Teachers' Association are hereby 
tendered Senator Howe, for his profound and eloquent address. 

"JSUsolvedf That the executive Committee be and hereby are requested to procure 
the publication of Senator Howe's address in a neat pamphlet form, if It can be 
obtamed, and to take such steps as shall secure its general circulation, and said 
committee are hereby authorized to use, for this purpose, such part of the money in 
the treasury of the Association, as they may deem proper. 

*< Whebias, Normal Schools are an essential part of every system of Public Instruc- 
tion, and 

"Whereas, the Legislature of this State, at its last session, did, with singular 
wisdom, make liberal provision for their support, therefore. Resolved, 

"1. That a. system of Normal Schools for the training of teachers is an indis- 
pensable necessity to the progress of education in this State. 

<<2. That the experience of other countries, as well as our own, proves that Nor- 
mal Schools cannot be engrafted upon or made subordinate departments of other 
institutions of learning. 

" 8. That several Normal Schools, properly located in different parts of the State, 
and each maintained at moderate expense, would be more efficient and economical 
than one State Normal School, however liberally suported. 
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" 4. That our Normal Schools should be organized and conducted with special 
reference to the training of teachers for the Public Schools of the State, and as a 
means to this end there should be established, in connection with each Normal 
School, one Model School, in which all teachers may put in practice the knowledge 
gained by them through study. 

**Mesqlv£dj That this Association memorialize the Legislature to pas an act re- 
quiring School Districts to fence their School House Lots and put them in good 
order. 

WuKBSAs, No provision is made by law for the support of County Institutes, and, 
whereas, in such Institutes are to be found the only means for normal instruction 
for the current year, therefore be it 

^^JReiolvedy That this Association request the Board of Normal Regents, if it has 
the power, to dcTote ten per cent, of the income of the Normal Fund for the current 
year, to the support of Normal Institutes in as many counties as they may deem 
practicable. 

^< Retolved, That we acknowledge our dependence upon God, our Father, for all our 
mercies and blessings, and that we recognize with grateful hearts his preserying and 
protecting care in bringing us together again in this our thirteenth annual meeting. 

" Resolved, That, in common with all classes of our fellow citizens, we deeply 
mourn the death of our late beloyed President, Abraham Lincoln ; that we recognize 
in his assassination the crowning perfidy and guilt of a rebellion the most wanton, 
wicked and causeless the world over saw ; and that we will labor with renewed seal 
and energy to so extend schools that we shall secure the universal education of our 
people, and thus prevent the recurrence of so disastrous a revolt against good gov- 
ernment, liberty and law. 

Beeolved, That we believe it to be the imperative duty of our Legislature to take 
immediate and liberal mealures to provide for the maintenance and education of the 
destitute children in our state, made orphans in our great national struggle. 

Resolved^ That the sincere thanks of the members of this Association are hereby- 
tendered to the citizens of Whitewater for the generous hospitality and thoughtful 
courtesy shown us during our stay in their beautiful village, and that we will carry 
with us to our several hoVnes, and long retain pleasant memories of this meeting. 

<'Also, to the Bev's. W. Alexander, Gr. Anderson and J. McNamara, and Prof.'sE. 
Searing and E. H. Merrill, for the interesting and valuable lectures and addresses 
delivered by them: 

"Also to the Ma. & Pr. du 0., Chi. & N. W., Chi. & Mil., and Eacine & Miss. Rail- 
roads,for free return passes from this meeting ; 

"Also to the officers of the Association for the prompt, impartial, and efficient 
manner in which they have discharged the duties pertaining to their responsible 
positions." 

The attendance of teachers and citizens was large, and the discussions 
were profitable.! 

The Teachers' Association is a powerful agency in advancing our edu- 
cational interests. Among its members are found the teachers of ability 
and experience, and the resolutioM passed by them are deserving of atten- 
tion and consideration. 

TEACHER'S INSTITUTES. 

Teacher's Institutes have been held in thirty-one counties during the 
past year. County Superintendents are required by* section 92 of the 
School Code, '^to organize and conduct at least one institute for the in- 
struction of teachers in each year.'' There is reason to believe that this 
provision of law has been disregarded in about one-half the counties. 
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A law making some provision for defraying the necessary expenses of 
institutes, would, it is believed, be generally approved by the people. 
A small appropriation from tbe Normal Sebool Fund, granted on con- 
dition tbat a County Teachers' Association shall be organized, and an in- 
stitute held, of not less than five days session, and attended by not less 
than thirty persons engaged in teaching and holding certificates of quali- 
fication, would incite school officers and teachers to make greater effort 
than can reasonably be expected under existing circumstances. 

Several years must elapse before our normal schools can be in efficient 
and successful operation, and, in the meantime, we can find no more suit- 
able substitute than these institutes. 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS. 

By an act of the last Legislature, entitled ^^ an act to dispose of the 
Swamp and Overflowed Lands, and the proceeds therefrom," the '^ Nor- 
mal School Fund ^' was created. This act repealed all the provisions of 
law then existing which directed ^Hhe application and use of the Swamp 
and Overflowed Lands of this State, and of the lands selected in lieu of 
Swamp and Overflowed Lands, and of the moneys received on sale of 
such swamp and selected lands, and of the moneys received from the Unit- 
ed States in lieu of swamp lands, for the purposes of drainage and for 
supporting Common Schools, Normal Schools and Academies." The 
lands and moneys held by the State were divided into two equal parts ; 
one to be called the ^< Drainage Fund,'' and the other the <' Normal 
School Fund." 

Section 5 of this act provides that the income of the Normal School 
Fund shall be applied to establishing, supporting and maintaining Normal 
Schools under the direction and management of the Board of Regents of 
Normal Schools; providedy that twenty-five per cent, of said income 
shall be annually transferred to the School Fund Income, until the an- 
nual income of the School Fund shall reach the sum of two hundred 
thousand dollars." 

By reference to the report of the School Land Commissioners it will 
be seen that the division was made, as required by law, and that the 
" Normal School Fund," consisting of land and productive item?, (one 
acre of land being regarded as equivalent to one dollar), was as follows : 

Swamp Lands, subject to the claim of the Drainage Fand for $18,819 48 

to be paid frcm first sales, (acres), 475, 148. 87 

Dues on Swamp Land Certificates, (or contracts), $125, 768 87 

Selected Lands, (acres), 29,446 99 

Dues on Selected Certificates, (or contracts), $4, 196 00 

Drainage Fund Loans,.. 69,668 00 

Swamp Land Fund Loans, 72,000 00 

Cash, balance Swamp Land Fund, (moneys receiyed in lie^ of Swamp 

Lands included), 62,406 83 

Cash, balance Drainage Fund, 6,581 74 

Lands forfeited to State on Drainage Fund Mortgages, 8,874 25 

Lands forfeited to State on School Fund Mortgages, 26, 251 00 

School Fund Loans,...*. , 248,460 00 

Total, $1,128,246 00 
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The amount belonging to this Fund, which is productive, was^ on the 
30th day of Septembjer, 1865 : 

Amount due on Certificates for lands sold, $130, 547 87 

Amount due on mortgages, -<• 186, 034 00 

Amount due on bonds and certificates of indebtedness, 278, 000 00 

$594,581 87 



It will be seen that the income of this Fusd for the current year will 
amount to the sum of $41,620 73, three<«fourths of which amount is 
appropriated for ^'establishing, supporting and maintaining Normal 
' Schools." 

The Board of Normal School Regents have taken steps to locate one 
or more Normal Schools by advertising for proposals, and have received 
propositions from several cities and villages in the State. By reference 
to the report of the Board; it will be seen that all has been done that a 
due regard to the interests of the State would permit, if not all that our 
educational wants would seem to require. 

A conviction of the imperative necessity of Normal Schools, led the 
legislature of 1865, to lay a deep and broad foundation for them. The 
act providing for establishing and supporting them shows a clear com- 
prehension of the great obstacle that impedes our educational progress. 
Without better trained teachers our common schools will lose both the 
confidence and support of the people. 

We may build good school houses and furnish them with all the appar- 
atus necessary, we may improve our school laws until improvement is im- 
possible ; parents and school officers may exhibit interest in education and 
discharge every duty, the people may burden themselves with taxes for the 
support of schools, but, unless the teachers are qualified, all is done in 
vain. From almost every county in the state there is a call for better 
teachers, but they cannot be obtained. 

The Board of Eegents of Normal Schools contemplate the establish- 
ment of schools in diifercnt parts of the state. In looking at the work to 
be done, and the means placed at their disposal, they concluded that the 
interests of education would be best subserved by establishing Normal 
Schools in different parts of the state. They think that three schools 
ougbt to be organized as soon as suitable grounds and buildings can be 
procured. It is thought that the current expenses of each of these need 
not exceed $10,000 per annum ; that this sum would pay teachers and*de- 
fray the incidental expenses of a school providing instruction for two 
hundred students. By founding several schools, the Board think that 
they will secure for each that local interest so necessary, as well as excite 
a spirit of emulation 'among the institutions, which will insure success. 

Some legislation providing for the admission of students, and defining in 
more specific terms the duties of the ISoard in the management of this 
class of schools will be necessary. 
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INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 

The faith of the state is pledged to provide suitable buildings and 
grounds for a college, Ho the endowment, support and maintenance '' of 
which the National Government has donated 240,000 acres of land* The 
act of congress declares that '^ the leading object shall be. without ezcln- 
*' ding other scientific and classical studies, and including military tactics, 
'' to teach such branches of learning as are related to agriculture and the 
'^ mechanic arts^ in such manner as the legislatures of the state5( may res- 
" pectively prescribe, in order to promote the liberal and practical educa- 
'* tion of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and professions of 
" life." 

Law, Medicine, Theology, War, Trade and Teaching are provided with 
schools in which are taught the branches relating to them. These schools 
are regarded as necessary to an advanced civilization and their utility is 
universally conceded. But the great industrial pursuits of agriculture 
and the mechanic arts, have, in this country, received comparatively little 
attention, and it is to provide for special instruction in these great depart- 
ments of human labor, that the provision referred to was made. A school 
where shall be taught the branches that relate to agriculture, mining, en- 
gineering, agriculture, commerce and manufactures, is contemplated ; and 
no person acquainted with the social condition of our state will deny its 
importance. Whatever instruction may be given in literature, language, 
mathematics, ethics, phlosophy and science, in such an institution, must 
be given to subserve the general purpose of promoting a knowledge of 
''Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts." 

In regard to the best means of securing the object sought by the grant 
referred to, it is not strange that there are different opinions. While 
some would make the curriculum of the Industrial College include the 
usual college studies, and give special instruction in the industrial arts, 
others would make the course of study strictly professional and provide 
DO facilities for liberal culture. 

These different opinions arise from a disagreement in regard to what it 
is necessary to teach men, in order to enable them to observe and to think; 
which all agree in regarding as the object of education. We need to 
guard against both a blind adherence to, and a blind disregard of prece- 
dent. The course of study in most of the Agricultural Schools of Eu»- 
rope, seems to contemplate preparation for the farm alone. General cul- 
ture is not regarded as necessary. There, society has crystallized into 
regular forms, and the son generally intends to follow the occupation 
of his father. But a course of training adapted to the needs of Eu- 
ropean society is illy adapted to ours. The young men of the country 
will not be satisfied with an education that fits them for one pursuit 
alone. Not knowing what pursuit they may be called to follow, they feel 
the need of that culture necessary to fit them for any. The tendency of 
our institutions is to destroy classes, and our educational systems must 
provide for the necessities growing out of this tendency. That course of 
study that makes the most liberal provision for generous culture is most 
ia harmony with the requirements of American society. The wonderful 
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inventive power, the facility with which mind in this country adapts itself 
to the different pursuits of life, and the resistless energy developed under 
the influence of our free institutions, all indicate the need of a caltore 
broader than is generally provided in schools strictly industrial in our 
own or other countries. 

Industrial education involves a knowledge of principles and their ap- 
plications. Experience has established the fact that the principles must 
first be learned, and the applications afterwards. ^^Agriculture and the 
Mechanic Arts " involve a knowledge of Mathematics pure and applied, 
as well as of Botany, Chemistry, Physiology and other branches of Na- 
tural Science, together with such general learning as is necessary to a 
proper understanding of these. Now, if provision is made in High Schools 
and Academies for obtaining this necessary antecedent knowledge, the In- 
dustrial School may be strictly professional or practical, and those enter- 
ing it may be admitted on condition of sustaining the requisite examina- 
tion ; but it is evident that the act of Congress was framed to meet the 
difficulty that here presents itself, for it affords the widest latitude in 
making the curriculum of the institution. It is believed that many years 
must elapse before such provision will be made in this State for the ne- 
cessary preparatory scientific instruction, as will warrant the founding of 
a school where '' Agriculture. and the Mechanic Arts" alone shall be 
taught, 

Two plans have been suggested ; first, to found an Industrial College, 
where shall bo taught the branches related to agriculture and the me- 
chanic arts, and where these great pursuits shall be practically taught ; 
and, second, to engraft an industrial department on some literary institu- 
tion already founded. In considering the latter we cannot overlook the 
fact that experience has proved that professional schools of all kinds 
must rest upon a foundation of their own. They may be departments 
of a great university, but they should be governed by an independent 
board of managers, or there is danger that they may be kept in that sub^ 
ordinate pos:tion that precludes development. In general, schools founded 
for the promotion of the arts of agriculture, mining, architecture, en- 
gineering, drawing, etc., are separately endowed and managed, in Europe 
and this country. Of three hundred and fifty agricultural schools estab** 
lished in Great Britain, France, and Germany, only fourteen have any 
direct connection with other institutions of learning, and where this con- 
nection does exist it is rather nominal than real. The attempt to de- 
velope normal departments, by engrafting them on academies and col- 
leges, has, so far as we know, been attended with little success either in 
other States or our own. 

The plan, which seems most practicable, is to found a State Industrial 
University, with such departments or schools as will embrace the mechanic 
arts and agriculture, and to develop these departments as the interests of 
the State may demand. That of agriculture, being generally conceded to 
be of greatest relative importance^ should be developed immediately, 
while those of mining, engineering, architecture, manufacture, etc., may 
follow as their need becomes recognized by the people of the State. 

The following "Plan of an Agricultural School," by John A. Porter, 
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Professor of Agricultural Chemistry, in tlie Yale Scientific School, is 
suggestive and the result of observation and reflection. 

Such a school should embrace 

'* Ih'at, A well stocked and well furnished farm, fully up to the stand- 
ard of the best agriculture of the world, to show what the best existing 
practice is. 

Secondly. An experimental farm, to improve on the best practice and 
advance the cause of agriculture. 

Thirdly^ The means of instruction in all the sciences connected with 
the culture of the soil. 

The farm should comprise in its buildings and yards, all of the im- 
proved arrangements, for the feeding and wintering of stock ; all of the 
manure-saving and manure-making, and labor-saving contrivances; all 
of the improved machinery and implements which have been submitted 
to the test of experience, and have been proved to be of economical 
value. Everything should be planned and constructed from the outset 
with a sole view to economy and profit, and in the subsequent history of 
the farm, it should be regarded as successful, just in proportion to its 
pecuniary returns. The farm should be stocked with cattle and horses, 
and all other domestic animals of different breeds, including as great a 
variety as possible, in order to show the characteristics of the different 
races, and give to pupils the opportunity of studying their peculiarities. 
It should be under the superintendence of a thoroughly practical man, 
and be conducted at his own risk and for his own profit. Model farming in 
any practical and economical sense of the term, is not likely to be real- 
ized on any other plan. It is by no means so important that the farm 
should be the best farm in the country, as that it should be the best man- 
aged farm. If it should furnish obstacles to be overcome in the charac- 
ter of its soil, necessity of draining, soiUmixing, or other improvements, 
so much the better rather than the worse. The farming of a rich virgin 
soil calls far no aid of science, and demands no skill. The obstacles are 
just what are wanted to illustrate what skillful scientific farming is, when 
the farmer, as well as nature has something to do. 

The second great want of the country, in an agricultural point of view, 
is an experimental /arm, connected with the practical farm as above de- 
scribed, and devoted to experiments in Scientific Agriculture. The sub- 
jects for experiment of practical importance to every farmer, are inumer^^ 
able, Botation of crops, admixture of soils, the preparation and use of 
manures, the diseases of plants, the introduction of new plants, are a few 
among the number. The experimental farm should be under the control 
of the chemical and other professors, for experiments in their several 
departments ; and be regarded as purely experimental ground, where the 
idea of immediate profit should not interfere in the least degree with per- 
fect freedom of investigation. The other or main farm being conducted 
with a view to profit alone, the accounts of the two should be kept entire- 
ly distinct, and all material passing from one to the other should be paid 
for with a fair equivalent. 

ij: ^ * * ^1« ^ ^c :ic 
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The experimental farm would not probably be remunerative in a pecu- 
niary sense, but it would be the means of testing for the associated farm 
and the country, the value of suggested improvements, of teaching the 
science of experiments to pupils of the institution, and from time to 
time of bringing to light new and important truths in Scientific 
Agriculture. 

A Museum of Agricultural Products is another essential feature of an 
agricultural institution, such as the country needs. It should exhibit 
grain roots^ fruits, woods in all their variety. Its collections would serve 
for the purpose of illustration in lectures on Agricultural Botany and 
Physiology. A Botanical Garden connected with it would add greatly to 
its value. 

A Museum of Agricultural Implements should also form a part of its 
means of instruction. These would serve as illustrations of lectures on 
the mechanics of agriculture, in which these operations would be explain- 
ed, and their comparative merits considered. 

Such collections can be made at comparatively trifling expense. A 
suitable building being provided, the material to All it would flow in from 
the liberality of farmers and manufacturers, quite as fast as could be 
desired. 

A Veterinary Hospital, for the treatment of diseased animals of the 
vicinity of the farm, would also be an essential feature of the plan. It 
should be under the charge of a competent Veterinary Surgeon, who 
would give instruction in the nature and cure of the various diseases to 
which animals are subject. 

The principal branches of science which should be taught in an Agri- 
cultural School, are Chemistry, Meteorology, Geology, Mineralogy, Zoology, 
Entomology, Animal and Vegetable Physiology, Veterinary Medicine and 
Surgery. To these may be added Surveying, a knowledge of which is of 
the utmost convenience to the farmer, and should form a part of a liberal 
Agricultural Education. Chemistry stands prominent in the list, in view 
of its superior and acknowledged importance. Agriculture aims at the 
transformation of earth and air into grain and wood and fruit. The pro- 
cess is, in a great part, chemical: Every dung hill and compost heap, 
and square foot of soil is a laboratory. Every farmer, whether he would 
be or not, is a chemist from the very nature of his profession. But it is 
open to his choice to be an ignorant one,, or to possess himself of the 
knowledge of the properties and mutual relations of the materials with 
which he deals. Thiti knowledge he needs, and must obtain from the 
scientific chemist. It is none the less necessary if he never makes an 
analysis. It makes him a rational and economical experimenter, and 
thus puts him on the road to advance in his profession. 

The importance of Mii^eralogy and Geology, which treat of materials 
out of which soils are formed, and from which they derive their character, 
whose principles guide the .agriculturalist in his search for fertilizing 
materials, and frequently furnish him with the most valuable hints in 
locating and improving his lands, is equally obvious. 

The importance of Meteorology, or the knowledge of the relations of heat 



49 

and moisture to the atmosphere, and the soil, and the plant, and of the 
laws on which changes of weather depend, is no less apparent. 

Although, not necessarily of every day applioatien, all these branches 
form, properly, a part of a liberal agricultural education, and so of all 
the other sciences which haye been mentioned. 

The enterprising man, possessed of 6uoh knowledge, will find abundant 
occasion for its application, and abundant suggestions in its possession. 
On t^e value of the knowledge of the principles involved in the breeding 
of stock, and the laws on which its improvement depends ; of the dis- 
eases of plants and animals, and of insects injurious to vegetation, and 
the means to be employed against them, it is needless to dwell. Instruc- 
tion in all these branches should obviously form a part of an agricultural 
course. 

What a center of light would such a school as is here described be to the 
whole agricultural community. All purported discoveries in agriculture 
would come to it to be tested, and important truths developed by experi- 
ment would go forth from it to the world. Through its public museums, 
its well arranged buildings, its variety of stock, and latest improvements 
in every department, open to the public, it would become the direct in- 
structor of the whole farming community. Through its pupils it would 
disseminate widely the varied practical information which its course would 
furnish. And, beyond all this, it might be made the means of eliciting 
the experimental labor of hundreds of intelligent farmers throughout the 
country, for the decision of the important agricultural questions which are 
still unsettled." 

Industrial education is both an effect and a cause of a high civilization. 
The interest with which it is regarded by the best thinkers of the coun- 
try is an encouraging indication of the progress we may expect during the 
next few years. Being the most important department of education, it is 
the last to receive general attention, but in this respect it furnishes no ex- 
ception to the law of progress. No subject of an educational character 
will probably come before the legislature, requiring more deliberation and 
wisdom in its consideration than this. Definite action seems to be neces- 
sary at the present session in order to comply with the conditions of the 
Congressional grant. 

COMPULSORY EDUCATION. 

The subject of compulsory attendance at school was brought to the 
attentijn of the last legislature by the Assembly Committee on Education. 
No definite action was, however, recommended by the committee. The 
subject is one that is exciting public attention. The large number of 
" truants " and *^ absentees" found in our cities and villages is well cal- 
culated to awaken interest, for, there is a conviction in the public mind, 
that it is from these two classes, that our criminals are to come ; and the 
fearful increase of crime during the past few years, calls imperatively for 
such effort, as society can put forth for its own protection. 

No intelligent man will deny that the duty of the parent to provide 
food and clothing (for his child's body is^one from which he should 

4SUPT, 
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not be allowed to escape, bat no person will assert that the duty of pro« 
yi^ng knowledge for the child's mind is less imperative. Starving a 
child's bodj is execrated, bat starving his seal is permitted. Bat the 
consequences to society are far more dangeroas in the one case than in 
the oiher. An ignorant boy, with anoontrolled passions, indolent habits 
and hardened heart is certain to become the enemy of society, and there 
is no duty plainer than that which self preservation points out. Individ-* 
ual rights must be respected and protected, but individual wrongs can 
claim no such immunity. 

In establishing Free Schools and supporting them by taxation, we pledge 
society to the use of all the means necessary to render these schoob effi- 
cient, and this taxation beneficent. To build school houseS; and to hire 
teachers by public tax^ and then to leave these school houses unoccupied 
and these teachers without work, is sheer mockery. The state assumed 
an obligation to secure the atendance of the children at school, when it 
decided to compel each citizen to pay a part of his property to support these 
schools: The State justifies its action on the ground that education is a 
public interest, but this public interest is obligatory upon every individual, 
hence, if the individual neglects his duty, or if its performance is ims 
possible, society should lend its aid. To guard society against the effects 
of ignorance is no less a duty than to prevent disease or to enforce the 
usual sanitary regulations. 

Ex-Governor Boutwell, of Massachusetts, has well said : << The only 
rule on which taxes can be levied justly is that the object sought is of 
public necessity or manifest public convenience. It quite often happens 
that men of our own generation are insensible or indifferent to the true 
relation of the citizen to the cause of education. Some seem to imagine 
that their interest in schools, and of course their moral obligation to sup- 
port them ceases with the education of their own children. This is a 
great error. The public has no right to levy a tax for the education of 
any particular child, or family of children ; but its right of taxation com- 
mences when the education or plan of education is universal, and ceases 
whenever the plan is limited, or the operations of the system are circum- 
scribed' No man can be taxed properly because he has children of his 
own to educate ,- this may be a reason with some for cheerful payment, 
but it has in itself no element of a just principle- Wien, however, the 
people decide that education is a matter of public concern, then taxation 
for its promotion rests upon the same foundation as the most important 
departments of government. As parents, we have a special interest in 
our children ; as citizens, it is this, that they may be honest, industrious 
and effective in their labors. This interest we have in all children." 

But if it is a duty to provide schools for all, it is a duty to see that all 
are educated. The power to compel attendance, inheres in society if the 
power of taxation does. But it is not always wise for society to exercise 
a power because it possesses it. Under a government of democratic forms 
the sanction of public feeling is essential to the enforcement of law. In- 
terference with individual rights is never justified except by the demands 
of the public good. A law requiring the regular attendence of all children 
at school, and enforced by penalties, would be repugnant to the feelings 



51 

of the people, and is perhaps not yet demanded by the public good, but 
some legislation, authorizing cities and incorporated villages to prevent 
truancy and absenteeism from school, would, it is believed, be acceptable 
to the citizens of the State. The Legislature of Massachutts, in 1862, 
passed an act, entitled '^ An act concerning truant children and absentees 
from school,'' which provides as follows : 

<' Section 1. Each city and town shall make all needful provisions 
and arrangements, concerning habitual truants, and also concerning 
children wandering about in the streets, or public places of any city or 
town, having no lawful occupation or business, not attending school, and 
growing up in ignorance, between the ages of seven and sixteen years ; 
and shall also make all such by-laws respecting such children as shall be 
deemed most conducive to their welfare and the good order of such city 
or town ; and there shall be annexed to such by-laws, suitable penalties, 
not exceeding twenty dollars for any one breach. 

** Section 2. Any minor convicted of being an habitual truant, or any 
child convicted of wandering about in the streets or public places of any 
city or town, having no lawful occupation or business, not attending 
school, and growing up in ignorance, between the ages of seven and six- 
teen years, may, at the discretion of the justice or court having jurisdic- 
tion of the case, instead of the fine mentioned in the first section, be com- 
mitted to any such institution of instruction, house of reformation, or 
suitable situation provided for the purpose, under the authority of the 
first section, for such time, not exceeding two years, as such justice or 
court may determine." 

Special policemen or ** traant oflicers" are appointed, to whom habitual 
truants or absentees from school are reported, and whose duty it is to in^ 
vestigate such cases, and if need be to bring the offenders before the police 
court. 

The City Superintendent of the Boston City Schools, in a late report 
says, ■* We have four truant officers appointed by the Mayor and confirmed 
by the Board of Aldermen, who devote their whole time to the business 
of aiding teachers in suppresing the evil of truancy, and in securing the 
attendance of absentees from school. The services of those officers have 
eontrlbuted in no small degree to extend the benefit of education to a 
large class of children who would otherwise have been deprived of its 
blessings. Indeed, the law which provides for the appointment of truant 
officers, and makes children not attending any school, or without any 
regular or lawful occupation, or growing up in ignorance, between the 
ages of five and sixteen years, liable to punishment, is now a permanent 
and indispensable element of our system of public education. 

Truant laws have been enacted and truant officers appointed in Chelsea, 
Lawrence, South Danvers, Newton, Dedham and other towns of Mas- 
sachusetts, 'and the testimony in regard to their practical operation is uni- 
formly favorable. 

SCHOOL LAWS. 

There are certain modifications of our school system that cannot much 
longer be postponed. Among school officers and others who have watched 
its practical working, there are very few who do not urge the adoption of 
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ft plan wbicli shall secure to the towns the advantages of gradation, diyi- 
sion of labor, and harmony of action in the management of their public 
0oboolf. 

Under the present system each district must provide instruction for 
obildren studying all the branches inckded in a common school education. 
In schools of sixty scholars there may often be found from five to ten 
studying the primer and learning the simplest combinations of numbers ; 
and as many more studying history, algebra and physiology. Thirty or 
forty are learning to read, write and cipher, and their various stages of 
progress require from six to ten different classes. There will be found in 
such a school, from fifteen to twenty classes in all. This, if we deduct an 
hour for rest and general exercises, gives fifteen to twenty minutes of the 
teacher's time for each class during the day:' Most of the pupils need aid 
in preparing their lessons, and their progress depends upon the help they 
individually reaeive from the teacher. It need not be stated that in a 
school thus organized, (or rather, disorganized) there can be little pro- 
gress. If the time of the children were simply wasted, and the expense 
of supporting such a school were simply thrown away, while it would be 
lamentable, it might be borne ; but the real loss is in the utter aversion 
that the scholars come to feel towards teacher, books and school. This 
is the beginning of indolence, indifference, apathy and truancy. 

Besides, the small wages that most districts pay teachers, will nctcom^ 
mand the ability necessary to teach the more advanced pupils, and meth- 
ods and discipline suitable to the younger scholars are so different from those 
adapted to the older ones that they cannot be adopted in the same school. 
Common sense teaches us that a school thus constituted must be a failure. 
The principle of division of labor ^is as applicable to educational work as 
to any other. 

We also often find, in the same town, two school houses in adjoining 
districts, in one of which there are twenty pupils, and in the other fifty. 
Of course, in the latter case, the teacher is utterly unable to perform the 
labor required, and in the former the teacher lacks the stimulus that more 
pupils would give. Both schools are failures, and from opposite causes. 

Much of the irregularity and non-attendanoo that are creating distrust 
in the minds of the people, in regard to our public school system, origi- 
nate in the poor schools we have under existing laws. No sensible parent 
cares to send his child to a school taught by a person who has no power 
to adapt his instruction to the capacity of the pupil. He knows that it 
is better for the child to spend his time in work at home, than to waste ifc 
in idleness at school j and the child feels that there is no loss, when he 
can remain at home a week, and, on his return, find his classmates asking 
him for aid in learning the lessons he learned a year before. 
., Again, no school can long prosper without constant and intelligent su- 
pervision. To secure this under the present law is impossible. In many 
of the counties of the state, the County Superintendent is unable to visit 
all the schools under his supervision during the year. There are very 
few superintendents who visit the schools of their respective counties 
twice a year. Although it is made the duty of District Boards to visit 
the schools under their charge, yet this duty is very generally neglected ; 
not because these officers are indifferent to the interests of their schools, but 
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because they cannot spend time to do what they are not conscious of being 
able to perform well. The consequence is a neglect of the school, not 
only by school officers, but parents also. The teacher is left wholly to 
himself; feeling no responsibility, despairing of aid, knowing that effort 
on bis part is uuncticed, he becomes indiflFerent, complains of the difficul- 
ties that surround him, and impatiently waits for the end of his term. 
The scholars lose all interest in study, and naturally resort to some means 
of breaking the monotony of school life ; their estimate of their time and 
privileges corresponds with the price their parents and teacher have put 
upon them, and they regard the time spent in the school room as lost. 

There is no other department of labor that wo ihus neglect. Mining, 
building, engineering, manufacturiDg and farming are all systematically 
maoaged. Supervision, intelligent, constant and careful, is regarded as 
indispensable in all callings and avocations except teaching. The county 
Superintendency was a step in the right direction. We need to go 
farther. We need town Eupervision, and if we cannot secure the " Town- 
ship District System," wjo shall be obliged to provide a town superin- 
tendency. 

The two things, then, that most strongly recommend this system, are 
gradation and supervision. These are absolutely essential to the progress 
of our public schools. To secure them we appeal to the wisdom and 
power of the legislature. 

The adoption of the '^ Township District System " will be attended 
with no serious difficulties. It will disorganize no districts now in exist- 
ence, require no changes in management not easily made, and will not de- 
prive the people of the towns of the power to control their educational 
affairs. 

It will afford to each parent an opportunity of sending his children to . 
such schools in his own town as are most convenient and suitable. It 
will enable country towns to grade their schools, and thus secure at home 
those educational advantages that at present are limited to our cities and 
large villages. By the appointment of a town board, to be selected by 
the district officers, efficiency, unity, harmony and economy, w<>uld be se- 
cured. The secretary of the board would act as its executive officer, aid- 
ing teachers in grading and classifying pupils, and by constant supervis- 
ion, promote the advancement of scholars and enforce the requirements 
of the board and the laws of the State. 

In the States of Indiana, Ohio, Iowa, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts, where the system has been tested by 
years of trial, there is no difference of opinion in regard to its economy, 
simplicity and efficiency. 

This measure was earnestly urged by my predecessor in 1863, but the 
bill failed to receive that consideration necessary to secure its passage, 
although both committees of education recommended it, and the Senate 
endorsed the recommendation. If the *' Township District System " 
shall not receive the approval of the legislature, certain amendments of 
our school law, as it now exists, are necessary. 

Sub-sections 5, 6 and 9, of section 19, should be so amended as to 
permit the people to raise a larger amount by taxation. The increased 
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cost of materials for building, and the greater wages necessary to be paid 
to teachers, render the necessity of the change qiute obyious. 

Sub-section 13, of section 19, relating to the tine a school shall be 
taught in order to entitle the district to a portion of the school fund 
income, should be so amended as to require a school to be taught at least 
five months instead of three. 

Such legislation as will prevent the too common practice of employing 
teachers holding no legal certificate of qualification, and paying them out 
of the public school moneys, is earnestly recommended. 

Such amendment of section 43 as will secure a more correct 
school census of those oyer 4 and under 20 years of age is desirable. It 
is upon this census that the annual apportionment is made, and there is 
reason for belieying that it is not as reliable as it should be. 

Section 50 should be so amended as to provide that persons appointed 
to fill vacancies in a District Board shall hold office in virtue of such 
appointment until the annual meeting next succeeding. 

Section 53 is misunderstood in some portions of the State, and its 
meaning is not as plain as it should be. It requires that the branches 
therein mentioned shall be taught in the Bnglish language, but numerous 
complaints have reached this office that this requirement is disregarded. 

Section 62 should be so amended as to conform to the spirit of our 
statutes as regards taxation of merchants' and manufacturers' stock. 

The statute does not exempt merchants' and manufacturers' stock from 
taxation, for school purposes, in the district where the owner resides, 
though it may be situated in another district and be legally taxed there. 

Section 102 does not require that a teacher, in order to obtain a certifi- 
cate, shall be examined in the History of the United States, nor in the 
* Theory and Art of Teaching. These branches are so important, that it 
is believed that no person unable to pass an examination in them, is qual- 
ified to teach a public school. It is respectfully recommended that they 
be included in the branches required for a Third Grade Certificate. 

An act is* recommended, making it the duty of the Regents of the Uni" 
versity and of the District Boards of the several school districts of the 
State to admit into the University and into any of the public Schools, 
without charge, all persons who, when minors, enlisted in the military 
service of the United States, and have been honorably discharged there- 
from, and to extend to them all the privileges of said institution and 
schools for and during a period equal to the time they spent in the said 
service, prior to their attaining the age of twenty- one years: 

Although changes in the school laws should be avoided, when no ben- 
eficial object is to be gained thereby, yet it must be borne in mind, that 
amendments become necessary from time to time in order to adapt the 
laws to changes in the social condition of the people. At the present 
time, sound legislation will develop rather than change our school sy stem; 
;1 Other interests are more obtrusive than that of education. It is oham^^ 
pioned by no class, sect or party, hence its claims are at times disregard- 
ed, but it is confidently believed that its relations to the welfare of the 
State will be more clearly perceived in the future than in the past. 

JOHN G. MoMYNN. 



APPENDIX. 



SPECIAL REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 



[On the Ist of July a circular was addressed to the County Superintendents, in 
Wluch' they were requested to forward with their Statistical Reports, special written 
Beports upon the condition of the schools in their respoctiTO counties, and to state 
iheir opinion in regard to the practicability of the " Township District System." 
They were informed that their Special Reports would, so far as practicable, be pub- 
lished in connection with the Annual Report from this office.] 



BROWN COUNTY. 

I have been prey en ted by sickness from obtaining as full and accurate 
infornaation upon matters connected with the interests of the schools of 
this county as I desired. 

There are in Brown county sixty-seven school houses. Four have 
been built during the year, two of them are very fine structures, taste* 
fallj and conveniently arranged for the health and comfort of scholars ; 
one has two departments and a recitation room for each department. 
There is no question upon which the public mind needs more enlighten- 
ing than in school architecture. In many instances sites are selected 
without reference to health or pleasantness of situation. In the erection 
of houses, the health, comfort and convenience of children are disre- 
garded, and the principle of ventilation entirely ignored. 

There have been sixty-five schools in this county during the year end* 
ing August 31, at an average price per month of $40 01 for males, and 
923 67 for females. 3,755 pupils have attended these schools, an average 
of a fraction more than 57 to each teacher, only 103 less than the whole 
number the school houses will now accommodate, and leaving 2,402 
children without school accommodation. How and where these 2,402 
children are to be educated I am not able to say. It is possible, (I think 
quite probable,) that the Township District System, if adopted, might con- 
tribute to that end. It would encourage the establishment of a Graded 
School in every town, larger and more convenient school houses would be 
erected for that purpose, and more room left in the primary schools for 
those that are now excluded for want of room. Every child in the state 
IB justly and morally entitled to an education, and it would seem to be the 
clear duty of the State to make adequate accommodations to promote and 
secure the largest and most regular attendance upon the schools estab- 
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lished by law. The success of our common schools depends, not omly 
upon haying active and efficient teachers, but upon the degree of interest 
manifested by the people in their support. 

The principal reason why greater progress is not made in our schools, 
is the frequent change of teachers. In a large majority of districts, 
sohools have been taught three months in the summer, and three months 
in winter, with a long vacation between each term, and in almost every 
instance new teachers take charge of the sohools. It must be obvious to 
every one that great loss must result from this practice. I have urged 
the importance of levying a tax sufficient for a nine months school, and of 
employing the same teacher from term to term, in order to secure a better 
class of teacherS; and a richer return for the money expended. 

More attention ought to be paid to primary instruction. Pupils are 
hurried forward too fast in their studies, and do not acquire a thorough 
and accurate knowledge of the primary branches. The slate, blackboard, 
chart and outline map are indispensable instruments in primary schools. 
Every school house should be furnished with them. They enable the 
teacher to group the pupils into classes, and so operate upon a number of 
minds at the same time, instead of frittering away his time upon single 
pupils. '"'' 

The foregoing is submitted, with the hope, that the Township District 
System may take the place of the present school district system, believing 
that under it, our schools throughout the state will improve to the satis- 
faction of all. 

B. HICKS, 

County Superintendent, 



BUFFALO COUNTY. 

In regard to the condition of our schools I cannot say as they have 
made much progress during the last year. In consequence of high war 
taxes there was not much expended in building or repairing shool houses, 
and a majority of the districts maintained but three months school. 
There will be a decided improvement in regard to the matter in this en- 
suing year. There will bo at least seven new school houses built, and a 
large number are now being repaired. A large majority of the districts 
will maintain a school for two terms, and but very few will adhere to the 
old three months system. 

As to the township system I do not think it will prove of much value 
to a new county, and for my part I am opposed to it on the ground of it 
being but another step toward the concentration of power, and all con- 
jcentrations of power have ever proved destructiveto republican forma of 
government. I might argue the question at some length, but it has been 
discussed by abler pens than mine. 

ROBERT LEES, 

County Superintendent. 



59 
CLARK COUNTY. 

In accordance with a request from the department of Public Instmo- 
tion, I submit the following items relative to the schools of this county, 
with some suggestions concerning the school law : 

Among the improvements in the condition of the schools of Clark 
Gonnty, I have the pleasure of stating that with the assistance and co- 
operation of the district officers and teachers, I have been able to estab- 
lish a uniformity of Text Books in the schools throughout the county — a 
matter I deem of great importance, and the neglect of which has done 
mnch to retard the progress of the schools in our county. 

A higher standard of qualifications has been demanded of our teachers, 
and it has been secured by refusing certificates to about one-third of the 
applicants for the position of teacher — and the present standard is not 
liigh enough for the future, for our schools are advancing, and the teacher 
who falls behind must leave the ranks. * 

The school houses of the county will perhaps average with those of 
other parts of the State as new and sparsely settled. They are very far 
from what they should be, and as our county is fast filling up with intel- 
ligent and enterprising people, we may expect each year to see decided 
improvement in the school houses of the county. It is expected, and sin- 
cerely to be hoped, that a substantial, commodious, neatly finished and 
furnished building for the accommodation of a graded school, will be 
built in the village of Neillsville during the coming year. 

The furniture of the school rooms, generally, is quite meager — many 
of the districts seeming (by their actions at least) to think an old pail, a 
battered, rusty and leaky tin cup and a new broom about once in two 
years, all that is necessary for either use or ornament about a school room. 
In a few districts, however, we find good blackboards, outline maps, 
globes, clocks, curtains, etc., etc. In all these matters our districts are 
constantly improving, but not so rapidly as they ought to do. 

Many of our district officers fail to comply with the law in reference to 
visiting the schools as well as in some other respects; the cause of this 
failure is not so much unwillingness to comply with the law, as negligence 
and carelessness on the part of those intrustea with this important matter. 
I also infer from the reports of district and town clerks that in some 
districts, not to say towns, very little is known of their actual financial 
condition^ and I am certain that reports from such districts must be very 
inaccurate and defective. A little more care in the selection of school 
officers would remedy many imperfections that are now apparent. The 
advice contained in the circular from the State Superintendent to the 
electors of each district at the last annual meeting, if carried out (and it 
should be) would remave the difficulties above mentioned. 

I would recommend a change in the law so as to require (after a school 
district has been organized one year) at least ^iv^ months school each year 
in order to draw the public money. 

If this change can be made, the business or profession of teaching will 
offer more steady and permanent employment, and thus secure and retain 
a better class of teachers than the present system does. In the older set- 
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tied portions of the State it would perhaps make little or no difference, 
bat in oar new and thinly settled counties it would assist us in retaining 
the serrices of the good teachers who come among us to teach, and can 
remain but a short time for want of more steady employment. Teachers 
would also work for less wages if they had more steady employment in 
one place; It would be the means of securing more schooling in those 
distriets and neighborhoods most in need of it, and where their only am- 
bition is to secure the State money and a cheap teacher, with a limited 
certificate, the only kind they enquire for, saying ''ours is a backward 
school," and ''we can't afford to employ a first class teacher'' — and they 
will, under present arrangements always remain backward, and the chil» 
dren will be what their Others before them have been. In one of the 
districts of this county, not long since, the district board was composed of 
men, no one of whom could write his name, and I presume the same thing 
has occurred in other places. If they are compelled by law to sustain 
more school, these backward districts would soon become more interested 
in educational matters, and men interested in the subject as well as capable, 
would be elected to office — better schools and a better state of society would 
follow. 

And again, a child attending school only three months in a year from 
the age of six to eighteen (the usual or greatest period of attendance in 
the country) would only attend three years, leaying nine years of wasted 
time so far as school is concerned, and that too being the time of most 
importance to the child in obtaining an education. The above subject I 
belieye to be one of importance, and I hope it may be presented to the 
next legislature, and acted upon as its merits demand. 

On the township district system I haye nothing to say^ 

JOHN S. DORE, 

County Superintendent, 



COLUMBIA COUNTY. 

There are twenty- one towns in this county, (exclusive of Portage City, 
which is not under the county system): In these towns I have, during the 
past year, in the regular course of my work, made about two hundred 
and fifty visits ^to one hundred and forty different schools. I never give 
previous notice of my visits, so that I always find the schools in their 
ordinary every*day operation. It is my custom at these visits, after in- 
speeting the schools, to give such counsel to the different classes or to 
the school at large, concerning the studies pursued and other practical 
matters as the particular circumstances of the case seem to require, and 
then to consult with the teacher separately, concerning Buch changes 
and improvements in his plans and modes of instruction as seem to be 
needed. I have often found that conferences and consultations with the 
district officers and patrons of the school have been of permanent benefit 
the educational interests of the district. 
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Examinationt and Certifidates. 

I have appointed and held nineteen public meetings for the examina- 
tion of teachers^ since my last report ; nine last fall, and ten last spring. 
These meetings were attended by about 320 applicants for examination 
and license as teachers. To 228 of them certificates were granted, but as 
a majority of them were limited to six months, many of the teachers 
were examined twice during the year. I have found frequent examina- 
tions of the teachers decidedly beneficial to the schools, and hence re- 
quire the mass of the teachers to be present at these meetings both fall 
and spring. These meetings have also been so conducted as to serve as 
far as possible the purpose of Teachers' Institutes to such teachers as 
were unable to attend the regular Institute ; short practical lectures on 
the theory and practice of teaching, and model class exercises, being 
alternated with the proper examination exercises. 

Teacher^s Reports. 

A system of monthly reports has been adopted in this county and ad^ 
hcred to for the last three years. Blanks are so constructed as to lead 
the mind of the teacher to seek and put in practice every improvement 
within his reach. These reports are intended mainly as a stimulus and 
aid to well-directed exertion on the part of the teachers, and a link of 
co-operation between them and their superintendent. 



General Progress, 

There is a growing and deep-rooted interest among the people of this 
county in the cause of education, and a disposition and desire to keep 
our public schools constantly improving. There is a growing demand 
for first rate teachers. 

School Houses, 

Several new school houses have been finished during the year, and sev- 
eral more will be put under contract this fall. By the plans which I 
have recommended, and which are now generally adopted, one end of the 
school room is finished without door or window, with a continuous wall 
which is covered with black-board for a breadth of about five feet, com« 
mencing say two feet from the floor, and extending upward to the height 
of about seven feet. Across the end of the room from this black-board 
to the seats, a clear space of from six to twelve feet (according to the 
size of the house) is left for class exercises, free from stools, platforms, 
desks, pulpits or other obstructions. We hold that platforms and pul- 
pits (or the old stationary, cumbrous, useless platform and obstruction 
called the teacher's depk) are as much out of place in a country school 
room as in any other workshop where twenty to fifty persons must be con- 
stantly employed. 
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Oraded Schools. 

All the Tillages in this county (except Otsego), yiz : Cambria, Pardee- 
ville Wyocena, Kilbourn City, Fall River, Columbus, Poynette, and 
last ' but not least, Lodi, have adopted the plan of dividing their 
schools into departments, in which the pupils are graded according 
to their degree of advancement, the higher departments generally 
being under the charge of men of experience and ability, and 
the lower being confided to skillful, trusty and industrious female 
teachers. The plan works well, and that too, under the ordinary district 
organization. 

District Libraries, 

A few of our districts still maintain small district libraries. But the 
withholding of legislative encouragement for that object, and the daz- 
zling, deceptive, miserably devised, abortive attempt to establish ** town- 
ship " libraries, have given our library arrangements such a shock that 
they now need special attention and care. As an adjunct to the school, 
the district library may become very useful. When shall we begin again ? 

The " Tovmship District System." 

In regard to the proposed " Township System," I will say that in har- 
mony with what I believe to be the sentiment of a large majority of the 
thinking men of our State, I believe that the adoption of such a system 
in Wisconsin is not desirable, nor likely to prove beneficial to the educa'* 
tional interests of our people. 

The following, in brief, are a few of the reasons which may be assigned 
for this opinion : 

1. Our townships are arbitrary divisions of land, established by sur- 
vey before settlement, and in numberless cases very badly situated for 
school purposes. Our school districts on the other hand are established 
after the neighborhoods are settled, with especial reference to convenience 
for gohool purposes. 

2. Our townships (thirty-six square miles each,) are too large for the 
convenient operation ^of the township system. That system is best 
adapted to a dense population in small territorial limits. 

3. The township system is directly calculated to diminish the home 
intereitj (which is worth almost everything in educational affairs,) by re- 
moving the care and concern of the schools one step further from tho 
people at home, and tends to centralize, monopolize, and de-republicanise 
our general system of ^republican agencies ; (a result eagerly sought and 
anxiously anticipated by some educational schemers). We cannot truly 
and suitably educate the mass of our youth without the active and hearty 
co«*operation of the mass of the people ; this oo'^operation the district 
system requires, invites and incites, while the township system does not. 

4. Many of the evils complained of and charged upon the district sys- 
tem, are evils of human nature, and not peculiar to any system ; these 
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evils would exist in a modified form under the township, as now under the 
digtrict system. The change of systems would be merely shifting the 
boot to the other foot. 

5, We do not need the proposed system for the promotion of graded 
flcliools. We can have them just as well under the present system, and 
they are actually multiplying and flourishing under the district system. 
They cannot flourish where the population is very sparse, under any 
system. 

6. New York and those States which have retained the district sys- 
tem, are making as good progress, to say the least, in educational matters, 
as Pennsylvania and the other States which have adopted the township 
system. 

7: What we do need. I have not space to review the exaggerated 
anticipations of those who expect the township system to be the Elysian 
field of popular education. tVe now have an excellent school system, 
especially adapted to the character, wants and condition of our people. 
It is, however, capable of improvement, I will mention three points 
wherein improvements seem to be needed, and will. I trust, soon be se^ 
cured: 1- The better education of teachers, by means of normal schools 
and other agencies. 2. A means of guarding against neglect on the 
part of the district board, and stimulating the activities of the district 
clerk, by allowing him a small compensation in cash for actual services. 
3. The adoption of the assembly district, instead of the county, as the 
extent of territory assigned to each local superintendent, thus admitting 
of a more thorough supervision of all the schools. 

D. W. ROSENKRANS, 

County Superintendent, 



CRAWFORD COUNTY. 

In addition to the annual statistical report already forwarded to you, I 
submit the following brief statement of the condition of the schools of 
this county. ^ 

During the year, one hundred and forty-five applicants have applied for 
license to teach. Of this number, ninety-six received third grade certifi- 
cates, and forty-nine were rejected. Twenty-three of those rejected were 
afterwards licensed to teach a three months school. I do not approve of 
the system of district certificates, but in this county it has seemed neces- 
sary in order to supply all the schbols with teachers. A few first and se- 
cond grade certificates have been granted, since my annual report, but are 
not included in the number given above. 

The actual average qualifications of teachers this year, as compared with 
last, I am unable to give, as different questions have been used, and in 
some respects, more difficult ones. A change for the better, however, fa 
noticeable, and with some of our teachers the improvement is very marked. 
Our teachers are improving also, in their methods of instruction, and with. 
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them, generally, there appears to be a higher appreoiation of the duties, 
responsibilities and importance of the teacher's calling. 

With few exceptions, all of the schools of the county have been rlBited 
irithin the year, some of them scyeral times. I haye found them doing 
as well as could be expected. In discipline, classification and general 
interest, there is an eyident improvement. The average attendance has 
been some in excess of last year, I think from ten to fifteen per cent. 

Five new school houses have been built during the year, and several of 
the old ones have been repaired, and rendered comparatively comfortable. 
A larger percentage of the houses, as you will notice in the general report, 
«re poor and entirely unfit for school purposes. 

"We have two graded schools in this county, having three departments 
each, aud in one of them four teachers were employed during the winter 
term. These schools are doing well, and the attendance is large. With a 
more perfect gradation, their usefulness would be much increased. 

The County Teachers' Association has held three meetings during the 
year, and an Institute of oue week was also held in October. The atten* 
dance at these meetings was small, but the interest was gocd, aud I be- 
lieve they have prepared the way for successful effort in the future. 

The proposed township system does not meet with much favor in this 
county. My individual opinion is, that if the system was established and 
practically carried into operation^ it would result beneficially to our 
schools. 

ORSON JACKSON, 

County Superintendent 



DANE COUNTY, 

Fint District. 

During the past year, everything considered, there has been a com- 
mendable increase of interest in our schools, both among patrons and 
teachers. Three very fine school buildings have been erected. The one 
at Sun Prairie containing three departments, is in every respect a building 
of which the friends of education in that place may well be proud. Many 
of the old structures have been remodeled and improved, rendering what 
was before unfit for school purposes quite serviceable and convenient. Much 
also has been done toward supplying proper surroundings to the school 
houses. Still, as will be seen by the statistical report, there is a shameful 
neglect in providing suitable outbuildings. Two districts are without 
school houses — one having been burned sometime during the summer. 

Probably there were more inexperienced teachers during the year past 
than during any previous year. Over sixty of those teaching had never 
taught before. Still most of them did well, while many taught excellent 
schools. 

But, perhaps, no one fact, to those not acquainted with the sohools 
themselves, shows more plainly the lively interest which teachers have 



taken in their work, tkan this one, that about thirtj teaohers were tx> 
amined twice, although the law requires them to be but onee, during the 
jear. Thus, the wide awake, life teaeher, sees in the examination an 
opportunity to lean something, and is ready to improye it, notwithstand- 
ing the two days of severe labor. 

One of the greatest di£Eiculties^ at present, in the way of the eleyation ' 
of our schools, is the unwillingness of the people to pay for the talent 
necessary for that purpose, what it will command in other pursuits. This 
will always giye us inexperienced teachers, and consequently a low grade 
of schools. 

I made about one hundred and fifty yisits during the year; and in a 
distiiot containing one hundred and twenty schools, all could not of 
course be visited, at this rate, each term. - This fact with others have 
shown me the fallacy of expecting a county officer to do all that is nees« 
sary in school visitation. We need an officer or officers who can visit the 
schools at least twice during each term, and I have yet to learn of any 
system which, to my mind, meets this want as well as the Town District 
System. 

A. B. PRENTICE, 

County Superintendent. 

DOOR COUNTY. 

In accordance with your instructions. I forward this my special report 
upon the condition of the schools of this county, and other matters con- 
nected therewith. In the statistical report you will see that there are 
nineteen school houses in the county. Another, not reported, and rank- 
ing with the best in the county, has just beet completed at Little Stur^* 
geon, in the town of Gardner, and is, I understand from the clerk, now 
l^eady for use. In this town, also, there is a house being built 24x30 feet, 
two stories, to be ready for use by the first day of January next. A 
large majority of the houses are worthless boxes, or log heaps, in the 
construction of which there seemed to have been no thought on the part 
0^ the designers of the comfort or convenience of teacher or pupil. In 
many cases there are a quantity of unsightly logs, which have been felled 
on about an acre of land, and left to decay, and beyond, in all directions, 
the forest bounds the vision. There are a few houses that are tolerable, 
but still not what they should be. There are no graded schools in the 
county. I think that this town needs one, but I fear that we shall not 
get one for a year or two yet. There have been held two public examina- 
tions since the first of January last. The number of applicants for li- 
cense was twenty-nine, of which number twenty-four were given third 
grade certificates, three of which were limited. The statistical report 
shows twenty-nine, but some certificates were given at private examina- 
tions, and were annulled by the law on the holding of a public examina- 
Uon, and others were given the parties on going into another town to 
teach. We need a better class of teachers generally, although we have 
some very good ones. May their numbers increase. The average attued- 

tanvv. 
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ance appears to be more enooaraging, as it is on the increase, b^ing 
aboat 44} per cent, last year, against 50f per cent, for tbe present jear. 
But still it shows a deplorable state of things. In the schools that I hare 
visited the conduct of the pupils has been good, and I noted good pro- 
greBS. There is a great want of interest by the parents and school boarda, 
and their visits are '* few and far between." 

I do not understand the merits of the proposed '^ Township District 
System/' never having seen anything in regard to it, except some refer- 
ences in the '^ Journal of Education," and in your last annual report. 
But with proper safeguards, it would be far preferable to the present sys- 
tem; As to its practicability, if the law is properly drafted, I think there 
can be no question. Our county is comparatively young, not having been 
in operation ^uite nine years, and the settlements isolated in a measure, 
being connected by very poor roads, so poor, in fact, that it is almost im- 
possible to get from place to place on wheels. 

But in winter it is not so difficult, as we then have a good snow path^ 
and can get about quite comfortably. From the above circumstances it 
is very difficult to get up <' Teachers' Associations," or teachers' visits to 
one another. There has never been an institute held in the county, and 
I confess that I am totally inexperienced in the matter of conducting 
them. However, I intend to make an effort as soon as I am able. There 
is great difficulty in getting men capable of filling the town and district 
offices, and it is doubtful about the people selecting such were they to be 
had. Consequently the reports from the town clerks are very erroneous. 
There has not a single report come into my hands but what contains pal- 
pable errors, or essential omissions. 

I have Apeat a great amount of time and labor on them to get at the 
facts, and when in the numbers in the tabular statement there occurs a 
plain error, I have enclosed them in parentheses, leaving you to make your 
own deductions with what information I am able to give you. In the re- 
port from Sevastapol, twelfth column, you will find the number (750) as 
being the number of days a school has been taught. In district No. 3, of 
that town, in the clerk's report, 594 is the number of days a school has 
been taught the past year ; whereas, I have good reason to believe the 
school was kept but about six months, or 132 days, which reduces the 
number 462 days. 

Gibraltar has three houses, which I think will accommodate eighty or 
ninety pupils. The report from Egg Harbor is very incorrect, but much 
of the inac3uracy is evidently owing to the town clerk's placing his fig- 
ures in the wrong column, which I have taken the liberty to correct in 
the abstract I send you. But there is another thing in the report to 
which I wish especially to call your attention. He reports no school kept 
by a qualified teacher. When I was appointed to the office of Superin- 
tendent last winter, there was a school kept in that town by Miss Emma 
B. Tates, under a license from this same town clerk, who was our former 
Superintendent, and at the public examination held at that place on the 
7th ©f January last, was re-examined and licensed; also a young man, 
Ji. E. Maffet, was examined and licensed by me, and they were the teach- 
ers in that town for the winter. And during the past summer, the school 



67 

formerly taught by Miss Yates, has been taught by Miss A. C. Thorp, 
tinder a license from me: She has also taught several terms under a li- 
cense from him, and I consider the qualifications of the three better than 
the average throughout the county. 

But I suppose you would consider it an error of his, as the abstract 
gives 212 as the number of days a school has been taught by a qualified 
teacher. But I placed that number in the column, it being in his*report 
under the head of '^ total number of different pupils who have attended 
school during the year," and as the number was made up of two numbers, 
viz., 146 in district No 1, and 66 in district No. 2, which last number cor- 
responding to the number of days Maffett taught in district No. 2, I 
came to the conclusion that he had, through mistake, placed his figures 
one column too far to the left, and that would make the balance of his 
tabular statement quite consistent. v 

The financial statement I send is not reliable. I suppose they have, in 
many cases, given the amount ef tax voted instead of receipts. Liberty 
Grove makes no finamcial statement, Egg Harbor, Brussels, Clay Banks 
and Gardner, make no report of receiving' anything from the " State 
School Fund,'' and Egg Harbor, Clay Banks and Gardner report nothing 
from the '^ County School Tax," which they must have received, so far as 
it was collected by their town treasurer, and their returns will show how 
much, and the receipts of the county treasurer will show what amount 
they have received from the State. 

No report from Chambers Island. 

W. H. WARREN. 

County iSuperintendent, 



DUNN COUNTY. 

You ask my opinion of the " Township District system.'' The best, 
teaoheis, and the best friends of schools, with whom I have conversed, 
are in favor of it, and very nearly discouraged with the county system, 
becau&e it is a tool for caucus politicians. 

Our school seems to be doing as well as could be fairly expected, all 
things considered. Our teaching talent is low ; but our main hope is in 
a successful Institute. It is the only reasonable substitute for a teacher's 
college. Our first attempt at an Institute was made on the 9th inst; but 
the fact that, in a county having 1600 legal scholars, only seven citizens * 
found time or disposition to " look in upon us," does not promise great 
success. It is the people's cause, however, and if they neglect it, beer- 
guzzling and tobacco- "chawing " politicians will not. They can **rope it 
it in," and they will do it so long as the superintendcncy remains an elec- 
tive office. The idea that uneducated voters may safely hold the reins of 
our common school economy in their hands, is broadly ridiculous. Our 
democracy seems a little too wide, when a numerical majority, which 
promises to pay " by making their "mark," is empowered to select and 
control our school officers. In the meantime, as in the sick room, a good 



68 

nvrse is to be^referred to a poor doctor, bo we mtLj\ liopt more from the 
good senee of good parents, th^n from any system wliicli the legislature 
can give us. 

E. O. BENJAMIN, 

Superinienieni of Scho^h 



BAU CLAIRE COUNTY. 

It gives ^me pleasure to report progress in our common scheok of this 
county. And well there may be, as it was only about nine years ainoe 
the first district was organized, and we now number, I thiok, 28. Nine 
years ago in the dead of winter, a school house was built about 16x24 
feet, of rough green boards, and a few children taught in it. Now there 
are in this village, two regular graded schools, numbering some three 
hundred scholars in each. In one of these districts is a school house of 
fine architectural appearance, and very neatly finished ; with three depart* 
mentfl and four teachers : and the whole building is in progress of com- 
pletion, with rooms for five departments. This school is under the direo- 
fiion of H: A. Howland, who is making it decidedly popular. 

The district on the west side has a school of two departments and three 
teachers, and has this year voted an appropriation of $1,000 to erect a 
primary school house in a distant part of the district. There is also an- 
other district in North Eau Claire, virtually in the same village, number- 
ing some seventy-five or eighty scholars. In all these there is a com- 
mendable interest and liberality in raising money for the support of teach- 
ers. In school districts remote from our village there is not that general 
interest which ought to be exhibited; but a portion of them are earnest to 
obtain the best of teachers, and the benefits are decidedly marked, as I 
visit the schools, in the advancement of the scholars. One great difficul- 
ty is the lack of qualified teachers. Nearly one-half x>f the schools are 
necessarily supplied with teachers having a limited certificate. What ii 
needed in this section is a normal class to he held for a few weeks every 
year upon which the teachers shall be required by law to attend, if they 
fall below a certain grade in their examination, in order to obtain a school. 

To accomplish this, the now northern counties need a little assistance 
from the normal fund as well as attention of our worthy state superinten- 
»dent. 

I might write the usual description of deficiencies in some of our dis- 
tricts, but no good would be accomplished. It is the efficiency of the 
county superintendents and the teachers that is to raise our schools to the 
standard they ought to attain. 

That system, therefore, which will secure the best men for county sn- 
perintendents and raise up the best qualified teachers, will be the most in«> 
flnential in raising the standard of our schools. 

A. EIDDIB, 
Gotm^ Supermtmtdmtt. 
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FOND DU LAO COUNTY] 

Thig county is oompoBed of twenty- one towns, two cities, and a pari of 
one incorporated village. The county, outside of the city of Fond du 
Lac, includes one hundred and sixty-eight school districts, employing one 
hundred and eighty* one teachers. 

Of these districts, Ripon, second ward, employs seven teachers ; Bran« 
don,, Waupun, and iCipon. first ward, three teachers each, and Kosendale 
village, Taychedah village, and Oakfield No. 1, two teachers each. The 
remaining districts employ one teacher each. During the winter term 
teachers were employed in all districts in the county except five. During 
the flummer sixteen districts had no school. These were nearly all in 
the extreme eastern part of the county. The districts which are ao6Uf« 
tamed to have no summer school almost invariably have only three months 
flohool in the winter. It is impossible that the lapse of a course of years 
will not present the young people of such districts to society, wi& an 
educational preparation for life far inferior to that of those districts which 
have given their young people eight or nine months schooling each 
year. 

The year has not been without its manifestations of improvement. 
Fewer cases of trouble have arisen than during the previous year. An 
increased number of schools have been decidedly successful. This is 
owing perhaps in part to the more systematizing of the whole school 
work ; in part to care taken in the rejection of extremely young or poor- 
I J qualified teachers ; but especially to the increased number of teachers 
who have tried to do their best, in and out of the school room, to educate 
in the highest and noblest sense those committed to their charge. 

Fall or partially graded school districts might be formed by consolidat- 
ing districts in the vicinity of each of the following places, namely : Oak- 
field Btation, Eosendale village, New Cassel, Seven Mile Creek, and Calu- 
met village. 

The value of large districts and graded schools is not generally appers* 
oiated. The tendency, and unwisely, as it seems to me, is in favor of 
single schools and small districts, and yet in nearly all the localities just 
named, one or more private schools are regularly sustained. On account 
of this tendency I think the proposed '' township system " would meet 
with violent opposition from a large majority in this county, since it would 
enlarge districts in many cases — re-district towns sadly needing to be re- 
districted and establish graded schools where they ought to be established 
— ^a few would appreciate the advantages thus offered. Its appointment 
of town school officers and its mode of electing the county superintend- 
ent would, I think, meet with general approval. 

New rooms for fifteen schools have been provided during the year. 
With one exception all the new school houses are large and commodins, 
erected with taste and an eye to comfort and service. They do credit 
to the districts to which they belong. The new school building at Seven 
Mile Creek, were its entries larger, would be un excellent model. It is 
the best in the county for commodiousness and convenience of arrange- 
ment. 
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Three first grade certificates, twenty-one second grade, and two hundred 
and seven third grade certificates, were issued during the year. One 
hundred and serenty^six applicants were rejected. 

The wages paid to teachers are too low considering the times and tlie 
labor required ; and as a consequence some of our best teachers fall out 
at the close of each term and go into other employments. Though there 
Has been a large number of applicants it has not been easy to secure the 
requisite number of well qualified teachers. No applicant has been re>« 
jeoted, whom I could conscientiously approbate. It had been hoped that 
the returning soldiers would fill the ranks of teachers, but few of them 
re-enter the school room, and instead, are engaged in adroitly withdraw- 
ing some of our best female teachers from the profession, into a very 
different life. 

It is much to be regretted that school officers and 'parents give so little 
attention to the schools by personal visitation, though in this regard there 
has been an improvement during the year. 

Entire neglect of the public schools on the part of some, and irregular 
attendance on the part of others, are perhaps the greatest evils with which 
we have now to contend. The scholars are most regular when the teach- 
ers are most faithful, and keep up a constant communication with the 
parents, by monthly reports and otherwise. 

A Teachers' Institute was held at Fond du Lac in the spring, at which 
such assistance was secured as to make it one of the most efficient, aid, 
in numbers, one of the largest ever held in the State. 

The Superintendent made four hundred and twelve visits to one hun- 
dred and eighty-one schools, during the year; and gave fifty-one evening 
lectures on educational topics in various parts of the county. 

I. N. CUNDALL, 

Superintendent 



GRANT COUNTY. 

Having forwarded you my Annual Report, I, in compliance with your 
request, proceed to give you a special Report of the condition of the 
SCApols in this county. 

I would here note some points wherein my satistical Report is imperfect, 
notwithstanding my having sent a timely circular to the town clerks, 
calling their attention to the importance of having their reports accurate 
and full. You will find several columns, such as those headed number of 
districts and joint districts not reporting, highest valuation of school 
house and site, number of pupils and attendance of pupils, imperfectly 
filled. 

In some two or three districts teachers had failed to keep a proper 
register, and hence many valuable facts could not be reported. I would 
here suggest to District Clerks, that the law requires the teacher to keep 
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a correct regieter and makes forfeiture of pay the penalty of nonooia"> 
pliance with this requirement. Clerks should furnish suitable registers 
and not the blank books that are found in some of the schools. 

There have been seyeral school houses built in this county since my 
last report, and in Musooda the school house has been well inclosed, the 
grounds graded and two out houses put up. In District No. 8, of the 
town of Lancaster^ the grounds have been well inclosed and graded. I 
hope to see much improvement the coming year in the matter of building 
80I100I houses and out houses, and of inclosing school grounds and orna^ 
menting them with shade trees, A number of districts have voted quite 
liberally toward building next year. 

There has been no change during the year in the matter of gradsd 
schools ; but from the action of the school boards of several districts this 
fall, there may be a report of better things next year. There arc eight 
flcliools in the county having made more or less advancement toward a 
aystem of grading. That in District No. 4, in Platteville, has been the 
most thoroughly organized and managed. 

Although not immediately within my field, I would report with pleasure, 
that at Patch Grove, the friends of education have built an academy of 
brick, at a cost of about $8,000. I trust that a like liberal spirit may 
get liold of the people there in the matter of public schools, and then 
their present small and dilapidated school house will soen be supplanted 
by one suitable for both the purpose and the place. 

Daring the year I have made one hundred and seventy-four visits to 
tlie different schools in the county, and during the same time there have 
been delivered twenty-four evening addresses on topics immediately con« 
corning the elevation of the Public Schools, the improvement of the 
Teachers, and the more thorough and practical education of children. 

There are four towns that I have been unable to visit this school year, 
being prevented by indisposition at the time I had assigned to them. I 
shall visit them as soon as the fall term of school opens. 

I have held, during the year, throe Institutes, one at Lancaster, begin- 
ning December 27th, 1864, and contimiing the following two days ; one 
at Platteville, beginning April 10th, 1865, of same duration as the former 
one ; and one at Boscobel, beginning August 28th and continuing till 
September 7th — nine days, being four days in the present school year and 
five in the next. At these there were respectively 36, 76 and 70 teachers 
in attendance. I find that the better class of teachers are the more cer- 
tainly present at Associations and Institutes, whilst those who most need 
the drill and instruction seldom attend ; yet I am hopeful of even these. 
1 find at each succeeding Institute some new recruits from their ranks, 
and such usually express themselves as benefited and better prepared for 
their work, and regret past neglect to attend. 

At these meetings I received valuable aid from Rev. Julius Schum and 
John J. Copp, of Lancaster, each of whom, in addition to drilling classes, 
lectured twice, also from the Hon. J. T, Mills and A. R. Bushnell of 
Lancaster, who delivered lectures^ and from J. H. Terry of Spring Green, 
Sauk county, who took part in the drills and also lectured ; and lastly the 
State Superintendent not only placed me under great obligation to him, 
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bat also made himself many warm friends among the teaehers of Ghrant 
oonnty by his earnest and instrnctive labors in the Institute at Bosoobel 
in the drill of classeSj by his methods of instruction and words of oomniel 
and encouragement. Superintendent and teachers would warmly wel- 
come him among them again. To the teachers in the public sohoola of 
this oounty, who attended and took part, I tender my heartiest thanks, 
and as a reward for their labors promise them future opportunitea to 
repeat them for their own and others benefit. 

There were present at my fall examinations 154 candidates — 114 femalea 
and 40 males,* of the former 2 receiyed certificates of the second grade, 
and 65 of the third ; of the latter 31 reoeiyed certificates of the third grade, 
makiig a total of 98, or 65 per cent, of the applicants who passed 
examination, leaying 56 — 47 females and 9 males who failed. At my 
spring examinations there were 279 applicants — ^256 females, 23 males ; 
of the former 1 receiyed a certificate of the first grade, 3 of the second 
and 163 of the third ; of the latter 19 receiyed certificates of the third 
grade, making a total of 186, or 66 per cent, of the applicants who passed, 
leaying 93 (of the former 89, of the latter 4) who failed to get certificates. 
This giyes a total of 284 certifioates of the three grades granted during 
the year. There are about 20 twice counted, leaying 264 diferent per* 
sons receiying certifioates. A number of these haye not taught and did 
not apply with the immediate purpose of teaching. But being in school 
with teaching in yiew, many of them were examined simply to ascertain 
their knowledge of the seyeral branches and wherein they needed most 
improyement — many of these being young, my ayerage of teachers' ages 
is below what it would be were the ayerage age of those actually engaged 
in teaching giyen. I haye granted in addition to the aboye, 43 locd cez- 
iifieates — ^to males 5, to females 38, Seyeral of these were granted to 
teaehers who, although failing to pass examination, gaye eyidence of suc- 
cess in teaching, and some were giyen to those whose qualifications were 
good enough but who failed to attend public examinations: 

The ayerage age of the 327 who got certificates is 21 years, and their 
ayerage experience is 1} years. The oldest teacher is 59, with an experience 
of 38 terms of 4 months each. The number employed in the same school 
as during the preyious year is 50. I am satisfied there is an increased 
disposition to employ the same teacher term after term, and there is also 
a marked increase of wages as shown by a comparison of my report with 
that of last year. Yet there are some district officers oyer anxious for 
ohange, and others too eager for cheapness. 

I &ink I haye labored not in yain in endeayoring to haye good black 
boards in all the school houses, to haye school houses built after better 
plaiis, and to haye pupils supplied with slates and pencils. I find on 
yisiting, for the second time, many schools, eyery pupil supplied with 
slate and pencil, where before but a few (and none of the smaller ones) 
iuid them ; and often good black boards where before there was none, or 
but a yery poor one. And during the year I haye been called upon to 
Airaish plans for six districts, for new houses, all of which haye been 
reeeiyed kindly, and I hope soon to find new houses in these seyeral dis** 
triote after the plans sent, or improyements on them. 
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The << Township Digfcriot System u detirabU aad praciicabU ia this 
itfttd/' and I would refer for mj yiewi more at length to my former ipeoUl 
report. I eonour in all that is contained in the paper on this sabjeei 
iesned by your predeoeMor. 

I would say that I regard the teachers of this county as improying in 
educational qualifications and in the proper estimate of their calling, and 
I belieye the schools are equally being lifted up and improyed. The 
people of the county are generally alive te the interests of the publie 
sohools, regarding them as they really are, the safety aad bulwark of a 
firee people, the only means of universal education. 

D. GRAY PURMAN, 

Cowiity Superint&Hchni, 



IOWA COUNTY. 

Ainee my appointment as Superintendent I have issued fifty certificates) 
nearly all of the third grade. I have also granted forty-five special li- 
censes te teach for a less period than a year; about one-half of whieh 
were granted because the candidates asked for and received a private ex* 
amination before the time of holding the public examinations, many of 
whom afterwards came to the public examinations and received a full cer- 
tificate ; the remainder were given to young and inexperienced teachers, 
some of whom passed a very crediteble examination. Most of the teaoh- 
ere are desirous of obteining a good third-grade certificate, but are not 
ambitious to rise higher. There were but four candidates for the second 
grade, and two certificates issued, and there were no candidates for the 
first grade* Most of the schools in this county do not absolutely require 
a higher scientific knowledge than the law prescribes for a third grade 
oertifieate ; but in my opinion, other things being equal, a teacher who is 
competent to hold a first grade certificate is worth much more (and the 
dUference may be incalculable,) to teach a primary school than one who 
ia barely able to obtein a third grade certificate. 

The schools generally throughout the county are intellectually in a 
good healthy condition. The teachers are faithfol, diligent and attentive, 
and, I believC; try to make the best use of the means afforded ihem to 
fiirnish to the Stete intelligent and useful citizens. 

The greatest evil I discover is a want of regularity in attendance. For 
this reason the success of some schools in agricultural neighborhoods has 
been very much retarded during the spring and summer ; but the cause is 
apparent, of course. The older members of the family were absent in the 
army, and the younger had to supply their places. But as the cause has 
now ceased to exist, no doubt a marked improvement in this respect will 
be manifest during another year. By examining the statistical report it 
will be noticed that there is a large number of children (nearly twenty- 
eight hundred,) between ihe ages of four and twenty years, who have 
not attended the public schools at all during the past year. Scarcity of 
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laborers was a leading cause, bat a want of suficient scbool adranlagea 
near at home bad an influence. All grades and ages of scholars are com- 
peUed to mingle together — study and be taught in the same room, and 
under the same circumstances, and the joung seem to crowd out the old, 
A graded school, accessible at some point to the adyanoed scholars, 
would be of immense advantage. 

There are but two graded schools in the county ; one at the city of 
Mineral Point, which, while in operation, does good work, but a want of 
means limits the length of the school term, and therefore its usefolness. 
An effort will soon be made to amend the city charter, so that more money 
may be rabed by taxation for school purposes. The other is at Dodge- 
yille, has a good corps of teachers, is well managed, and is of great ad- 
vantage to the community. Another graded school should at once be ot- 
ganized at Linden, and I am glad to learn that an effort is being made in 
tiiat direction ; another also at Highland. Here there are two very re- 
spectable school buildings, only a few rods apart, in which four teachers 
are employed, and a promiscuous school taught in each. If the two districts 
interested were consolidated, and a graded school established with three 
tea»«hers, all parties would receive greater advantages at less expense^ 
At the village of Avoca the people are doing well, they have a pleasant 
school building, and maintain a graded school of two departments a part 
of each year, 

I believe the Township District System is desirable, for the reasons so 
clearly set forth in the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruct 
tion for the year ending Aug. 31, 1863. No superintendent can visit all 
the schools in the county as often each term as is useful, without he is 
possessed of untiring industry and commendable magnanimity ; nor can 
he always awaken the same interest that he could were he a neighbor, and 
an acquaintance standing ready to seize every opportunity to present the 
good cause in the most favorable light. 

Whether the Township System can be made practical or not, depends 
very much on the competency of the township officers who will carry out 
the details of the plan. In order to get good men some compensation 
should be allowed those who devote their time and labor to this work for 
the public good. 

Our course of education, I think, is a little defective. We teach schol- 
ars how to speak and write correctly, and enough of mathematics to keep 
accounts, and some general ideas of the natural sciences, but the studies 
prescribed by law, no matter how thoroughly taught, illy prepare them to 
perform one of the most important rightb and duties of a citizen of tht 
United States. I refer to the exercise of the elective franchise. The 
right to vote is but of little use to him who does not know how to 
vote, and certainly to vote intelligently he should know something of 
our constitution, the principles of our government and ou( laws. la 
school he should prepare for all the duties of practical life, and this is 
one, and the safety, the prosperity and the happiness of our country, 
rest in a great degree in the sound political education of its oitizens, 
which education should not run the risk of th^ reading of maturer years, 
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or the instructions of a partizan presB. How this instraction can best 
be giyen, whether by text books, or by oral lectures from the teacher, I 
leaye as an unsolyed problem. 

ALEXANDER WILSON, 

County Superintendent, 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

The schools of this county have generally maintained their usual stand- 
ing, although the absorbing interest in the war has drawn so largely on the 
attention and resources of the people. There has been an unavoidable 
decrease in the attendance of the class of larger pupils which seems to 
detract frem the appearance of the schoels \ but measured by the stand- 
ing of those of the same age, we have even more than held our own. 

The inadequate supply of good teachers is one of the greatest difficul- 
ties to be met with at ];)resent. The opinion has prevailed that with the 
close of the war we should have a large number seeking employment in 
our public schools. Many districts voted at their annual meetings to en«* 
gage male teachers for the winter terms. But on the contrary it has 
proved difficult to obtain enough of both sexes to supply the demand, for 
no other reason than that^other employments pay better. Teachers* wa- 
ges have advanced twenty-five per cent, over last year, but it will require 
a greater advance to induce capable young men and women to adopt the 
teachers' profession. When the pay is made equal to the work and res- 
ponsibility, the needed supply will come. 

Several districts have made arrangements to build during the coming 
year. The village of Lake Mills is preparing to build a large and ex- 
pensive Graded School building, and Fort Atkinson is about to put up 
large additional buildings at an expense of from eight to ten thousand 
dollars. The war has shown the people their ability to raise money far 
beyond all previous calculations, and they have learned that it is cheaper 
to build schoolhouses than to put down rebellions. 

We need legislation to induce a more general co-operation of the foreign 
population in our public schools. In many districts where from eighty to 
one hundred and twenty children are returned, from six to twelve will be 
found in the fpublic school. We cannot, certainly, expect to build up and 
maintain liberty where the basis is so ignored* ' 

I have taken pains to bring the plan of the TowcshipSystem of Schools 
before the people in my intercourse with them this fall. There is a gen- 
eral feeling that we need some system that will impart increased vigor to 
the cause of education, but there is no definite idea as to what is needed. 

There is a natural opposition to giving up the direct control of their 
schools, especially in districts that have maintained good schools, while 
the town, as a whole, is behind in educational interest. Among the 
points that commend themselves, are these : 

It removes the school from the direct intervention of fault finders. 
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It ii more likely to aeoare the best teaohere throagh the oo-oj^eration of 
the saperintendent and Town Board. 

It will haye a tendenoj to a greater arerage length of sohool daring the 
year.' 

It many towns it will farnish facilities for higher grades of schools not 
otherwise attainable. 

With these and other good qualities it will be a qnestion whether or not 
it will be more expensive than the present system, though we have yet te 
learn that expense is an item of small importance in the matter of educa- 
ting eur children. 

J. K. PURDY, 



JUNEAU COUNTY. 

In compliance with your request, I respectfully submit tho following 
special report : 

SeKooh, 

1 am happy to state that I find marked improyements, in some respects, 
in our schools, Those branches (Mental Arithmetic and Orthogra- 
phy) which hare been so sadly neglected heretofore, are reoeiying con* 
siderable attention. In my communication to teachers in the spring of 
1^64, 1 urged upon them the importance of giying those branchea mors 
attention, and in visiting schools the following summer, made it a point to 
propose questions to pupils and illustrate to teachers my method of "oral" 
instructions in these branehes. And I am constrained to believe that 
the course pursued has proved beneficial. 

About seventy scheols were in operation during the winter of 1864-6, 
and about the same number during the past summer* And with few ex- 
eeptions, were ably ccnducted. 

Graded SihooU. 

We have three graded schools of three departments each, and eaeh 
maintains about ten months school in the year. We have one more dis* 
Irict in which a graded sohool could be successfully established, as two 
toaehers are usually employed in the school, which numbers over one hun- 
dred pupils. 

8ih0Ql JJoutM. 

I notice but little improvement in school houses and school furniture. 

Two respectable school houses have been built since [my annual report; 
one in the town of Orange, and one in the town of Fountain. When I 
visited the latter school one year ago, I found a small log house, distaste- 
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full uncomfortable and inconvenient in every particular ; with a loose, clal* 
tering floor, rickety seats, squeaking door^ and broken windows. Wben 
yifiting the same school this summer I was delighted to find, instead, a 
neat white building of respectable dimensions, bearing unmistakable marks 
of taste, comfort and intellectual refinement in its external beauty and in- 
ternal convenience. With these exceptions I find the same old school 
houses, with the same awkward desks, and the same uncomfortable seats 
that I found in the winter of 186S-4, though in some districts the sutjeot 
of ft new school house is strongly agitated. One log school house was 
QonBumed last winter by fire, and preparations are being made for a framed 
houae in its stead. 

Temehirt.l 

The whole number of candidates examined since August 3l8t, 1864, is 
one hundred and seventy, of which number, nine received second grade, 
one hundred and seven received third grade, and twenty -four received lim^ 
ted oertificatei, and thirty were rejected. No first grade certificates have 
been granted during the past year. 

There is a commendable seal manifested on the part of teachers to im^ 
prove, and become thoroughly qualified for their arduous and responsible 
work. 

No county can boast of a more faithful, earnest and active corps of 
teachers than ours, 

Tuichert* IruUtuU. 

A Teaahers' Institute was held last fall at Mauston, by the undersigned 
assisted by Prof. H. 0. Wood, former superintendent of this county. The 
Institute was conducted upon the principle of a Normal School, and con- 
tinued thirteen weeks : about sixty teachers were present. Ian satisfied 
that we had a pleasant and profitable time. The Institute this fall will be 
held at the same place, commencing October 16th. 

Pupils. 

The average attendance of pupils is about the same as heretofore. I am 
sorry to say there seems to be but little improvement in this direction. 

Irregular attendance is the bane of our schools : but parents and teach- 
ers can remove the evil. 

Vimu, 

The visits of parents and district ofEcers to schools are like the "visits 
of angels" to this mundane sphere — '*few and far between." There seems 
to be an inclination on the part of j^atrons to leave the schools and the 
instrmotion of their children to the teachers and superintendent exclu- 
sively. Parents do not realise the amount of good they can accomplish 
by visiting seheolS| by letting the children know that they are intercited 
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in tkeir work, enoourftgiDg tkem by their presenoe if nothiog more. 
Children love to be noticed ; it etimcilatee them to greater ef ort ; and 
what i« said of children in this respect may be said of teachers. 

Totcfuhip Sy*tem. 

I am satisfied that this system would be a benefit to the state as a 
whole. It cannot but operate admirably in densely populated districts. 
And shoald no benefit aecrne to the sparsely settled localities by the 
adoption of this system, I can see no evils resulting therefrom, and it 
should be our aim to benefit the many rather than the few, when wa can 
do so without injury to the few. 

GEO, P. KBNTON, 
County Superintendent, 



KENOSHA COUNTY; 

The raging of civil war has necessitated the emplovment of female 
teachers almost exclusively. They have succeeded well in government, 
as well as in imparting instruction. Our schools the past winter compare 
favorably with the . same number ever before visited in the county. 
Patrons, school boards and teachers seemed determined to aid and sup- 
port each other, and the result was, of course, success. 



School Houset, 

No new houses have been built, but many districts have exhibited a 
commendable interest in decorating their houses, papering them, furnish- 
ing them with pictures, and thus making them pleasurable abodes. 



ApparMw, 

School district No. 6, of the town of Brighton, has set a good exam- 
ple in furnishing a set of Mitcheirs Outline Maps. Many districts have 
procured charts and manuals in penmanship. 



Sehoolt. 

District No. 1, Somers, has taken the lead during the summer term in 
penmanship, showing conclusively that that much neglected branch of 
education may be successfully taught in our district schools. I have to 
report general good order and almost entire suppression of communica- 
tions, such as whispering, etc. 
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Teachers attacli much importance to the monthly reports required of 
them ; regarding them at of great value in securing order, punctuality 
in attendance and good recitations; I find no difficulty in securing prompt 
reports from each teacher. 

One feature in reports which has preyed quite efficient is, allowing 
teachers to insert in the report the names of those children who hare beea 
^< perfect" in recitation, in deportment, and those not absent or tardy 
during the month. These names are engrossed on the '* roll of honor " 
kept by the superintendent for the county. 



VinUiHon of Sehook, 

In my yiaits to the schools I have made three grades, corresponding to 
the grades of certificates. If the grade of certificate granted at exami- 
nation is too low or too high, as regards the practical teaching, it is rec- 
tified at the next examination. 

The reports are also taken into account in classifying teachers. If the 
report and the visitation do not correspond, the discrepancy must be ac- 
counted for by the teacher. Thus a close system of espionage is institut- 
ed for the entire county. The faithful teacher is justly encouraged, and 
incapacity and inefficiency rebuked and discarded. 



Soldiert* Some. 

Daring the summer, quite a large amount has been contributed for 
the '< Home " at Milwaukee. Many schools have, by this means, secured 
a beautiful engraving for the school room. 



Timehers' Initiiuie. 

We have just closed an Institute of much in teres*. It was held for 
two weeks at Wilmot. Most of the teachers in the county attended. 
Lectures were delivered by Hon. J. Q-. McMynn, Superintendent Smith, 
of Walworth county, and Rev. F. B. Norton. 

A spirited discussion of many points of "Theory and Practice" took 
place, and all the exercises were very interesting, apd we hope profitable, 
rrof. Griffith, of Batavia, Illinois, had charge of Elocution, and Prof. 
North, of St. Louis, of Vocal Music. Both of these gentlemen acquitted 
themselves to the entire satisfaction of alh present. 

Although our schools are far from perfection, yet, upon a review of the 
year, we can see progress. There appears to be a new formation of edu- 
cational development. There is a very general demand for qualified 
teachers. 

School Boards say : *^ We want value received for our money, and we 
wish to paj/ for work well done.'* Never before has been felt so much 
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ik6 nfi of teaoherfl tborottghlj fitted for their work ; and in tliifl eountj 
we kftil with joy the prospect of haring establiihed in onr own State one 
or more Normal Sehools. A work alike worthy of the diatiagmiahed 
projeetors and of the great State of Wiscongin, by whioh she ranks fbre- 
meflt in edncational progress. 

B. OBAHAM, 

Ootmljf Sitpermhedmii, 



KBWAUNBK COUNTY. 

The short time that I hare held the oftoe of County Saperintenden 
will preolnde me from making an extended report. I will Wefiy state 
the eondition of the schools as I have found them sinee my appointment, 
whioh was to fill the yacancy caused by the resignation of D. D. Garland, 
and bears date April 27th, 1865. 

The sehools, with a few exceptions, are at <*low ebb" as we are im a 
heary timbered country and sparsely settled, which renders it somewhat 
diiioult to get good teachers to come here. 

We hare six frame sohool houses and about thirty log, the former^ as a 
general thing, are well arranged both for pupils and teachers, but the lat- 
ter are in too many instances unsuitable for the purpose designed. 1 am 
happy, howerer, to state that in many instances I hare caused deeided 
improyements to be made. 

t^^School Appwmtui, 

There are four sehools furnished with outline maps, and almost all of 
them are furnished with blackuboards most of which are of tee small 
dimensions. 

4— (TrcM SikQok. 

We are to haye two granded sehools the coming winter, one at Kewau- 
nee, the eomnty seats and the other at Ahnepee. 



6— 0W-li^4i<#f. 

There haye be«n 41 eertif eates granted during the year, tC third grade 
and 16 liaoited. 
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The ayerage of punctual attendance lias been about seTenty''fiTe per 
cent. 

Owing to the heavy war tax for the past few years, many districts haye 
labored ander difficulties to keep up their schools, but as the condition of 
the country reverts back to first principles again, it will doubtless show 
decided improvements^ especially in the newly settled counties. 

S. L. KEITH, 

County Superintendent, 



MANITOWOC COUxNTY. 

In transmitting to you my annual report, I can only say that in this 
county the cause of common schools and education generally, has been 
greatly promoted during the past year. At the school meetings this fall, 
the people have raised more money than formerly for improving and 
building school houses, purchasing more valuable school sites, and in- 
creasing teachers' wages. Take it all in all, I believe Manitowoc County 
has made rapid progress in her educational interests, and manifests a de- 
sire to improve and increase. 

JERE. CROWLEY, 

County Superintendent, 



MARQUETTE COUNTY. 

Herewith find my report of the condition of the common schools in 
this county. I regret it does not come to you in better condition. My 
inexperience as County Superintendent is the only apology I can make. 
I see now many errors and blunders that might have been avoided, or 
corrected, had I known or suspected the reports of the town clerks would 
be so deficient and erroneous. Their reports reached me so late there 
was no time to revise or correct, except in a few instances. I am sorry 
to say, too, from the present prospect, the annual report next season will 
not be a great improvement on this. The opposing candidates now be- 
fore the people of the county for election to the office of county super- 
intendent^ are, in my opinion, the poorest kind of stock for the position — 
neither of them even being members of our teachers' association, and 
neither of them has ever attended an institute in tlie county to my 
knowledge. What a humbug and imposition that county superintendents 
are elected. I hope to see the time, and that soon, when men will not be 
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allowed to fill this important and responsible office until tbey are exam- 
ined by the State Superintendent, and obtain bis certificate tbat tbey arc 
Sialified, in literary attainments at least. Now it frequently happens 
rough political jugglery and chicaner y, tbat men untirely unfit are 
elected to this office, and the public thereby imposed upon, our children 
robbed, and the public money wasted. When will such graye evils be 
rectified ? Not until the masses are better educated. Not^ I fear, until 
a law is passed that all parents, and those haying children under their 
charge^ shall educate them— giye them three months schooling yearly, at 
least. 

In regard to the township system for the government of common 
schools, I will say, from my experience as county superintendent during 
the past year, I am more thoroughly convinced than ever of the beneficial 
results that would ensue from the adoption of this system. No other 
system, I am satisfied, in this county at least, will carry out the spirit 
of the constitution of this State, which requires the establishment of 
district schools to be as nearly uniform as practicable. The cash value of 
the school houses in this county (some sixty in number,) will net amount 
to above $10,000 ; many of them not fit to stable a decent horse in ; 
almost all without any inclosure ; the outhouses in the most deplorable 
condition ; many of the districts, owing to their small size and the small 
amount of taxable property in them, are burdened with heavy taxes, and 
almost compelled to employ cheap teachers to support a school three 
months in the year, while the more wealthy districts are comparatively 
lightly taxed, and support a school for a much greater length of time. 
The result is, the burden of taxation is heavy upon the poor and light 
upon the rich. This is not democratic, or in accordance with the spirit 
of our institutions. Many of these evils, and many others which might 
be mentioied, might, in my opinion, be avoided by the adoption of this 
system. It would be cheaper; our schools more ably conducted; our 
school houses more comfortable and convenient ; taxes would be better 
equalized, and the office of county superintendent be rendered much more 
efficient. It seems strange, when this system has been so thoroughly and 
successfully tried in other States, and so urgently called for by the best 
educators and teachers everywhere, that our wise savans at Madison 
do not see the propriety of passing an act to adopt it. I sincerely hope 
you and all who feel a lively interest in this matter will continue to agi- 
tate the subject. 

E. B. CHAPMAN, 
County Superintendent 
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MILWAUKEE COUNTY, 

First District 

I oomplianee with your circular letter accompaDjiog the blank form for 
the annual report, I have the honor to submit the following : 

The character of some of our school houses has undergone no change 
for the better, but has been rather growing worse. Taking the whole, in 
this district, we have some decidedly bad, indifferently good, and very 
good ones, and their quality is always proportionate to the interest which 
the people in the neighborhood manifest in their prosperity. 

A new brick school house is now building in district No. 8, town of 
Lake, at a cost of $1,600, which, when finished, will be a credit to the 
inhabitants of the district. 

Great improvement has been made in the qualifications of teachers 
during the last two years. This has been clearly shown^ not only in the 
public examinations of teachers, but also in the improved, order, instruc** 
tion and discipline of the schools. 

There havo been eighteen teachers employed in the same schools this 
year as last, and invariably these schools have made the best progress 
of any in this district. 

I am sorry to say that the people generally do not show their esteem in 
the proper manner, that is, by visiting their children while in school ; 
and I know of several instances in which the district officers have not 
shown their faces in any school during the past year. It is a universal 
rule^ that in those districts where the inhabitants and officers most fre- 
quently visit the school, there the best schools are found, and the best 
teachers seek employment. 

There is another evil, which I hope to see reformed, that exists in our 
schools, that is, the frequent change of teachers. This and the short 
period for which they commonly are employed, are great obstacles against 
teaching. Over three-fourths of our teachers are ladies, who, in general, 
are well educated, and fit for the high position they occupy ; yet the short 
period they follow teaching draws too many beginners into the field, and. 
hinders the schools in their progress. 

In my opinion the Township District System is not desirable and prac- 
ticable in this State. 

WM LAWLER, 

County Superintendent 



MONROE COUNTY. 

Many portions of the county are new and spaisely populated, with a 
disposition to narrow down the limits of some of the school districts. 
Results, poor pny, and as a consequence, comparatively poor teachers. 
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who fail to succeed as coald be desired. In other parts a larger popula- 
tion is found and an ability to pay better wages, hence they have older 
and more experienced teachers. I am pleased to say this is the larger 
proportion of the county. A few schools are excellent, as good perhaps 
as are found in older and wealthier counties. The majority of the schools 
are in the hands of those who are devoted to their profession and deserve 
^special commendation for their persistent efforts amid great discourage- 
ments. We notice several things that are especially to be regretted. 
1. Poor school houses; some are mere apologies, many badly located, 
illy constructed, oold and dark. 2. The greatest multiplicity of text- 
books ; some modern, and others introduced some time since the dark 
ages. 3. Young and inezperieneed teachers. As a consequence too 
many of the schools are nearly a failure, badly taught and worse govern- 
ed. In our semi-annual report to the patrons of the schools we have 
called attention to these disabilities, we hope with some success. We 
have especially urged district officers to a more careful performance of 
their duties ; also have recommended a definite uniform series of text- 
books for adoption. Some improvement in school buildings is noticed. 
The one in the village of Tomah is about completed, at an expense of 
$2,600, and is a fine structure, neatly seated with patent seats and sup- 
plied with proper means of warming and ventilation, etc. Other districts 
are proposing to build ; we have urged on such the importance of adopting 
the best models without regard to expense. We are informed that the citi- 
zens of Sparta are moving to erect a substantial high school building to cost 
some $10,000. We have but two graded schools in the country, viz : 
the village of Sparta and Tomah, each one, in the hands of thoroughly 
competent persons. We have visited nearly all the schools twice since 
January last, and have addressed the people at various points upon local 
and general matters pertaining to* the schools. In conclusion, while we 
cannot speak of that progress desired, yet we feel that progress has been 
made. We trust all interested will address themselves to the work of 
improvement, then success is sure. 

C. W. KELLOGG, 

County Supertuteftdent. 



OZAUKEE COUNTY. 

The schools in this county remain about the same as last year. A sup- 
ply of good teachers is the great desideratum, but where will you get 
them, when you look in my report and see what the average wages are 
that we are paying. I presume we shall always be troubled in finding 
enough good teachers, and I think this arises from two main causes. One 
I have mentioned before, the other is that of one hundred rural districts, 
school will be kept the year around in but 3 or 4, while in the remaining 
96 or 97 from 3 to 6 months' school is taught. What shall the teacher 
do during the long vacation ? Can he afford to improve himself for the 



85 

next 3 montlis' teacbing the comiDg year^ and use up his small earnings^ 
or is he to follow another trade or occupation ? If he does the latter, he 
will, perhaps, generally find his new employment more profitable than 
keeping school, and then it may well happen that young and talented men 
drop school teaching after a term or two and follow another business, 
while the lazy and good-for-nothing portion are likely to remain on hand, 
idling through the summer, to warm their shins in the winter at the 
school house fire. We want but three or four large districts in each fully- 
settled farming town, so that school can be kept the year around, and 
good wages paid. There is no need that each farmer may have the school 
house before his door, because it is too far for his small children to walk. 
Small children, or children under seven years of age, have no business 
in school ; they better stay at home, but may attend during summer and 
fall. It is much better, and it will be of greater benefit to children, to 
walk a mile or two farther, and be instructed by a good teacher, than be 
bothered by a poor one who lives next door. By carrying this idea 
through we may have a class of teachers who will make it, and can make 
it, their whole bminess to teach our common schools ; but with our present 
system we shall never succeed. Let the supervisors of each town or coun- 
ty build good substantial school houses, at convenient places, divide the 
districts so that it is comparatively easy for each district to keep school 
the year around, and, if possible, have two or three departments. You 
will then raise a class of teachers whom we can honor and trust. Devise 
a system of giving us good teachers^ and all the rest, tow» or county 
system, is of minor importance ; but I again repeat, that teachers must 
have employment as such, the whole year, in every one of our schools, and 
I have no doubt that it can be done in all the older settled counties in 
this State, by reducing the number of districts and letting the town or 
county supervisors locate and build the school houses, 

Fr. W. HORN, 

County Superintendent. 



PEPIN COUNTY, 



The sehools of this county are new, and have not that degree of regu- 
larity, system and order wnich characterizes older sections ; but I am hap- 
py to state that they are improving, and the interest in education is dauy 
increasing. 

Some confusion exists about the forication of now districts, and the di- 
vision of old ones. Some districts embrace a large extent of territory, 
making the school houses inaccessible to some of the inhabitants, while 
the house in the adjoining district is near enough. In such cases children 
are deprived of schooling, unless they pay a regular tuition fee. 
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In regard to the Township Distriot System, I have acted upon the ad- 
yice of the poet, 

^* Be not the first by whom the new is tried, 
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside ;" 

And after due consideration, have come to the conclusion that it is not 
only desirable but also practicable. 

It will be more efficient than our present system. It is very seldom 
that we get a real live business man who is qualified for the office of dis- 
trict clerk: such a man will not accept it, hence it is given to incompe- 
tent and careless men, who, in hiring teachers and conducting the schools, 
act from the sole stand* point of the cheapness of the school; being paid 
nothing for their services, they scarcely ever visit the school or attend to 
the other duties of the office. 

The truth of this can be substantiated by a large majority of the teach- 
ers and town clerks of the State. The fact is, the district board woefully 
neglect their duties. They are generally farmers, or engaged in some 
other honorable occupation, which requires all their time, even if they 
have the desire to see to the affairs of the district. 

Now give us a town board in their stead, with their duties marked out, 
and well paid, selected from the most efficient men in the town, and this 
half'^hearted business will vanish from our schools ; it will inspire teach- 
ers with ney energy and life, while now many, being creatures of influ- 
ence, plod along, catching the spirit of indifference from district officers. 

I am in favor of the Township District System, from the fact that it is 
more compatible with the fundamental idea of our free school system. 
It breaks down the barrier that the child, simply because he happens to 
live in an adjoining district, is deprived of a school. 

It may be said the same objection lies equally against the township sys- 
tem^ but not so strong, for as the boundaries enlarge the objection di- 
minishes, and the township, I believe, to be the normal idea of a district 
as regards size. 

Again, it would do away with much contention, and settle at once at 
least five hundred neighborhood quarrels in regard to districts, which are 
now pending in the State. 

It seems superfluous to argue the almost palpable fact that the town-i 
ship system affords a better chance for graded schools. Visit almost any 
district and we find two or three advanced scholars studying, or trying to 
study, some of the more advanced sciences. These advanced scholars are 
almost losing their time, while they are at the same time robbing the small 
children of their opportunities. Now the law and spirit of our educa- 
tional system is to let the advanced go on still further, and help the back- 
ward along ; but in a heterogeneous school (and most district schools are 
such,) we have exactly the reverse of this — the scholar who would pro- 
gress is held back, and stands in the way others. 

Now in almost every town there are enough of these advanced scholars 
to make a good respectable school. The law contemplates that this school 
should have a principal well qualified for his business. This school, as a 
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center, would send out its influence to the surrounding schools of the 
town, infusing life, not only into the teachers, but also into the pupils. 
This system is in accordance with the development of the mind. Pro«« 
gres8 ahead I The child counts up the terms when he will reach the gra- 
ded school — the advanced school. The presence of at least one live, 
thorough going teacher in each town of the State, will be a great achieve- 
ment. 

Teacliers' institutes will be held often, and with less expense to teach- 
ers, resulting in a greater amount of benefit all around. 

The objection has been raised by some very able educators, that the 
township system would be a cats-paw for demagogues, but certainly I fail 
to Fee why. In our government we must trust to the intelligence of the 
people to elect suitable men. Educate the people, and then let them 
work. This is our great safety-valve. 

As the education of the people — the masses— in a republican govern- 
ment, is the substratum upon which the government, as a superstructure, 
rests, it is of the utmost importance that the foundation be solid, and it 
is unwise to talk about the expense of procuring a solid foundation ; so 
long as the superstructure is assuming such gigantic proportions, the ez'* 
pense must be incurred whatever it may be. If we can build navies, 
raise armies, and carry on war to carry out the government, we can raise 
money to lay the foundation upon which the government rests, viz., the 
education — the general intelligence of the people ; hence, if the township 
system is better than the present one, we should adopt it even, though it 
oost a little more ; but this is extremely doubtful ; the probabilities are 
that it will not only be far better, but also cheaper. 

J. R. HANAN, 
County Superintendent 



PIERCE COUNTY. 

We have labored under some embarrassments. The war took nearly 
all our male teachers from us/ Then our densest settlements are separated 
by " woods," so that* it is difficult to convene our teachers at any one 
point: 

But in some respects we have made progress. The law is better under- 
stood and more generally observed. Special examinations, once very 
common, are now seldom solicited. Few special pleas for leniency are now 
presented, either by teachers or school officers. The he^t teachers are 
now sought in nearly all the districts. Our teachers progress. Those in« 
disposed to study and progress drop out of the ranks. 

We have two graded schools, one with six departments and one with 
three. Both are in good condition and growing in public favor. We 
have no private schools. All join to make our union schools good 
enough for our richest as well as cheap enough for our poorest people. 
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1 am not prepared to commend the ** Township System/' Our settle- 
ments do not conform to town lines. We have many joint districts. Each 
of our two graded schools draws its scholars from three towns and one of 
them from two counties. Unless a law can be framed on a better plan 
than any I have seen, I should think it not adapted to our wants. I may 
add, that the people generally seem jealous of such a centralization of 
power. I concede some advantages to the Township System, and it is 
possible my objections might be removed. 

Next month I yield my office to a successor and soon remove from the 
state for a time. I trust my successor, whoever he may be, will be 
capable and faithful. And may the cause of education in Wisconsin and 
specially in Pierce county, ever flourish. 

CHARLES THAYER, 

County Superintendent, 



POLK COUNTY. 

There has been but little improvement made in respect to school houses 
the past year. The immense taxes which have been raised for the pay- 
ment of volunteer bounties seem to have absorbed the means which 
might otherwise have beq^ appropriated to building. There has, boW'- 
ever, been two good hewn log buildings erected, and plans are being 
matured for the completion of three good frame buildings, one of which 
is designed for a graded school, in the village of Osceola^ which ig very 
much needed. We have at present eight good frame school houses, five 
comfortable hewn log houses, two miserable shanties, and seven schools 
are taught in private houses ; two districts have had no school the past 
year. Most of our school houses are provided with blackboards, and 
three have outline maps, one of which was purchased last spring. 

The State Superintendent's circular has done something towards awken- 
ing an interest in regard to some of the things mentioned therein. 

Teachers. 

I have examined during the past year twenty^^five applicants, seven of 
whom have been rejected, and some others would have been, had it not 
been for the scarcity of teachers. I liave in several instances been obliged 
to grant limited certificates between the semi-annual examinations, and 
in some instances have endorsed the certificates of the Superintendent 
of St. Croix county, which I think is preferable to granting special ex- 
examinations. I have generally required teachers holding third grade 
certificates to pass examinations semi-annually, which plan although not 
appreciated by all, has nevertheless had a good effect in prompting teach 
era to study and prepare themselves for higher attainments. As for the 
teachers of Polk county, I can say they have not been idle. With but 
few exceptions an advancement has been made which would compare well 
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with the adyancement made by the students of any high sohool. There 
has been a thorough waking up^ and they begin to see that they mtut ad- 
vance with the times. 

The county superintendency has worked well in ©ur county. I have 
been actually employed about 100 days each year in the business of the 
office, and, although laboring for the small and very inadequate compen-* 
sation of 9125 per year, I have not been weary in well doing. I can see 
that my toil has not been in vain. The satisfaction of knowing that I 
have done something, for the advancement of the cause of education 
seems to repay me for my trouble. 

** The township system," I think, would rather be an injury than a 
benefit to us, however much it might bo desired by the more densely 
settled portions of our State. But, lest^ my report^may weary you, I will 
not take up space in the discussion of itb merits or demerits. 

School visitations have not been so frequent as they should have been. 
This neglect seems to arise not so much from a lack of interest as from a 
kind of false impression, which seems to be prevalent in this section of 
country, that they have no business meddling with the teacher's work ; 
but this idea is rapidly passing away. In one instance, while delivering 
a public address, I was interrupted by an old gentleman asking me if peo- 
ple had a right to visit the school. I told him, most certainly they had, 
and every good teacher would thank them for a friendly call, and the 
school would be benefited by it. He replied that he was very glad that 
such was the case for he took pleasure in visiting the school. One thing 
is remarkable in our county. We have had but two terms of school 
taught by a male teacher for the past year. As I expect to retire from 
the office at the expiration of my term, not being able to spend my time 
for the small pay, I hope it will fall into competent and faithful hands, 
whose heart shall be enlisted in the cause, as mine has been, and that 
education whieh is the foundation of our civil liberties may be considered 
worthy the attention of all. 

R. H. CLARK, 

County Superintendent. 



PORTAGE COUNTY. 

As to the condition of our schools, I am not able to report 
much improvement during the past year. At the time of making 
the appropriations for the maintenance of schools during the year, the 
war was still raging ; heavy drafts had been made, not only upon the 
able bodied men, but on the financial resources of the country, to meet 
the exigencies of the war^ hence the appropriations made in some dis- 
tricts were not sufficient to keep up vigorous schools for the length of 
time they should have been. Our people, generallv, appear to be fully 
aware of the fact, that in order to have good schools, they must be able 
to employ good teachers, and I am well satisfied that nothing short of 
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dire necessity preyents them from supplying the means of hiring such 
teachers. Considerable more inquiry has been made for good teachers, 
the past year, than the year previous, and I think it a good omen that the 
practice of hunting up a person who will teach cheap is no longer the 
neplui ultra with school boards, but while they do not ignore the ques- 
tion of compensation, they are becoming more and more conscious of the 
fact that in order to secure first rate teaching talent, they must pay first 
rate wages, I feel encouraged to hope, from the increasing indications 
of interest manifested upon the subject of schools, by the people of this 
county, that each succeeding year will be marked by some progress. The 
subject of good school houses in districts that are destitute of them, is 
very generally engaging the attention of the people in those districts, 
and I am sanguine in the belief that the next annual report of the Super- 
intendent of this county will show an addition of many good school 
houses to those already existing. In short, though living in a region 
where the ^'century aged pine" is singing his eternal requiem over our 
heads, we are alive to the fact that upon the education of our children, 
depends not only their happiness, usefulness and respectability in life, 
but also the very life and perpetuity of our government. 

Our teachers, in point of qualifications (I speak now of those only who 
are teachers) are gradually assuming a higher position, and now that the 
sun of peace has again risen over our beloved land, I trust that such a 
state of things will be soon brought about as will induce talented men 
and women to engage in the profession of teaching for life, and this can 
only be accomplished by making such provision as will assure every 
worthy teacher that by entering that profession he will be sure of a com- 
petence through active life and old age. 

With regard to our school law I am not prepared to say in what par- 
ticular it might be amended for the better. I regard it now if properly 
administered, as sufficient to enable every locality that has a population 
of a half dozen families to have a good school. Constantly tinkering and 
modifying a law which answers well the purpose for which it was enacted, 
is unwise, and no radical changes should be made until a thorough trial 
of the existing law has demonstrated its necessity. Our school law has 
very recently uadergone a thorough revision and codification, I would 
suggest that it is the part of wisdom to let it remain unaltered until the 
people have time to learn its provisions and see its workings. If I were 
to propose any thing in addition to the existing law, it would be in the 
shape of a supplement, subjecting all school officers, from the highest to 
the lowest, to such penalties for the wilful neglect of their duties as 
would insure their faithful performance of them. Further, I would im- 
pose a penalty upon that parent, or guardian who, when a good school is 
provided for his children, by the imposition of a tax upon the property 
of the State, and by the beneficence of the general government, unneces- 
sarily keeps them out of school, or wilfully or carelessly neglects to send 
them. These are strong measures, some would say arbitrary and opposed 
to free institutions. I have neither time nor space to present arguments 
in their support. I will simply say that the State is bound by its consti- 
tution to provide the means of education for all its children, and it is 
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certainly logical to conclude that after having made these provisions, it 
has the power to make such laws as will render those provisions effectual 
and not leave it at the option of careless or thoughtless parents to render 
those provisions nugatory. 

In relation to the township system, allow me to say that I have some 
personal knowledge of its workings. I consider it well adapted to a 
densely populated country. Its main value, in my opinion, is that it 
authorizes the establishment of graded schools^ in which all the children 
may have the opportunity, by a regular graduation from the primary to 
the high school to receive a much more thorough and extensive education 
than it is possible for them to receive on the independent district system. 
But such a system (I speak now for my own part of the State) would be 
entirely impracticable in sparsely settled counties, such as this and many 
others are. 

W. R. ALBAN, 

Oounty Superintendent, 



ROCK COUNTY. 

Second District, 

From the written reports of the teachers and a visitation of the schools, 
I have prepared the following tabular statement : 

No. of distriet schools in the superintendency, 82 

No. of departments in the distriet schools, 87 

Average number of pupils registered in each department,... 83 

Average number present on days of visitation, 28 

Percentage of attendance of the number registered, 70 

Percentage of the attendance of the whole number entitled to school priyileges, 42 

Percentage of pupils under 6 years of age, , 4 

Percentage of pupils between 6 and 10 years of age, 42 

Percentage of pupils between 10 and 15 years of age, 40 

Percentage of pupils between 15 and 20 years of age, 18 

Percentage of pupils over 20 years of age, 1 

Percentage of pupils studying mental arithmetic,... 85 

Percentage of pupils studying written arithmetic, 80 

Percentage of pupils studying grammar, 16 

Percentage of pupils studying geography, «... 39 

Percentage of pupils instructed in map-drawing, 21 

Percentage of pupils instructed in composition^writing, 18 

Percentage of pupils studying algebra,.. 8 

Average number of classesin each school, 19 

No. of different teachers employed in the superintendency, 118 

No. of male teachers, 25 

No. of female teachers,. 108 

No. of teachers holding first grade certificates, , 4 

Ho. of teachers holding second grade certificates, 11 

Mo. of teaohers holding third grade certificates, • • • 118 

No.of teachers without preyious experience, 85 



92 

No. of teachers haYins taught from 1 to lOterms, 88 

No. of teaohers haTing taught from 10 to 20 terms,.. 14 

No. of teachers haTing taught more than 20 terms,.. 6 

ATerage experience of teachers in terms, 5 

No of teachers employed in the same school during the whole year, 17 

No. of teachers under 20 years of age, 38 

No. of teachers between 20 and 80 years of age, 70 

No.of teaohers between 80 and 40 years of age, 11 

No* of teaohers over 40 years of age, 4 

ATerage age of teachers in years, 24 

No. of school houses in the superintendency, 82 

No. of school houses good and commodious, 12 

No.of school houses comparatiyely good, 28 

No. of poor school houses, 42 

I wish I could say that there has been considerable improvement made 
in school buildings during the past year, but, excepting the erection of 
two new school bouses, — one of these a model one in the town of Beloit, 
— and the repairing of a few others, there has been nothing done in this 
respect worth mentioning. The high prices of materials and labor contin- 
ue to be the greatest hindrance to these improvements, which, for the 
sake of the comfort and convenience of pupils, it is hoped will soon return 
to reasonable rates. In a majority of the districts the school house does 
not compare favorably with the remaining buildings, and in a few it is 
scarcely an apology for a shelter for brute animals. 

'Z The schools, I think, are generally improving, though they are far from 
what they might be, and will be when their wants are better known and 
provided for. Some enjoy the [services ot competent and faithful school 
district officers, that are careful in the selection of teachers, and provident 
in supplying facilities for*a better instruction of pupils. Such schools are 
a credit to the county and a blessing to those that enjoy their advantages. 
I regret to say, on the contrary, that there are a few suffering from neglect^- 
For these a cheap teacher is hired without much regard to his qualifica- 
tions and former experience, and the least possible provision is made to 
aeoure their comfort and advancement. It can not be that thoso respon- 
sible for this carelessness and neglect^ attach sufficient importance to the 
proper education of their children, or have a conscientious regard to their 
immortal interests. 

The pupils generally are quite well classified ; much more however 
might be done in this direction, if some of the smaller districts were dis* 
organized and attached to others, and some of the larger were divided 
into two or three departments. There is scarcely a town in which this 
might not be profitably done. Certainly it would be much better for the 
children to go even two miles to a school properly graded, classified and 
conducted, than to attend a poorer one nearer home. But the greatest 
hindrance to a good classification of pupils in their studies, and the most 
serious evil in the public schools, is irregularity of attendance. By com- 

i)aring this with the last annual report, it will be seen that there has been 
ess of this during the'past year, but still it is an evil of so great a mag- 
nitude as to require, I think, some legislative action to remedy it. It 
would probably be inexpedient to enforce attendance ot children upon 
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tlie public school, as is done by some of the less democratic goyernmentfl 
of Europe, yet some inducement might be held out to secure this, if the 
public money was apportioned wholly or partly on the basis of actual at» 
tendance. If this was done, parents, who are mainly responsible for this 
evil, would not only feel a greater interest in sending their children regu- 
larly to the district school, but also in maintaining it for a greater number 
of months. 

Of the one-hundred and sixty-three applicants for certificates that have 
attended the public examinations, one hundred and thirty-four were \i^ 
censed to teach ; three receiving first grade certificates, nine second grade; 
and the remainder third grade. A larger number might haye obtained 
certificates of a higher grade, but did not consider that such conferred 
upon them privileges sufficient to compensate them for the additional time 
and labor required in the examination. As a class, the teachers were 
faithful to their business and worthy of high eommendation for their suc- 
cess. If the school houses, apparatus and other facilities of education 
compared favorably with the qualifications of the teachers, our schools 
would rank high in comparison with others in this country. There was 
no case in which << the teacher was turned out of school," and I know of 
but two decided failures, and one of these was owing to circumstances over 
which the teacher had no control. A large majority of the winter schools 
were taught by female teachers, and these were equally as well governed 
and instructed as those under the charge of the sterner sex. From the 
fact that the former make teaching a vocation for a longer period of time, 
and can profitably be employed in the same school during both terms of 
the year, I think that preference should be given to iengaging their servi- 
ces whenever their qualifications are not inferior. 

A. C. WHITFORD, 
Gounttf Superintendent. 



ST. CROIX COUNTY. 

The whole number of children and youth in this county over four and 
under twenty years of age, is 2,857, being an increase of twenty per 
cent, above the number reported last year. Of this number, 656 have 
not attended school during any part of the preceding year. To provide 
for the instruction of these children, there has been expended during the 
year the sum of $11,022, or about five dollars for each one that has at- 
tended school. The average wages paid to female teachers is $126 67 ; to 
male teachers $37 77 per month. 

Several new distriets have been organized, but only one school house 
has been built during the year. Some remain unfinished, and their pres- 
ent condition affords painful evidence of the poor economy of building 
school houses piece meal. Of about sixty school houses in the county, 
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eigbteen only have yards inclosed, and twenty«two only have ouUhonses 
in good repair. The attention of district boards has been called to these 
facts repeatedly, bat hitherto without much ayail. 

Nor b the condition of things inside of a large proportion of oar school 
houses much better. Ih more than two-thirds of them the seats are too 
high for the younger phildren, and in many instances without backs, so 
that they are compelled to sit unsupported, with feet dangling in the air. 
In some there is no blackboard, no chair, and in fact, no movable furniture 
except a stove. In many others the blackboard surface is too meager, the 
plastered walls need repairing, and panes of glass to be replaced. 

Quite too many of our school houses look desolate and dilapidated. 
There is nothing inside nor outside to invite to personal neatness or de- 
cency in conduct. 

Happily this is not the case with all. 

In several towns commanding sites have been selected for the school 
houses, which, being built with some regard to architectural propriety, 
and painted white, afford a pleasant relief to the monotonous landscapes 
surrounding them. But even such are not all inclosed or in good repair, 
and only two are supplied with wall maps and globes. 

Of the prescribed studies no one is more faithfully taught in most of 
our schools than mental arithmetic, and no one ought to be held in higher 
estimation as a disciplinary and practical exercise. At our public ex- 
aminations more candidates for a license have failed in this branch than 
in any other of the required branches. It has not been recommended to 
our teachers to make this or any other branch of study a hobby, but to 
apply themselves so thoroughly and carefully to numerical anlysis, that 
they may teach properly this interesting and important study. 

Our institute held in Hudson was largely attended and productive of 
much practical benefit. Still the limited time of four or five days was felt 
to be insufficient to accomplish what is needed. On this account our next 
institute was appointed to meet at Bichmond on the 3d of October of the 
present year, to continue throughout the month. The institute is now in 
session, and is attended by a majority of the teachers in the county. The 
exercises consist of a review of the branches required to be taught in 
district schools, with familiar lectures, illustrations and discussions. In- 
stitutes conducted in this manner, although poor substitutes for a thor- 
ough and protracted course of study, will, it is believed, tend to stimulate 
and encourage teachers, and afford them an opportunity to refresh their 
memories, and also to produce uniformity and thoroughness in their 
methods of teaching. 

During the past year, our schools, with four exceptions, have been suc- 
cessfully conducted. Teachers have been zealous and faithful. Their 
measure of success would have been greater had they received the cordial 
co-operation of the district officers and the other patrons of the school. 
Oomplaints of irregular attendance and official neglect are fully justified 
by reported facts. 

The average attendance amounts to only fifly per cent, of the number 
registered. The schools have been but seldom visited, and some of the 
district clerks have persistently refused to furnish even a register. Such 
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palpable neglect of official duty sabjects teachers to much inconyenience 
and districts to the liability of loss. 

Our district school system seems to reqnire some material modification, 
or the substitution of some better plan. Such is the opinion of many of 
our best teachers in this and other States. In many of our school dis- 
tricts it is impossible to find competent men to serye as district officers. 
Hence the lamentable negligence and looseness in the management of dis- 
trict affairs. Eyery thing is disjointed and irregular. Districts become 
disorganized, or fail of being reported ; contracts with teachers are neg- 
lected; suitable fuel and furniture are not proyided ; petty broils are en- 
gendered, and general uneasiness and dissatisfaction preyails. In dis- 
tricts fayored with competent and liberal minded men, matters are in 
quite a differenc state, but such are few in comparison with the whole. 

The Township District System has been proposed as a remedy for the 
eyils attending our present school district organization. This system is 
now in successful operation in some of the States ; and; that it was earnestly^ 
adyocated by our late Superintendent of Tublic Instruction, and by other 
experienced and prominent educators in our State, is greatly in fayor of 
its efficiency and practicability. 

I confess myself, after much reflection, to be in fayor of its adoption for 
trial. The legislatiye act that would establish it can easily be repealed 
if tlio system should be found to be impracticable. If it should proye to 
be no better than our present system, it might lead to modifications whicli 
would be salutary to our educational interests, and relieye society from the 
plague of personal quarrels with which almost eyery school district is now 
infected. 

Notwithstanding the extraordinary burden of taxes, appropriations for 
schools in our county during the past year haye been liberal. Teachers* 
wages, compared with preyious years, haye been adyanced twenty per 
cent. Such is the appreciation of well qualified teachers by the patrons 
of the schools, that district officers haye felt justified in offering generous 
oompensation to seccure their seryices. There is, generally, among both 
the natiye and foreign population, a growing interest in the schools, and 
a willingness to bear the burdens necessary to sustain them, and a deter- 
mination to place within the reach of eyery child in the county the means 
for a respectable education, 

A. H. WELD, 

Oounty Superintendent 



SHEBOYGAN COUNTY. 

I haye the pleasure of reporting that the oondition and progress of the 
public schools in this county, during the past year, haye been quite en- 
couraging to the friends of education. The general interest exhibited iir 
the cause of popular education is steadily increasing, and many hereto^ 
fore careless and unconcerned are awakening to the knowledge, that upoD 
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properly sustaining our distriot- schools, depend the welfare and happi- 
ness of their children, and the prosperity and perpetuity of our free Repab- 
lioan institutions. Although much, very much, remains to be done before 
our common schools become what they should bo, yet, there has been no 
time since my recollection, when they were better sustained and better 
conducted than during the past year. It is true that, in some localities, 
the summer schools were poorly attended^ but the scarcity of help made 
this a necessity on the part of the parents, and not their fault. 

Several new and commodious houses have been built, and many of the 
old ones repaired and furnished so as to make them more conyenient and 
comfortable. One, a large well built and well ventilated house, was erected 
at Glenbeulah at a cost of $2,600, which does credit to that neighborhood. 
The district tax, raised for the purpose, was not enough to complete the 
building ; and the ladies, kindly taking the matter in hand, got up a con- 
cert and entertainment, and in this way raised $210 with which to finish 
it. It is calculated for three departments — one above and two below — and 
will accommodate 246 pupils. ^ The people of that thriving village now 
have the satisfaction of knowing that their perseverance and liberality 
have given them the. best school house in Sheboygan county outside of 
the city. I would recommend that the people in other localities do as 
Qlenbeulah has done, and furnish their children with comfortable and 
convenient school houses, tastily fitted up, in place of the old worn out 
log houses built by the early settlers, and in which any respectable farmer 
would be ashamed to stable his cattle. 

But little has been done to provide globes, charts and maps, and the 
schools are almost entirely destitute of those important aids to both 
teacher and pupils. 

The system of County Superintendency has not been working four 
years, and succeeds, in spite of the opposition it first met with, beyond 
the expectations of its friends. That it has done much to promote the 
cause of education by raising the standard of qualifications of teachers, 
causing them to better prepare themselves for their high office, furnishing 
steady employment and paying better wages to successful, working live 
teachers, and weeding out those of a poorer grade, but few will deny, and 
that few is confined to a class whose good sense and honesty are not 
equal to their prejudices. 

The greatest evil we now suffer, is from the lack of visitation by the 
patrons. There is a lamentable disregard of duty and carelessness in this 
respect, and I can find no good excuse for this neglect. While parents 
are generally willing to provide everything in their power that money 
can furnish for the good of the schools, and are demanding higher 
attainments, well directed efforts, and a lively interest on the part of the 
teacher, they almost universally fail to give that encouragement to the 
teaeher, and awaken that lively interest on the part of the scholar so 
necessary to his progress *and mental improvement, which only their 
presence in the school room can give. I have urged upon the teachers 
the necessity of visiting the patrons of their schools to impress this point 
on their minds, that if they will not frequently visit the school they must 
not complain if they are not satisfied with their children's improvement. 
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And I find in every district wbere the patrons make it a point to visit 
their school, consult freely with the teacher, and enconrage the scholars 
by their own interest, that their school gets far in advance of the neigh« 
boring districts, which are, in every other respect, equally well sustained. 
Teachers should bear in mind, that when they have succeeded in getting 
their patrons interested in their school, half of their work is accomplished, 
their reputation and good name established, and their success certain. 

In relation to the •* township district " system I will say, that I have 
given tbe subject much thought, and am satisfied it would, if engrafted 
into our school code^ do much to advance the cause of education in Wis- 
consin. Under our present system we have to manage small districts, 
some of which cannot afford to keep more than three months' school dur- 
ing the year, and that is generally taught by a second or third rate 
teacher. This keeps the school backward, and the children under such 
management can never obtain even a fair education. We now have very 
inefiicient and often wholly incompetent school officers, under whose man- 
agement the schools cannot succeed. I believe the township system is 
calculated to remedy these evils, by placing all the schools in a town un- 
der the control of a competent and efficient town board, elected with a 
view to their increased responsibility, who would so locate the several 
branch, schools as to accommodate all the children in the town, and select 
teachers with a view to the wants of a neighborhood. Every part of the 
town would then be able to keep a teacher during a greater part of the 
year, and the children of poor parents would then have equal advan^ 
tage for obtaining an education with those living in a more wealthy 
neighborhood. In connection with these branch schools, and exercising 
a supervision over them, would be an advanced school, where all the larger 
scholars could attend and pursue the higher branches without the expense 
and inconvenience of leaving home: This school could be so located (in a 
central position) as to accommodate nearly all the larger children in town. 
The town board, with the principal of the advanced school, would, by 
law, be required frequently to visit each of the schools, and provide for 
the welfare and progress of each ; and, receiving compensation, would 
not neglect their duties, as district boards now do. But we are told 
that the expense of such a system would be enormous, and the people 
could not be induced to accept it. Could the plan proposed be carried 
into effect and each town afforded a good graded school, with branch 
schools enough to accommodate the people, none could be found to object, 
but the fear is " that it will be too expensive." Did you ever know a 
man to count the cost of his tobacco and whiskey ? Why then be so 
penurious when asked ^ to contribute a dollar toward the support of 
schools? Let us see if* the township system will be morp expensive. In 
this town there are ten whole districts, and seven parts of districts, equal 
to three more, giving us thirteen schools in the. township ; and during the 
past year there has been taught, on an average, six months in each dis- 
trict, at the cost of 824 41 per month. In the condition that this town 
now is, six schools, employing seven teachers, may be so located as to 
better accommodate the people than the thirteen now do. In this con- 
nection we must bear in mind that now we are obliged to keep in repai 

TSUPT, 
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and fornisli with seats, desks, blackboards, maps and charts, (if any be 
used) and fuel thirteen school houses ; under the township system. 
Biz, or, at most, seven ; now we pay thirteen teachers, then we need pay 
but seven or eight. Will not the money paid these surplus teachers, and 
spent in keeping in repair the surplus houses, compensate the town board, 
with a little to spare, to lengthen out the school term ? 

It may be said that this is a single case^ but it is not. Sheboygan Falls 
supports 6 schools and five parts, beside a graded school, which employs 
four teachers ; Sherman, 8 and 4 parts; Lima, 9 and 4 parts ; and HoK 
land, 12 and 1 part. That incompetent school boards retard the schools 
no one will deny. Will we not be more likely to secure three competent 
men in town than three in each district ? Will not men work better 
when paid than equally good men without pay ? Would not a town board 
be lesB influenced by neighborhood broils than district boards ? 

In my opinion our present system is not calculated to yield the great- 
est good. In many of our counties the superintendent cannot visit all 
the schools during each term^ and in the smaller counties in which he 
can pay a flying visit of an hour to each school, how much good is done ? 
Either give us back the old system of town superintendents, with their 
diversity of standards and lower grade of teachers, or extend to tha 
county superintendent such aid as may be necessary to the full perform- 
ance of his duties. If parents and school officers will not do their 
duty in looking after the school, let them pay some one to do that duty 
for them. Let some of the money now squandered in supporting the 
surplus schools be t;xpended upon only as many as are necessary to ac- 
commodate all, and we need no longer have so many three months' 
schools taught by cheap teachers in cheaper log huts ; but, instead, we 
would have long terms, taught by good teachers, who would get good 
pay, teach good schools in good houses, and the children make good prog- 
ress in the great cause of education. 

H. A. FOKBES, 

County Superintendent. 



TREMPEALEAU COUNTY- 

In responding this year to your request for a special report, I will ar- 
range my remarks under the following heads : School houses and their 
apptzrteaances — Teachers — People — changes required to make our schools 
more efficient. 

School Bouses. 

Many of the school houses throughout the county are not what they 
Bhouliibe. Of the thirty-eight school houses in the county, one is brick, 
a large substantial building with three commodious school roodis. There 
are sixteen frame buildings, either plastered or ceiled, arranged with seats 
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fronting the teacher's desk and separated by aisles. There are eight oth- 
er frame buildings partly finished, badly seated, with desks around the 
room and movable seats. In some of these schools are maintained during 
the winter, but they are all unfit for winter sessions. There are four 
board structures, which arc unworthy the name ot school houses ; in one 
of which, however, school is kept during eight months of the year. 

There are seven log school houses ; five of these are comfortable for 
schools, the other two are old and uncomfortable, and all badly arranged 
and seated. 

There are three districts without school houses. Our record respecting 
school houses, would appear to one unacquainted with the circumstances 
that surround us, somewhat unfavorable. 

For most of the districts I have no excuse to oflfer. This state of things 
in many districts, is the result of penuriousness and bickerings about 
school-house sites; while in other cases, districts, when newly organized, 
were tempted to provide such miserable tenements for school^ purposes, 
and they still continue to adhere to them, because they do not see the ne- 
cessity of any better provision for meeting the intellectual wants of their 
children. I am glad that I can report that in four or five of these dis- 
tricts, this state of things will be remedied during the coming year. But 
two districts can boast of a well fenced site. Many districts are without 
out-buildings, and others are in a miserable condition. Four only are 
famished with outline maps ; and only one furnished with charts repre- 
senting the elementary sounds — a set of which should be in every school 
room. 

Blackboards are wanting in a large number. 

These deficiencies betoken a want of the proper consideration an d just 
appreciation of what is needed to meet the educational demands of the 
present time. A few years, I trust, will correct this state of things and 
supply these deficiencies. 

Teachers, 

The majority of teachers now in the county are young and inexpe- 
rienced. They are endeavoring, however, to qualify themselves for the 
work in which they are engaged^ by attending the best schools within 
their immediate reach. 

But our schools fail to give that instruction in many important particu*' 
lars which they need. The principles of orthography are almost univer- 
sally neglected. There is not that attention paid to reading that its im- 
portance demands' As a general rule, as the teacher is taught, so he 
teaches. The practical part — the learning how to impart instruction, re- 
ceives very little attention. These faults I have aimed, in a measure, to 
correct in nliy examinations and in my personal inspection of schools. 

Peopk, 

The people of the county are not so much alive upon the subject of 
eonmon school education, as its importance requires. 
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They do not feol the claims of a higher degree of enlightenment which 
the present has upon them, and the immediate future will have upon thoir 
children. This Is plainly evidenced by their school houses in many dis- 
tricts, by the lack of school fixtures, by their neglect in many instances 
to supply their children with proper books^ and by their general neglect 
of schools. Still the people feel the. necessity of schools, and cheerily 
TOte money for their support; but that hearty, every-day interest, which 
gives life and energy to all school operations, and moves the springs 
of action, is nowhere generally manifested. The more material wants of 
our eommon nature seem to absorb their time, thoughts and efforts. 

Thi Change that art needed to make our School Syttem more EffieienU 

There is nothing more notorious to every observant mind than this one 
palpable fact, that our schools are not accomplishing for us all that they 
might with the present outlay of money. Now where shall we find the 
fault ? Does it lie in the inefficiency of our present school organization ? 
Or would this same state of things exist with a change of organization ? 
I will indicate what I consider to be the reasons why our schools fail to 
accomplish for the people all that they might. In the first place, it arises 
from the want of thorough preparation on the part of teachers. In the 
second place from the constant change of teachers. In the third place, 
from the irregularity of attendance of children at school. In the fourth 
place, from the looseness of our school organization. How are we to 
have teachers better qualified ? To secure this, the state contemplates the 
establishment of two normal schools — a right movement in the right di- 
rection, But it is not probable that the twentieth part of the six or 
seven thousand teachers of the state will ever be able to avail themselves 
of the advantages of such schools. 

To prepare the remainder better for the work of teaching, provision 
should be made for holding yearly, in each county, an institute of at least 
one month, and it should be made obligatory upon teachers to attend 
them. This, with the present home facilities for schools, would, in a great 
degree, do the work. 

The frequent change of teachers would, in a measure, be prevented by 
their better preparation and more devotion to their work. But this, to- 
gether with the irregularity of school atteadance, is the result of the 
people's fickleness, and of the inefficiency of our present district organi- 
zation. Without going into a long argument, I will briefly state some 
reasons why a change from the present district to a town organization of 
schools would be advisable. 

In the first place it will give us a better class of school officers ; officers 
that will more faithfully discharge their duties, because they will be paid. 
In the second place a partial gradation of all our schools will be effected, 
a change that is very much needed. In the third place, a change in the 
time of our school teims would be brought about, which, for "primary 
scholars, would prevent very much of the present irregularity of attend- 
ance among them. 

County Superintendent; 
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VEKNON COUNTY. 

From this county we can report no decided improvement in the matter 
of school houses. Since the triumph of the Government I hear more of 
enlarging and fencing school house sites, of making old houses as com- 
fortable as possible, and building new ones as soon as circumstances will 
permit, Hillsborough will build a house next summer adapted to the 
purposes of a graded school, and we have reason to hope that the coming 
year will not bo suffered to pass without marked improvement in the con- 
dition of school houses in our county. We have held nine public exam- 
inations in the twenty-one towns of this county. The classes have been 
less in number and better in quality than heretofore. Care has been ex- 
ercised to encourage the deserving and to prevent districts from being 
imposed upon by the indolent, shallow, vain pretender. The intention is 
to impress the public mind with the idea that it is an honor to be a school 
teacher. Patrons are more interested, more care is taken to obtain a 
good teacher, and to sustain him by encouraging words and visitation of 
the school. The idea is beginning to prevail that a district board has 
positive duties to perform beyond the hiring of a teacher. There is 
ground for encouragement concerning the mental and moral development 
of such children as attend school. The physical well-being of the child 
is disregarded to an alarming extent, and a reformation in this can only 
be effected by reseating and rebuilding our school houses ; and the fact 
that vitiated air is not adapted to the wants of the human system, judging 
by observation, is not understood ; and, as our fathers paid little atten- 
tion to ventilation, and some of them lived to a good old age, the subject 
is overlooked. The darkest feature of our schools is non-attendance and 
irregular attendance. I see in the children at home and in the street, 
the future transgressors of the law. I shudder at the prospective crime 
to be committed by that class of ehildren when they shall have attained 
to manhood. I am convinced, (although opposed to the spirit of our in- 
stitutions,) that a stringent, compulsory law alone can affect a radical 
cure. When a parent will turn his back upon the privileges of a common 
school education, tendered his child by th« generosity of tibe State, and by 
refusal or neglect, rob his offspring of this priceless treasure, it is a ease 
of hopeless depravity, and law should interpose to prevent the unnatural 
crime. This section of country will favor the Township System, We 
think the missing link should join the two parts of the broken ehain. 
The people of this eounty favor the County System, as it produces more 
uniformity ; but the inability of the Superintendent to visit the schools 
properly, creates the necessity of town officers to act under the County 
Superintendent. Hoping and trusting we are determined to press onward 
and upward in the best cause that ever engaged fhe attention of mankind, 
I remain 

HARTWELL ALLEN, 

lOouniy Superintendent 
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WALWORTH COUNTY. 

I herewith transmit you a supplementajy report of the condition of ed- 
ucational matters in this county. 

The year just closed has, I think, been marked by some improvement. 
The people generally are manifesting an increase of interest in providing 
better school accommodations and a better class of teachers. The county 
as a whole have raised at the last annual meetings more money to carry 
on their schools for the coming year, than they have previously done. 
Many districts have thoroughly refitted their school houses. Some are 
about erecting new ones. Delevan is at the present engaged in enlarging 
its school house. Geneva is to build a new one the coming spring, at 
the estimated cost of $10,000.; and the people of Elkhorn are talking of 
replacing their present structure by one more befitting the place, and 
suitable to its necessities. 

There are nine graded schools in the county. A rigid system of exam"* 
ination has been instituted upon an elevated standard of requirements, 
the result of which has been to give us a better class of teachers ; to in- 
duce some to seek a more thorough preparation ; and others to engage in 
business better suited to their capacity. A few, complaining of injustice, 
but not possessed of the moral courage to right that injustice in a legiti- 
mate manner, have, through the influence of friends who are district offi- 
cers, given additional evidence of- their lack of qualifications for the 
position of teacher, by consenting to teach without a certificate. It is a 
matter of regret that more care is not caken in selecting officers for tlie 
charge of out schools. Only to those who have a direct interest for the 
best good of the young, should be given positions of such responsibility. 
Our best teachers have given a hearty support to all measures calculated 
to raise the standard of qualifications ; and in return for their interest 
and efforts, they are reaping a substantial reward in a renewed confidenoe 
on the part of the public, and a corresponding increase of salary. They 
have learned the fact that a heart- felt interest in their vocation, and hon^ 
est toil to render themselves fit for the discharge of its responsible duties, 
will be properly appreciated and remunerated. This cannot fail of having 
a beneficial influence on our schools. 

In some parts of the county there is considerable opposition to our 
present system, arising from an ignorance of it. But this is fast being 
overcome and time will do away with it entirely. 

Comparatively, the attendance at our schools has been good, still there 
is mnch chance for improvement. Irregularity of attendance and its re- 
sultant tardiness constitute one of the most alarming evils with which the 
educator is called to deal — and one which, if not a desire for the welfare 
of their children, a common sense spirit of selfishness ought to prompt 
parents to remedy. Happy, indeed, would it bC; if all the loss could be 
confined to the absentee alone, but like a blow or pressure on a mass of 
liquid, which is communicated to every particle, not an individual in the 
little community eseapes the baleful influence. Why the whole body of 
tax payers are willing to see from 30 to 40 per cent, of their money worse 
than uselessly expended, I cannot understand. Our teachers do all they 
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can, but they are comparatiyely powerless in regard to it. I think the 
matter calls for legislative action. It is much cheaper to prevent than to 
punish crime. 

The school registers and teachers' reports to me do not show that visi- 
tation by patrons that bespeaks the active interest on their part, that the 
success of the school demands. How far teachers are responsible for this 
I do not know, but my records show that the best teachers have reported 
the most visitors. The discipline of our schools has been good, and is 
constantly improving. The instruction, in most cases, thorough. Many 
good scholars fail in ability to impart. From this fact some are disposed 
to argue, that poor scholars are good teachers, but my experience has 
taught me^ that a good education is the foundation of a successful in- 
structor. Though, generally, our schools have been all that the circum- 
stances would warrant us in expecting, I cannot refrain from making 
special commendation of the schools in the following country districts : 
Nos. 3, Geneva ; 4, Linn ; 10 and 12, Spring Prairie ; 9, Walworth ; 5 and 
7, Darien ; 3, La Grange, and 15, Sharon. 

Teachers have been required to transmit monthly reports to this office, 
the effect of which is good on the schools, and furnishes information as to 
their condition. 

There are two or three local associations of teachers holding their meet- 
ings semi-monthly. Qne institute has been held with a good attendance. 
The time was mainly spent in exercises upon the topics of reading and 
primary instruction, as I deemed these more necessary to the teachers and 
schools at that time. It seems that some provision ought to be made by 
law, allowing teachers to attend upon regular institutes, which we are re «• 
quired to hold yearly, without being obliged to lose the time from the ir 
school term. This would be an inducement for many to attend who now 
do not, and the effect would be beneficial to our schools, as it is for them 
institutes are held. The time required for a school to be taught by a 
qualified teacher, in order to draw public money, ought to be lengthened 
to at least six months, this would do aw^y with some evils that now 
exist. 

In regard to the Township System, T think it not only practicable but 
desirable, and a necessary complement to our present system. I hope the 
coming legislature will adopt it 

The adoption of the proposed normal school plan is meeting with gen** 
eral favor. Geneva has bid for one of the schools, and the people hope, 
that the superior facilities offered may induce the board to locate one at 
that point. Normal instruction is a need that has long been felt in our 
state, and when once our normal schools shall be established, through the 
influence of the better educated class of teachers sent out from them, we 
may expect a new impetus will be given to our educational interests 
throughout the state. There is need of great care that our normal schools 
may be rendered efficient and produce results equal to our fondest an- 
ticipations. Finally, may our schools be jealously protected, furnishing, 
as they do, that intelligent spirit of freedom and justice that is the real 
safeguard of a republican government, for which no substitute can be 
found. 0. R. SMITH, 

County SuperintendeniM 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

I submit the following report, covering, I hope, the points upon which 
you Bolioit information : 

The whole number of schools in operation during the winter of 1864—5 
was one hundred and thirty-five, of which number one hundred and fif- 
teen were visited by the undersigned, with the view to ascertain the con- 
dition and wants of each school, to advise the teachers, to encourage the 
pupils, and arouse the officers of the schools to a more lively interest in 
their respective duties. The number of summer schools is not certainly 
known by the undersigned, as the clerks of the districts neglected to 
report. 

I examined during the past year 126 teachers in the third grade and 
seven in the second grade, and can state, with great satisfaction, that the 
majority of them have made good improvement in theoretical as well as 
practical teaching, and that their average standing is 7 to 8 in the differ- 
ent branches. Many school houses, although not rebuilt as was necessary, 
have been so repaired that they are now more comfortable at least to the 
pupils and teachers than they were before. Many districts do yet neglect 
to have blackboards in their schools, but I think they very soon would 
have such if every teacher would refuse to teach in a school having no 
blackboard. 

The teachers* wages have increased a little, as the majority of the dis- 
tricts have experience enough to perceive that it is to their own advan- 
tage to pay good wages to their teachers and to hold longer winter terms ; 
and many of the school districts have followed my advice to engage, if 
possible, the same teachers, if they found them active and practical 
l9,borers in our noble work of education. Teachers that are employed 
the first time in a district always will have to spend a considerable time 
to become acquainted with the abilities and habits of their pupils, and 
sometimes with the special views, etc., of their parents. 

With regard to what is called the township system, I can express not 
only my individual opinion, but also the opinion of many patrons of 
schools and school officers. We do not consider, at the present time, that 
it would be adapted to the wants and necessities of our schools, but we 
think if a law were passed in that respect, it should be left to each town 
to introduce that system or not. Especially the point, that the school 
houses should be built from the town school tax, would be a source of 
much quarrelling and hard feelings, as so many districts have in past 
years entirely neglected to do their duties, while other districts have 
spent a considerable sum of money to have good school houses ; and these 
districts think it unjust to pay now for those who never raised one cent 
for their own benefit. 

In regard to that point of the law allowing private examinations, I 
would respectfully recommend an alteration, in so far as the present law 
is 80 favorable for those who like to '^ shirk *' the public examinations. 
Sickness only, proved by affidavit, (for I believe and perhaps eaa prove 
that even some teachers do not always speak the truth), should be a good 
cause to ask for a private examination. Even limited certificates will not 
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Iielp tliem, ihey prove more or less inefficient, and our legislature should 
maKe that section in the school law stricter. 

FRED. REGENFUSS, 

County Superintendent 



WAUPACA COUNTY. 
I hare the honor to submit the following special report : 

!• — School Houses* 

Though we Lave still a large number of very uncomfortable school 
houses, many of the districts are making important improvements in their 
buildings. Some are erecting new ones, and others repairing and enlarg- 
ing the old ones. Many are still without outline mads, though several 
have been supplied within the last few months. In Waupaca the initiat- 
ory steps have already been taken for building a school house with ample 
accommodations. It is expected to be completed in another year, when 
the four departments, which now occupy each a separate building, will be 
taught under one roof, and the present difficulty of properly grading the 
schools will be obviated. In New London a similar improvement is con- 
templated. Many of the rural districts have this fall voted a tax to build 
commodious school houses, and some have already commenced building. 
During the late war many of our citizens manifested comparatively little 
interest in education; now that the government is saved, although the 
expenses incurred have made taxes very heavy, few indeed are opposed 
to the necessary improvements. , 

2. — Graded Schools. 

There are four graded schools in this county ; one of four departments 
in Waupaca; one of four in New London; one of two in lola, and one 
of two in Weyauwega. Within a short time we shall no doubt have many 
more. By a union of districts several more graded schools might with 
little inconvenience and much advantage be maintained. 

8. — Teachers. 

Many of our teachers have attended a normal school, and are filling 
their positions with credit to themselves and profit to their scholars. We 
have less of << changing teachers " than is usually complained of, and a 
larger number who make teaching a profession. A County Teachers*^ 
Association, and several town associations, have been successfully main- 
tained for several years. A majority of our teachers avail themselves of 
every opportunity for improvement. 
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4. — Pupils. 

Many of the districts being large and thinly inhabited, and roads for 
the greater part of the year very bad, the average attendance seems small 
to one unacquainted with these inconveniences. Teachers have, to a cer- 
tain extent, adopted the object method, and by it awakened interest in 
their pupils. To this I attribute, in a great measure, the fair attendance. 
Where the teachers are earnest and wide awake in their profession, the pu- 
pils are attentive to their studies and regular in attendance. 

5. — Patrons, 

Pupils and teachers need encouragement. This encouragement must 
come from the patrons. Here is our greatest deficiency. Parents very 
seldom visit school. In many districts no visits are made except by the 
superintendent and district board. To induce parents to visit schools as 
well as to give the pupils a stimulus, the County Teachers^ Association 
has instituted a public annual examination, to which each school is enti- 
tled to representatives. The system was first introduced under Mr. 
Wernli's direction, and is found to have a very good effect. A course of 
study is recommended, it being understood that the pupils will be exam- 
ined in each branch named, and that competitors in the different classes 
shall be under certain ages* This system is doing much towards estab* 
lishing a uniform course of study throughout the county, and in having 
the studies pursued in their proper order. 

6, — Township System. 

Much has been said for and against the Township System in this coun- 
ty. The proposed scheme is favorably received in all the populous towns, 
but in the thinly settled towns it is opposed by many, for the reason that 
they fail to see that it would benefit them at present. I believe that a 
township system of schools, is just what we need, and that without it our 
system will never be complete. Waupaca county is ready to give it a 
hearty support. 

JNO. K. McGKEGOR, 
County Superintendent, 



WOOD COUNTY, 

In compliance with your request, I submit for your consideration the 
following in reference to our schools. It has been my pleasure to visit 
all the schools in the County once, and all but one twice) and several four 
^nd five times during the year, and in doing so I have observed a growing 
interest among the people generally of this County with reference to their 
schools. They seem to feel the necessity of them. They desire to secure 
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fcbe services of competent and efficient teacliers, and have kept their 
children well supplied with books, with a few dishonorable exceptions. 
There is a marked improvement in the average qualifications of the 
teachers of this County as compared with any previous year. At the last 
examination a more thorough list of questions was presented and the stan- 
dard was raised to 80, 90 and 100 per cent., and yet the per cent, of fail* 
ures was far less than on former occasions. 

The teachers employed in our schools, with few exceptions, are earnest 
in their labors and well qualified for the duties of their vocations ; and it 
it is here that progress is most promising, as highly qualified, practical 
teachers will necessarily exert a healthful and permanent influence in the 
various districts which become the scenes of their labor. Through active, 
energetic, and high toned teachers, the parents will be reached, in time, 
and a permanent interest in the schools established. Prominent among 
the means used to accomplish this desirable end is the " Normal Institute " 
held in this County twice during the year, phe last of which continued 
some six weeks, which was connected with the Union School of this 
place, under the able and successful management of J. H. Jackson. These 
gatherings of the friends of education have afforded a useful stimulus to 
all engaged in the work, quickening their zeal, arousing a spirit of emu- 
lation among them, awakening a proper sense of the importance and re- 
sponsibilities of their office and of the relations they bear to society. I 
cannot speak too highly of the importance of holding lengthy Normal 
Institutes in every County, and hence the necessity of the law being so 
changed as to empower and authorize every County to make appropriations 
each for itself, to maintain and support them. By this method the back» 
woods Counties which receive no direct benefit from the Normal School 
Fund as it has been heretofore expended are sure to have a system of in- 
struction adapted to the wants and conditions of those who are not pecu* 
niarily able to leave their own County to receive this needful instruction. 
We have tried the plan, sought and obtained the appropriation from the 
County Board to sustain us, and I most cheerfully recommend other small 
counties to try the same plan and thus reap the most desirable results. 

In reference to the Township District System, I must confess that there 
are some features in it that would be quite desirable and might be made 
practicable in a city but not in a county as newly settled as this, and I 
very much question its feasibility in any of the country towns. As a theo- 
ry it seems plausible, but when the attempt is made to reduce it to pracn 
tice in a town like some of ours, for instance, which are forty miles or 
more in length, the boundary lines of which are subject to changes by 
the county board at every sitting, not so much with reference to meeting 
our educational interests as in securing private andjocal interspts. Again 
it so happens that some of our most flourishing villages are situated at ' 
or near the boundary lines, which will make it decidedly inconvenient in 
carrying into effect the proposed system. In our newer counties there 
are sparsely settled neighborhoods where but few children reside within 
convenient distance of any given point, and yet by their industry and per- 
severance they maintain a school the most of the year, still the system of 
gradmg the schools in those towns could not be made any more available to 
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them under the new than under the old or present system, and it certainly 
cannot be made available at all under the present system. It is true that 
the system of grading schools whenever the population is sufficient to 
admit of the division of the school into departments is not only practica- 
ble but absolutely necessary, and it is being done in most every couaty in 
the state, but it does not follow that because it is practicable in our cities 
and villages it is therefore practicable and demanded in our sparsely set- 
tled towns ; the contrary is the case. Again I cannot understand how the 
proposed system can be carried into effect successfully without incurring 
a larger expense than under the present system. Under the present sys- 
tem all the work of a district, such as hiring teachers, seeing that the 
school rooms are in order, providing fuel, arranging bills and accounts, 
visiting the schools ; all these and many moro are performed gratuitously 
by local school officers ; there is a sort of pride and interest which one 
feels in home and in the schools where his own children are to be educat- 
ed that well pays him for his trouble. If I understand the proposed 
Town District System correctly a township school board is to be created 
and the clerk of this board must perform the work which now devolves 
upon the several district clerks of the towns. Who does not know that 
this work will not be performed unless the offices are made quite remuM 
nerative, and I doubt even then whether it will be any more successfully 
accomplished than now. 

The district system is adapted to the various wants of the people from 
the highest to the lowest, as well to the thinly settled neighborhood where, 
owing to the fewness of the inhabitants, a small mixed school is maintain- 
ed with a struggle, as to the village where a graded school is easily kept 
in operation. It can hardly be worth while to undertake a revolution in 
our educational system so entire, a change so radical as that proposed in 
the " township system," without a tolerable certainty that important 
benefits are to flow from it. 

No system of instruction will be successful unless the proper officers 
make it so, and if the right kind of energy is put forth by the leading 
educators of the state to ?o change the law as to allow any county to 
make the appropriations necessary to maintain a Normal Institute a rea« 
sonable length of time, and place in the hands of every teacher in the 
state the Journal of Education^ and by every possible effort make the 
present system what it was designed and will be if rightly managed, we 
shall all have occasion to rejoice at the grand results emanating therefrom. 

G. F. WITTER, 
County Superintendent 

• [Note. — No Special Reports were made by the Superintendents of Adams, Ash- 
land, Calomet, Chippewa, 2nd district of Dane, 1st district of Dodge, 2nd district of 
Dodge, Douglas, Green, Green Lake, Jackson, LaCrosse, LaFayette, LaPointe Mara- 
thon, 2nd district of Milwaukee, Oconto Outagamie, Racine, Richland, 1st district 
of Rook, Sauk, Shawano, Waukesha, Waushara and Winnebago.] 
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REPORTS OF CITY SUPERINTENDENTS. • 

[About the first of NoTember, a circular was addressed to City Superintendentft 
requesting tkem to furnish reports in regard to the organization, history, progresi 
and condition of the schools under their charge, in response to which, the following 
have been received :] 



CITY OF APPLETON. 

Yours of the 6th inst. is received, and herewith I transmit, so far as I 
am able, the report you request me to furnifaih. 

During the year ending Aug. 31st, 1865, no school house has been 
bnilt, but more or less repairs have been made, so that we now have 
buildings comfortable for school purposes. 

We have but one properly graded school, two others have each two de- 
partments, and one other ono department. Graded schools might, with 
profit, be established in three districts, and it is hoped, will be at no dist- 
ant day. 

During the year there were employed, without change, eight teachers, 
one male and seven females, five of whom had previously taught in the 
same schools, and are 4)rofessional teachers, 

For reasons, which will appear below, I am unable to give a definite 
report of the number of registered names, average attendance, etc., but 
in my estimate shall place the registered number in attendance at 550, 
with an average punctual attendance of between 70 and 80 per cent, vary- 
ing in different localities, and with the season of the year. 

Hitherto much interest has been manifested in the welfare of our pub- 
lic schools, and no pains have been spared to make them attractive and 
efficient I but there has been a lack of system, and hence a failure to at- 
tain to a high standard of school. 

When I was appointed to the office of Superintendent, I at once set 
^bout sjTstematizing our schools, and, with tne aid of a few friends of 
education, have succeeded in obtaining a legislative enactment instituting 
a school system for the city, which, though manifestly imperfect, proves 
to be efficient in securing a better attendance upon school duties by both 
teachers and scholars ; in reducing to a uniform calendar the terms and 
vacations for all the schools ; in adopting uniform text books throughout 
the city, and in insuring a system of reports that will hereafter obviate 
thenecessity of guess-work in making out annual school reports.' 

'*'^~ J. F. FULLER, 

Superintendent of Public SchooU, 
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CITY OF FOND DU LAC. 

Three new buildings for tlie primary grade, accommodating seventy 
pupils each, are now near completion, at an avbrage cost of about $900. 
The building erected for the High School and the Grammar Department 
has been occupied since last January. It is fine and commodious— coating 
about $18,000. Our schools are all, with the exception of one in the sub- 
urbs, thoroughly graded, as follows : 

First Primary Department with a course of two years. 

Second Primary Department with a course of one year. 

Third Primary Department with a course of two years. 

Intermediate Department with a course of two years.] 

Grammar Department, with a course of two years. 

High School, with a course of four years. 

All pupils in the same year are included in the same class, and pursue 
the same studies at the same time. The first grade is taught in nine dif- 
ferent schools ; the second in seven, the third in four, the fourth in three, 
the fifth in one and the sixth in one. 

In the high school there has been 171 different pupils enrolled daring 
the year. In the grammar department 193, in the intermediate 495, in 
the primary departments 2,179. In the high school the rate per cent, of 
attendance is 97.7, grammar department 95.3, intermediate department 
90.3, primary department 88.4. Total average 92,9. 

The following table explains itself: 

No. 



of Teachers. 

I 


Av. age. 
20 


Av. years ex. 
6 


Salary 
$1 250 


2 


26.5 


4 


400 


1 


22 




350 


1 


24 


10 


a^.** 


3 ,.., 


27.8 


7 


300 


8 , 


24.6 


6.3 


375 


15 


21.8 


8.2 


250 


8 


17.6 


26 


226 



Thirteen of the teachers are recently engaged. 

The schools are well attended, and the teachers earnest and faithful 
Our practice of informing the parents of the pupils' standing, by mouthlj 
reports, is the most efficient means employed in disciplining and stimula- 
ting the pupils. Enclosed you will find a blank form of our monthly re- 
ports. Our schools suffer [greatly in consequence of the frequent change 
of teachers. The salaries paid, in most cases, are not enough to secure 
and retain teachers of any experience. None but young teachers will ac- 
cept the positions, and they only until they have secured a degree of ex- 
perience, and a knowledge of our methods of instruction, when they can 
obtain higher wages elsewhere. As soon as a teacher becemefi acquaiited 
with her duties and with our system, and if efficient, she is allowed to 
leave, and her school has not only to be inflicted with a change, whicli 
with teachers of equal experience is always injurious, but must again en- 
dure the perplexities and failures incident to the growing experience of 
another noTioe. 
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Though a great majority of our citizens give the schools their cordial 
support, in voting appropriations, and in matters of goyernment, but very 
few yisit them. Probably not five out of a hundred of those parents, who 
have children in the public schools have, save occasionally at the close of 
a term, yisiied them in the school room. 

*0. C. STEENBERG, 
Acting City Superintendent, 

The following is the form of monthly report used in this city : 
MOJJHLY REPORT 



Of.. 



.Term, 186 
..Class. 



.Teacher. 



STUDIES. 


Rank 

Ist Month. 


Rank 
2d Month. 


Rank 
3d Month. 


Rank 
4th Month. 


Rank 
For Term.. 


























N 












ReadiDfir^ Spellinflr, etc 












Rhetorical Exercises, 












Rank in ScholarahiT) 












Rank in Deportment... »... 












RftTik in Attendance. ...... 












Totfiil Rank 

























SIGNATURE OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN. 

let Month, •«•• 

2d Month, 

3d Month, 

4th Month, 

N. B.— To Pa»bnt or.Guabdian : You are respectfully urged to yiflit your childrea 
or wards in their schools during the present month. 

^ .^MM ..M<..Prinoipal. 
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EXPLANATIONS AND REMARKS. 

Scholar thip, Attendance and Deportment are graded from 100 to 0. 

In Bcholarship, the number 100 is oonsidered perfect; 90, excellent; 80, good; 70^ 
reepeciable; 60, poor; 60, very poor; 40, in Text Book Ayerage, below tlie standard 
required. • 

The Rank in Seholarthip is obtained from the average of the daily reoitations. 

The Mank in Attendance is found bj deducting fh>m 100, 8 for eaoh tardiness, or 

HUsmissal, and 6 for each half daj's absence not excused by reason of the sicknett of 

the scholar, or sickneet in the family of which the scholar is a member. Four half 

•days absence in one term, not so excused, vacates the seat of the absentee, who can 

e restored only by the Board of Education. 

All Abeeneeaf whether caused by sickness or otherwise, must be satisfactorily 
-excused, or they will be followed by demerite; and all excuses or requests for dis- 
mission from school, must be in writing, signed by the Parent or Guardian. 

The Bank in Deportment is found by deducting from 100, 1 for the first demerit 
receiTed during Uie month, 2 for the second, 8 for the third, etc. Thirty danerits 
oreoeiTed during one term, yacates the seat of the offender. 

Rhetorical Exercitea are required from all members of the School. Failure in per- 
forming the exercises punctual^, at the time appointed, deducts 60 from the credit 
otherwise receiyed, and an entire failure, unexcused, subjects the offender to 10 
-demerits. 

The average of the Banks in Scholarship, Attendance and Deportment, indicates 
the 8cholar*s Rank in School, 

Prinoiral. 



CITY OF GREEN BAY. 

In the city of Green Bay we have one High School, one Intermediate and 
two Primary Schools. We employ one male teacher at an annual salary 
'Of $1,100, and five female teachers at salaries ranging from $300 to $450 
per annum. 

There are 1,106 children over four and nnder twenty years of age in 
the city. Of this number only 217 have regularly attended the Public 
Schools, leaving 889 unaccounted for. In my efforts to ascertain the 
Tfhereabouts of this large number of ehildren^ who are entitled to, b^t 
are not receiving the benefit of our Public Schools, I visited the several 
^private schools in the city, and obtained the following information : 

During the past year there have been in attendance at the 

Catholic Schools, 200 

£i)i8C0pal Parish, 75 

Lutheran, 60 

Moravian, 15 

All others, 30 

Total, 880 

' Add to this number, 217 attending the Public Schools, and we have a 
total of 597 children in all the schools, leaving 509 " out in the wet.'* 
The above is, I believe, a fair and truthful exhibit of the condition of the 
schools in this city. The causes that have led to this condition, and the 
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remedies to be applied, are matters under consideration at the preseit 
time. It is bat just to state here, that we hare not been wanting in com- 
petent and experienced teachers. The fault lies with the people. They 
lack the unity of feeling and effort so essential to the growth and pros- 
perity of our public schools. 

E. HIOKS, 
Cbttwfy SHperintendmt. 



CITY OF JANE8VILLE. 

I have the honor most respectfully to transmit to you this report, ia 
accordance with your request of Nov. 6, 1865. 

Our school buildings remain the same, and our schools are conducted 
in the same manner as they have been for several years past. For want 
of funds, we are obliged to employ female teachers in all the schools ex** 
cept the liigh school, where we have one male teacher. We have an ex^ 
eellent class of teachers, and I regret to say, better than we deserve, for 
the salary we are able to pay them. We hope, after war debts and 
other liabilities of our city are paid, that our charter will be so amended 
that we can raise more than $6,500 for school purposes by city tax, and 
then increase the wages of our teachers. 

I herewith send you our course of study. If there are any other items 
of information in regard to our schools, teachers or school system, not 
herein found, which you may desire, please demand them, and I will 
cheerfully forward them to you. 

The following is the course of studies pursued in the public schools in 
Janesville, Wis., revised September 1, 1865, by Prof. C. A. flutchins, 
principal of Janesville high school, and Amos S. Jones, clerk of board of 
education : 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

First Year. 

First Term — Wilson's Charts, Spelling, Primer, Object Lessons, Phys- 
ical Exercises, Drawing and Printing on Slates. 

Second Term — First Reader, Spelling Charts, Object Lessons, Physical 
Exercises, Printing and Drawing on Slates. 

Tnird Term — First Reader, Spelling Charts, Object Lessons, Physical 
Exercises, Printing and Drawing on Slatos, 

Second Year, 

First Term — Second Reader, Mental Arithmetic, Primary Geography, 
l^Iap Drawing, Spelling, Object Lessons, Physical Exercises. 

Second Term — Second Reader, Mental Arithmetic, Primary Geography, 
Map Drawing, Spelling, Object Lessons, Physical Exercises. 
Ss'^rr. 
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I%%rd Term — Sepond Reader, Mental Arithmetic, Primary Geograpli j, 
Map Drawing, Speuing, Object Lessons, Physical Exercises. 

INTERMEDIATE DEPABTMENT. 

First Year. 

First Term — Third Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Intermediate Geo^ 

graphy, Mental Arithmetic, Map Drawing, Spelling Oral and Written, 

Writing. 

Second Term — Third Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Intermediate Ge- 

aphy, Mental Arithmetic, Map Drawing, Spelling Oral and Written, 

riting. 

Third Term — Third Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Intermediate Ge- 
aphy. Mental Arithmetic, Map Drawing, Spelling Oral and Written, 
riting. 

Second Year, 

First Term — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Intermediate, Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling Written and Oral, Com- 
position and Declamation, 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL NO. 2, 
First Tear. 

First Term — Fourth Reader, Practical A rithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com> 
position and Declamation. 

Second Term — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com- 
position and Declamation. 

2%ird Term — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com- 
position and Declamation. 

Second Year. 

First Ttrm — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com- 
position and Declamation. 

Second Term — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com- 
position and Declamation. 

Third Term — Fourth Reader, Practical Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Geography, Map Drawing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Com- 
position and Declamation. 
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* 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL, NO. 1. * 

First Year, 

First Term — National Arithmetic, Higher Reader, Mental Arithmetic, 
Grramnjar, Writing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Composi- 
tions and Declamations. 

Second Term, — National Reader, Higher Arithmetic, Mental Arithme- 
tic, Grammar, Writing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Composi- 
tions and Declamations. 

Ihird Term, — National Reader, Higher Arithmetic, Mental Arithme- 
tic, Grammar, Writing, Spelling and Defining Oral and Written, Compo- 
sitions and Declamations. 

Second Year, 

First Term, — National Reader, Higher Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Grammar, Science of Common Things, Spelling and Defining, Composi- 
tions and Declamations. 

Second Term. — National Reader, Higher Arithmetic, Mental Arithme- 
tic, Grammar, Science of Common Things, Spelling and Defining, Com- 
positions and Declamations. 

Third Term, — ^National Reader, Higher Arithmetic, Mental Arithmetic, 
Grammar, Science of Common Things, Spelling and Defining, Composi- 
tions and Declamations. 



HIGH SCHOOLS 



Fi, It v\xr. 

First Term. — Algebra, United States History, Rhetoric. 
Second Term. — Algebra, United States History, Rhetoric. 
Ihird Term. — Algebra, Physiology, Botany. 

Second Year. 

First Term. — Algebra, Physiology, ixeometry. 

Second Term. — Geometry, Physical Geography, Constitution. 

Ihird Term. — Geometry, Physical Geography, Constitution. 



Third Year. 

First Term. — Latin, German or French, Philosophy, Logic. 
Second lerm, — Latin, German or French, Philosophy, Logic. 
Third Term —Latin, German or French, Philosophy, Chemistry. 
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Fourth lear' 



Fir$t rerm.— Latin, Chemistry, Mental Philosophy. 
Second Term. — Latin, Moral Philosophy, Mental Philosophy. 
Third ferw.— Latin, Moral Philosophy, Astronomy. 
Students will be required to finish the course of study in each Departs 
ment before advancing to one higher. 

AMOS S. JONES, 

Qerk Board of Educaatum, 



CITY OF KENOSHA. 

In compliance with your circular, I send you a brief summary of 
school matters. 

The different departments of the public schools in this city are not di- 
Tided by ward lines, but are all essentially one school. Besides the 
High School Department, there are two Grammar^ three Intermediate, 
five Primary, and one Sub-^Primary. The last named is largely 
composed of children learning the alphabet. 

The Principal of the High School receives a salary of $1,200 per year, 
of forty weeks. There are two female assistants in the High School ; 
one has a salary of $500, and one of $450 per year. The Principal of 
Grammar School No, 1 has a salary of $450, and Grammar School No. 
2 $550 per year. For the accommodation of the various departments 
there are three school edifices, which are finished with most of the essen'< 
tial modern improvements. The High School Room, besides its general 
conveniences, is adorned with nearly forty ornaments, such as pictures, 
busts and statues. It has also a good organ. 

Kenosha Public School claims to be the first free school establish- 
ed in the State. Whether this claim is well founded or not, it is no 
vain boasting to say, that Kenosha High School, since its establishment, 
has at different periods been under the management of teachers who have 
a wide reputation in their profession. The l^nor of the school, however, 
has not always been even ; in this respcoi its history is not unlike most 
other schools of like grade in the State ; it has had its years of prosperi- 
ty and its years of depression. The school year preceding June 30th, 
1865, was not a successful one. The war had greatly depleted the ranks 
of the larger scholars, by enlistments in the Union army ; consequently 
the number pursuing the higher branches of study was considerably be- 
low that in former years. At the close of the school year there were 
only six graduates from the High School. Whether the standard of at- 
tainment required of graduates during the first two years has been as 
high as it should have been is perhaps questionable. The,Board of Edu- 
cation of this city has recently revised the course of studies to be pur- 
sued in the High School, with the view of raising the standard, so as to 
make it compare favorably with the best organized schools of the kind in 
the West. On this point I desire to offer a suggestion. 
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The name graduate in these days, expresses bat a vague idea of schol- 
arly attainment. We hear of classes graduating in every part of Uie 
State, not only in Public High Schools, but in Academies and Seminar* 
lies ; but how much was required of them, to achieve this supposed dis- 
tinction^ isquite indefinite. Is there no cause for apprehension that this 
business of graduating is too loosely conducted, and is there not need of 
a remedy ? Legislative enactments perhaps cannot well interfere in the 
matter, but can there not be some uniform standard adopted, which shall 
be attained by those who aspire to the distinction of graduates? Per- 
haps it might be well for the State Superintendent to prescribe a course 
of study to be pursued by graduating classes in Public Schools, the ex- 
aminations to be conducted by himself, or such competent persons as he 
might designate ? If any school should refuse or neglect to adopt the 
standard recommended by the State Superintendent, then the diploma 
awarded in such case to a graduate would be regarded as a mere local affair. 
The distinction between such local graduate and a graduate under gene- 
ral or State regulation would be likely to so bear upon public sentiment 
as to discourage, if not bring into entire disrepute, the practice of grad- 
uating classes outside of the prescribed standard. It may be the alleged 
evil of which I speak lies in some other direction than I have suggested. 
Be that as it may, the course of things indicates that unless some plan 
can be devised to correct the lowering of educational standards, the name 
gradiiate will soon be without definite meaning, and will come to be regard- 
ed as of little consequence. 

I have the satisfaction to report that the present term of our Public 
School, commencing September 11th, 1865, exhibits encouraging aspects. 
The different departments are better attended than for some years past, 
and the teachers generally evince earnestness and efficiency. 

M. FRANK, 

Oity Superintendent. 



CITY OF MADISON. 

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing report of the Public Schools of the eity of Madison. 

The enclosed statistical table has been compiled from teachers' weekly 
reports, and considerable pains have been taken to make it correct. 

jProm the last school census it appears that there are upwards of 3,000 
ohildren of school age in this city. Only about two-fifuis of this num« 
ber have attended the public schools cmy time during the year, and 
the average memherAip has been only one-half the << whole number en- 
rolled," or one-fifth the whole number of children of school age. The 
average attendance has been but little more than one-sixth of thig 
number. 



s 

H 



1 

02 



OQ 



g 



I 

SB 







»o c 






oo 






















II 


'don«paa)>Y 






CO to U3 

5g§ 


o2 

coo 


8i«p -ou eioqii 


o -^iT oT t>r t^ oT eo «o o <N c4 

1^ 1^ 1^ 1-^ i-i 






•diqs 






iO»OrH 




s 


- jaquidm a3«ja^Y 






»0 t^ CO CO t^ CO 




CO to t> 
COCOCO 




o 


•B?I8IA 

JO jaqranu i«»oji 


00 1^ r^ 


CO 00 




csicoeo 

lOC^CO 




r- to rH 

co^co 


1-1 1>- 


'ooizasqy 


CO t* O t* •-• 1-1 O 


OkOkO 




00005 
O to CO 
r-ICOOO 




X«p Ji«q x«?ox 


r^ i-TcT rH' r-ri-Tf-ri-r 


CO-^-^ C0»0 
i-H i-l 


•ssauipj^j; x«?ox 


osr*5000ioocooooco»c 




t>-<M05 

8SS 


II 






00 






eo-,H-- ^-«r_J| 


'donvpna) 
-^« JO '^nao ja^ 


(?i CO 00 (N N N 


O(M00 




eo 


<Ni-l 


c^ ^ o> flo Oi ^ Oi Oi o> CO ob 




§§§ 


S3 




"^ lO CO OO fO Oi iO "^ 




Or-ICO 


COCO 


'Odxnpna^ 
-^9 iC|i«p eS«jaA.y 


»0 U3 t<- 1-1 t<- CO fH 

»o i> -^ 09 ao "* t- 


CO 


CO coo 
CO CO 00 




Od T-l r-i 
UDCOCO 


tOiO 


*3[aaii 3ni 
-jnp UMwpqiiii 


SSSSSSISS 


O C<1 »o 
t>-cqco 




g^i 


Is 


'looqog 
JO gjaqniani iio^ 


^ssss^^ssssss 




f-«Oi t- 

2SS 


COCO 


en- 
inoe 
864. 


•I«loj; 






rH94 Oa 


C4 09 


Whole No. 
roUed 8 
Bept.1,1 








^1-! 


w^^ 


•8I«0 


§sg§g!;g§sss§ 




UaCOrH 




•s^og 


SSoSS^^SBS^S^ 




cooaoo 

CO QOd 

•^ »o t* 


ooo 

g?J 


•s^ooAl 


§§§§§§§§§§§ 




CO©l<N 
tH rl fH 


5JS 


tt 






















OQ 








• 1 3 


k 


* 


1 


1 

1 


r1 

t; 






11 
I 

it:) h- 
5" 




1 

1 

4 


:1 

( 
I 


ft 

if 


1 

i 

1 
i 

i 








Total of all Sc 

ending July 1, 18 
•nding June 8<^ 1 






1 


t 

1 
< 

< 




c 

1 






& 
^ 
i 


i 

! 


1 

1 


'5 










1 



O 

«> 

J 



g . 

0*2 

-I 

•IS. 

o » 



II 

.a: 

if 

§^ 



^- 



5 

,4 



119 

By a rale of thd Board of Bdaoation no child whose age is less tkaa 
five years is admitted to the primary public schools. From the enelosed 
tables it appears that there are 534 pupils enrolled in the primary sohools 
and their average membership has been 257. These are all half day pu- 
pils, that is, they are divided into two classes, one of which attends school 
in the forenoon' and the other only in the afternoon, thus making the 
same teacher and the same school room accommodate double the number 
of pupils. 

Small as the numbrs of pupils in our schools may appear, it nearly 
equals the capacity of our school buildings. This is shown from the fact 
that during the mmmer term 72 applicants for admission to the schools 
were rejected for want of room and not received any time during the term. 
Others were received after waiting till seats were vacated, and others 
wanting seats did not apply, knowing there was no room. Becord of this 
matter was not kept during the fall and winter terms. 

Perhaps a less full statement would have shown sufficiently the great 
obstacle to progress in the public schools of this place. By these statis- 
tics, however, the extent of our deficiency in school accommodations will 
be seen. Many years have passed since any enlargement has been made 
in our school buildings, and the growth of the city has been in quarters 
which renders even sonle of the room we have not available. 

For some years the Board have been contemplating the erection of a 
new school building, but their funds have not accumulated sufficiently to 
warrant the prosecution of their plan. 

Those departments of our schools which are not overcrowded are doing 
their work efficiently. The gradation is well enough, and we have a ma- 
jority of able and faithful teachers. There are 13 in employ of the 
Board, and of these only one is a man. This is the Principal of the 
High School, who performs also the office of Superintendent of Oiiy 
Schools. He receives for these duties a salary of $1000 per annum, ana 
the salaries of the other teachers range from $370 to $450. 

The teachers' meeting held every week is of much assistance to the Su- 
perintendent in the discharge of his duties. 

What is needed to promote the welfare of the public schools of this 
city is 1st, a liberal expenditure for more school buildings, next a Board 
of Education who shall be enlightened as to the wants of schools and 
zealous in supplying them. Our schools are now censured indiscrimL*' 
nately by those who know not whether they are good or bad. I do not 
specify good teachers as a necessity because when the Board perform their 
duty we shall have good teachers. 

J, T. LOVBWBLL, 

Oitif Superintendent. 
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CITY OF MILWAUKEE. 

In replj to jour oironlar of the 6th inat., I sabmit the folffiwiDg ab- 
•traot from the yearly report of ward school commissioners. 

There are nine waid sohools, containing three departments each, and 
seyen branch schools. The number enrolled during the past year was 
OTerseyen thousand. The amount expended was $45,859 66. This 
amount divided by the average number belonging, gives $11 66 as the 
eost of tuition per scholar. Divided by the number enrolled gives about 
17 00. The valuation of school houses, lots, furniture, &c., is about 
1167,000 00, The attendance is much better than formerly. In July 
last the Board adopted the rule that for six half days* absence in any four 
eonsecutive weeks, (sickness only excepted,) the pupil should be suspended. 
The enforcing of this rule has had a wonderful effect upon the attendance 
average ; also upon the punctual average, since two tardy marks count 
the same as a half day's absence. During the first two months there were 
ihirty-six cases of suspension under the rule. The present month up to 
date (18th) has produced but six. 

During the past year 1B2 teachers were examined. Teachers' certifi- 
cates are graded as A 1, A 2 ; B I, B 2. Applicants for B certificates 
are examined upon orthography, geography, grammar, history, practical 
and mental arithmetic. If the papers offered average between 70 and 80 

Ser cent., the certificate is B 2. If over 80 per cent, B 1. B 1 quali- 
es the holder for principal of primary or intermediate departments. 
Applicants for A certificates, in addition to the above are examined upon 
physical geography, philosophy, physiology, algebra and geometry. But 
no one can obtain an A certificate unless the marking of the B papers will 
will give a B 1 certificate. A 1 qualifies the holder for principal of a gram- 
mar department. A 2, assistant in same. If every paper offered by a 
teacher will mark over 80^ per cent., the certificate can be renewed. About 
half of the certificates*issued were renewable. 

F. C. POMEROY, 

City Superintendent. 



CITY OF MINERAL POINT. 

Several days ago a printed circular was handed to me firom you, re- 
questing me to furnish a report concerning the Public Schools of this 
tiiji The public authorities are so effectually debarred from raising suf- 
ficient means to keep our schools going, that very little can be done to- 
wards establishing an efficient system of public school instruction here. The 
public schools were kept open for four months, commencing the begin- 
nin^ of May ; but even that was longer than the means on hand justified. 
This mode of operating makes it very hard to get up any very flattering 
report. Not having any blank forms at hand, I have written down the 
leading facts connected with our public schools. 
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JUpori ^ the Public SchooU qf the Ciiy 0/ Mineral Point for the year 1865. 

No. of Male Children residing in the City oyer d and under 20 years of age, d58 

No. of Female do 419 

Total number, 877 

No. of Children oyer dand under 20 years of age who attended school, 411 

No. of days school has been taught during the year, 80 

No. of Departments in the school— three Primary, three Intermediate, and the 

High, School, 7 

No. of Teaehers employed — 2 male and 7 female, 9 

Wages per month paid to male teachers, $50 and $80. 
Wages per month paid to female teachers, $30. 

The School Houses consist of three buildings. One large Seminary, 
divided off into five school rooms, (with recitation rooms) capable of 
holding 500 scholars, and two smaller buildings, one brick and the other 
wood, capable of holding 75 each. Value about $12,000. 

The City Council have only power to levy a tax double the amount re- 
ceived from the State School Fund, for payment of teachers' wages, con- 
tingent expenses, &c., so that the public schools can be open but a small 
portion of the year. Another effort will be made this winter to have the 
City Charter in that respect, altered so as to place it in the power of the 
Council to levy a tax sufficient to keep the public schools open. Wheth- 
er that effort will be successful remains to be seen. 

HENRY PLOWMAN, 
City Superintendent, 



CITY OF OSHKOSH. 

Our city schools are established upon the graded system ] but, from 
the lack of suitable high school buildings, and a sufficiently large corps 
of teachers, it cannot bo carried out completely. ThiS; however, we hope 
to remedy another season. No new buildings have been erected the present 
year, but another room has been secured, and a department added to the 
high nchool. As now arranged, the City System embraces a ocAtral or 
high school, and one in each of the five wards. The former has connected 
with it the grammar school, divided into two departments. 

In the high school proper, (which is under the immediate supervision of 
Mr. A. Everett, formerly of Ann Harbor High School, Mich.,) a regular 
course has been adopted, to follow a thorough preparation in the ordi- 
nary English branches, extending over three years, and embracing the 
usual studies in language and literature pursued in academies. Rigid ex- 
aminations are required and enforced for admission and promotion. The 
school has attained as fair a degree of success as, from the many disad** 
vantages with which we are compelled to contend, could be reasonably 
expected. Below I give the standing of the past term : 

Ayerage attendance, < 96.2 

<^ scholarship, J^ 88. 

'< deportment, 96. 
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The wardscbools are, with one exception, divided into two departments, 
primary and intermediate, and are doing as well as overfilled benches and 
an inadequate number of teachers will permit. 

On the part of the patrons an increasing, though yet insufficient interest 
seems to be exhibited in visiting the schools, an interest which I trust 
will manifest itself in " good works" by the erection of suitable buildings 
and supplying them with the necessary appurtenances. The following is 
the course of study : 



u 
>» 



u 

s 



-3 



( iBt term, 
i 2d term, 
(8d term, 



Prac. Arith., 
Prac. Ariih., 
Ele. Algebra, 



rlst term, 

2d term, 

[Sd term, 



r Ipt term, 
J 2d term, 
(8d term, 



f Ist term, 
i 2d term, 
(.8d term, 



English Course. 



Gram. oon. 
Gram. oon.j... 
Gram. fin.,. 



Ele.Alg.Com. 
Uni.Alg.Com. 
UnLAlg. Con. 



Geometry, . 
Geometry, . 
Botany, 



Men. Phil.,... 
Men. Phil.,... 
Moral Phil,... 



Higher Arith, 
Higher Arith, 
Higher Arith, 



Eng.Analy.,.. 
Eng.Analy., 
Rhetoric, 



Eng. Liter.,... 
Eng. Liter.,... 
Astronomj,... 



U. S. History. 
U. S. History. 
Eng. Com.,... 



Nat. PhU.,.. 
Nat. Phil.,.. 
Phys. Geo.,. 



Gen. History, 
Gen. History, 
Gen. History, 



Chemistry,.. 
Chemistry,.., 
Physiology,.. 



Classical Course prepara- 
tory for College. 



Latin Com... 
Latin Oon. ... 
Latin Con.. .. 



a Latin Hid.,, 
a Latin Hid.,, 
d Latin Mid,. 



c Latin Comp., 
c Latin Comp., 
e Latin Comp, 






frGreelt Com. 
6 Greek Con. 
6 Greek Con. 



iGreekComp. 
c^GreekCoxnp. 
i^GreekComp. 



a Caesar & Cicero, b Greek Gram, ft Pzlm. Comp. e Virgilr & Lat. Prim. Comp. 
c? Anabasis & Greek Prin. Comp. 

K. M, HUTCHINSON, 

Citif Superintendent. 

[Note. — ^It is to be regretted that no reports hare been reoeiTed from the Qiiy 
Superintendents of Beloit, La Crosse, Portage, Baoine, Sheboygan, WatertowB, a&d 
other places, where good graded schools are established.] 
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TABLE NO. 1. 



APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOR 1865. 



Counties and Towns 


No. of 

Children. 


Apportion- 
ment. 


Adams — 

Adams ...•• ••••••... 


169 

81 
242 
106 
185 
161 

36 
180 
295 
140 

81 
109 

57 
145 

86 
308 
175 

67 


$78 14 


Big Flats • 


14 26 


Dell Prairie .".. 


111 82 


Easton 


48 76 


Jackson 


85 10 


T^incoln .........t. ••»••«....•.••....•...,.. ■...,. ••••■••...... 


74 06 


Leola... •••...•.••. 


16 56 


Monroe 


82 80 


New Haven , , ,,,, 


135 70 


New Chester 


64 40 


Newark Valley 


14 26 


Preston • 


50 14 


QlliTYCy*.T..*f*T«tt.t.t*.r.rrrrtTr.t..,tt«t.lll«t*.......r......tt.tT.T.. 


26 22 


Riohfield ,,.. 


66 70 


Rome... .•....«.••..*..... •••••I... ............. ...... 


16 66 


Strong's Prairie , 


189 88 


SpringTille .*. , , , 


80 50 


White Creek 


80 82 






Total 


2,458 


$1,180 68 


ASHLASD , 

Bayport 


185 
94 


$85 10 
48 24 


La Pointe 






Total 


279 


$128 34 




Beown — 

Bellevue 


262 
188 
224 

94 
181 
250 
1,148 
877 
801 
894 
280 
862 
283 
212 

54 
281 


$120 62 
61 18 


Depere....! 


Denere Yillaffe..... 


108 04 


Eaton.... 


48 24 


Gl'lenmore....a...«.tt.. • ••••... •••.•*•*«*•••••.•■• 


60 26 


Oreen Bay..... •....••• • «•.... ....• 


115 00 


Green Bav Citv 


626 78 


Ft. Howard • 


173 42 


Howard ...••.... • 


188 46 


Holland ,„. 


181 24 


Humboldt .,....• 


106 80 


Lawrence • ....••.... 


166 62 


Morrison , 


107 18 


New ])enmark.Mt* 


97 


PlttSfield....... !••......... ...... ...a a... ■■....■••>.■. a. a ■■■■•• ■••....•• 


24 84 


Preble 


106 26 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOBiE FOR 1865— Continued. 



Counties and Towns. 



Bbowv — continued. 

Bockland, 

Scott,. 

Suamico, 

TTrightstown, 

Total 

Buffalo — 

Alma 

Belvidere 

Buffalo 

Buffalo City, 

Cross, 

Eagle Mills, 

Gilmanton, , 

Glencoe, , 

MaxTille, 

Modena, 

Naples, 

Nelson, 

Waumandee, , 

Total, 

Calukbt— 

Brothertown, , 

Brillion, 

CMlton, 

Charlestown, 

Harrison, 

New Holstein, 

Bantuul, 

Stookbridge, 

I Woodyille, 

Total 

Clakk — 

Leyis, 

I-yna, 

Pine Valley, 

Weston, 

Total,... 

Chippkwa— 

Anson, 

Bloomer^s Prairie, 
Chippewa Falls,... 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


215 


$98 90 


644 


297 62 


182 


60 72 


244 


112 24 


5,869 


$2,699 74 


;i46 


$67 16 


121 


55 66 


211 


97 06 


68 


31 28 


174 


80 04 


106 


48 30 


102 


46 92 


82 


37 72 


208 


96 68 


65 


29 90 


209 


96 14 


69 


31 74 


267 


122 82 


1,827 


$840 42 


531 


244 26 


85 


39 10 


456 


209 76 


899 


188 64 


382 


175 72 


618 


288 28 


154 


70 84 


421 


193 66 


202 


92 92 


8,148 


$1,448 08 


49 


$22 54 


68 


28 98 


138 


61 18 


98 


45 08 


348 


$157 78 


80 


■ $18 80 


159 


78 14 


240 


110 40 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOR 1866.— contiaued. 



Counties and Towns. 



i 

Ghippbwa — ooncluded. 

Eagle Point, 

La Fayette, — ... 

Sigel, 

Wheaton, 

Total, 

Columbia — 

Arlington, 

Caledonia 

Courtland, 

Columbus, 

Dekorra, 

Fort Winnebago, 

Fountain Prairie, 

Hampden, 

Leeds, 

LowTille, 

Lodi, 

Lewiston, 

Marcellon, 

Newport, 

Otsego 

Paoifio, 

Portage, 

Randolph, 

Scott, 

Springyale,. 

West Point, 

Wyocena, 

Total, 

Crawford — 

Clayton, 

Eastman, 

Freeman, 

Haney, 

LynxTille, 

Marietta, „.,.. 

Prairie du Chien, 

Seneoa, 

Soott, 

Union, 

Utioa, 

Wauzeka, 

Total, , 



No. of 


ApportioA* 


Children. 


ment. 


266 


$121 90 


179 


82 84 


60 


27 60 


98 


42 78 


1,026 


$471 96 


819 


$146 74 


411 


189 06 


6d5 


260 70 


839 


885 94 


616 


286 90 


296 


186 16 


608 


288 68 


386 


177 66 


438 


201 48 


848 


167 78 


578 


263 68 


898 


188 08 


854 


162 84 


560 


267 60 


518 


236 98 


86 


39 66 


1,208 


566 68 


865 


188 60 


821 


147 66 


882 


175 72 


816 


146 36 


526 


241 96 


10,202 


$4, 718 62 


467 


$214 82 


882 


175 72 


862 


161 91 


144 


66 24 


99 


45 54 


121 


55 66 


1,227 


564 42 


805 


140 80 


272 


125 12 


117 


63 82 


845 


158 70 


283 


107 18 


4,064 


$1,869 44 
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APPORTIONMENT OP SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOR 1865.— continued. 



CountieB and Towni. 



Dawb — 

Albion 

Berry, 

Blaok Earth, 

Blooming Grore,.. 

Bine Mounds, 

Bristol, ...•••• 

Burke, > 

ChrlBtiana, 

Cottage GroTe,..., 

GroBS Plains, 

Dane, 

Beerfield, 

I>ankirk, 

Dunn, , 

Fitohbnrg,... , 

Madison, 

Madison City, 

Mazomanie, 

Medina, 

Midleton, 

Montrose,.... , 

Oregon, 

'ewj, 

Primrose,....^..... 
Pleasant Spnng,.. 

BozbniT) •••.. 

Rntlana, 

Springdale, 

Springfield, 

Son ]^airie, 

Vienna....... 

Verona, 

Vermont, 

Westport, 

Windsor, 

York, 

Total, 



Dodge— 

Ashippun, 

Burnett, 

Beayer Dam, 

Beayer Dam City, . 

Clyman,.. 

Cfl^mus, 

Chester, 

Elba, 

Emmett,,... 

Fox Lake, 

Hustisford, 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


dlO 


188 60 


458 


210 68 


803 


139 SS 


865 


167 90 


868 


166 98 


498 


229 08 


891 


179 86 


626 


287 96 


617 


283 82 


479 


220 34 


421 


193 66 


401 


184 46 


714 


328 44 


477 


219 42 


524 


241 04 


268 


120 98 


2,797 


1,286 62 


506 


237 36 


462 


212 52 


575 


264 50 


404 


185 84 


577 


265 42 


889 


178 94 


414 


190 44 


469 


215 74 


448 


208 78 


421 


193 66 


425 


195 50 


567 


260 82 


490 


225 40 


876 


172 96 


477 


219 42 


448 


203 78 


478 


219 88 


411 


189 06 


408 


187 68 


18,852 


18,671 92 


787 


$362 62 


421 


193 66 


587 


247 02 


1,091 


501 86 


680 


312 80 


469 


215 74 


870 


170 20 


684 


291 64 


600 


276 00 


763 


350 98 


621 


285 66 
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APPORTIONMENT OP SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOR 1865.— continued. 



Counties and Towns. 



DoPGS— concluded. 

Hubbard, 

Hermann, 

Leroy,... ••• 

Lomira, 

Lowell, 

Lebanon, 

Oak GroTe, 

Portland, 

Rubicon,.. 

Shields, 

Hiereaa, 

Trenton, 

Waupun, South Ward, 

Westford, 

WiUiamsto wn, 

Total, 



Door — 

Bailey's Harbor,... 

Brusaell, 

Clay Banks, 

Chambers' Island,. 

Egg Harbor, 

PorestTillc, 

Gardner, 

QibralUr, 

Liberty Grove, ...• 

Naeewaupee, 

Sebastopol, 

Sturgeon Bay, 

Washington, 



Total, . 



Douglas — 
Superior, . 



No. of 
Children. 



,186 
822 
548 
682 
889 
667 
701 
538 
771 
574 
923 
667 
218 
518 
769 



17,885 



38 
184 



61 
56 
65 
89 



101 

87 

117 

98 



876 



DuNjr — 

Dunn 

Eau Galla,.., 
Menomonie, 

Peru, 

Bed Cedar,., 



178 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$622 10 
378 12 
252 08 
813 72 
408 94 
806 82 
822 46 
247 4& 
354 66 
264 04 
424 58 
806 81 

97 9a 

285 98 
853 74 



$7,997 10 



$17 48 
61 64 
18 80 



28 06 
25 76 

29 90 
40 94 



46 46. 
40 02 
58 82 
45 08. 



$402 96 



$81 88 



178 


$81 88 


221 


$101 66 


200 


92 00 


272 


125 12 


46 


21 16 


267 


118 22 



128 



APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOB 1866.— ooatiaaed. 



Cooniies and Towni. 



DrHH— K^oncluded. 
Roek Creek,.... 
Spring Brook,. 



Total,. 



Eau Claulk— 

Bridge Creek, 

Brunswiok, 

Eau Claire, 

Linooln, 

North Eau Claire,. 

Oak OroTe, 

Pleasant Yallej,.... 
West Eau Claire,.. 



Total, . 



Fond du Lac — 

Alto, 

Aahford, 

Anbnrn, 

Bjron, 

Calamet, 

Empire, 

Eldorado, 

Eden, 

Fond da Lac, , 

Fond du Lac City, 

Friendship, 

Forest, 

Lamartine,.. , 

Metomen 

Marshfield, 

Oakfield, 

Osceola, 

Bipon, 

Bosendale, 

Bipon City, 

Springrale, 

Taycheedah 

Waupun, 

Waupun Village, North Ward,. 



No. of 
Children. 



Total, . 



<3eam— 

Beetown, .... 
Boseobe^.... 
Blue Biyer,. 



47 
S12 



1,865 



296 
117 
368 
180 
116 
117 
76 
268 



1,472 



506 
706 
588 
607 
684 
358 
668 
569 
421 
3,048 
378 
591 
498 
520 
689 
495 
186 
379 
506 
687 
486 
691 
488 
805 



Apportioi 
ment. 



14,987 



$21 62 
148 52 



$628 80 



$186 16 
58 82 

164 68 
69 80 
68 36 
68 82 
64 60 

120 98 



$677 12 



$282 76 
824 80 
247 48 
279 22 
814 64 
164 68 
304 98 
261 74 
198 66 
1,899 78 
171 58 
271 86 
229 08 
289 20 
816 94 

227 70 
85 56 

174 84 
232 76 

816 02 

228 10 

817 86 
224 48 
140 SO 



680 
481 
147 



$6, 894 02 



$289 80 

198 26 

67 62 
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APPORTIONMENT OP SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOR 1866.— continuciL 



CoanMcB and Towns. 



Gbant — concluded. 

GassTille, 

ClifUn, 

EllenborOi 

Fennimore, 

Glen Hayen, 

Hasel Green,...., 

Harrison, 

Hickory Grove,. 

JamestowD, 

Lancaster, 

Lima, 

Little Grant, 

Liberty 

Marion, 

Millville, 

MuBcoda, 

Paris, 

Patch Grove...... 

Platteville, , 

Potosi, 

Bmelser, 

Tafton, 

Waterloo, 

'Watcrstown, 

Wingville 

Wyalusing 



Total,. 



G&XBS — 

Adams, .... 
Albany, ... 
Brooklyn,., 

Cadiz, 

GLamto,.... 
Decatur,... 
Ezet r,. 



Jordan 

Jefferson, 

Monroe, 

Mount Pleasant,. 

J7ew Glarus, 

firing Grove, 

Sylvester, 

WaehiDgton, 

York, 



No of 
Children. 



Total,. 



864 
445 
294 
627 
452 
1,098 
416 
265 
526 
840 
875 
292 
267 
219 
589 
802 
836 
824 
1,266 
1,168 
878 
899 
244 
182 
272 
271 



18,883 



296 
614 
404 
864 
651 
683 
418 
894 
663 
1,281 
605 
884 
448 
458 
861 
294 



8,211 



Apportiaa- 
ment. 



$162 84 
♦99 60 
186 24 
288 42 
207 92 
606 08 
191 86 
117 30 
241 60 
886 40 
172 60 
184 82 
122 82 
100 74 
247 94 
188 92 
164 66 
149 04 
577 76 
687 28 
171 68 
188 64 
112 24 
88 72 
126 12 
124 66 



$6,028 08 



$186 16 
282 44 
187 2S 
167 44 

299 46 
814 18 
189 08 
181 24 
804 98 
689 26 
282 80 
176 64 
206 08 
208 88 
166 06 
185 24 



18, 777 06 



* Thera was $106 10 withheld from the town of Clifton, on aocoant of ever ap- 
prepriatien last year. 

9«VFT. 
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APPORTIOIIMSNT OF SCHOOL FUND INGOMB FOB 1866— eontina^d. 



GowittM and Towu. 



No. of 
GhUdna. 



QVMMM La] 

Borfis 

Berlin City, 

Brooklyn, 

Dayton, • 

Oroon Lake,..^.... 

Kingston, < 

Kingston Village, 

Maekford, 

Ifarkesan, 

Manehester, 

Ifarqaette, 

Prinoeton, 

8t. Marie, 

Beneca, 

Total 



Iowa— 

Arena, 

Clyde, 

Dodgeville, 

HighlaDd, 

Linden,.*. 

Mifflin,... 

MOBOOW, 

Mineral Point, 

Mineral Point City,. 

PuUski, 

Bidgeway, m.... 

Waldwiok, 

Wyoming, 

Total, 



Jaoksoh— 

Albion,.. 

Alma, 

Biz ton, 

Irting, 

Melrose....... < 

Manehester, 
Nortkfield,... 
Springfield, 

Votal, 



410 
886 
894 
288 
401 
284 
184 
866 
148 
482 
180 
642 
282 
148 



4,784 



617 

260 

1,619 

1,194 

820 

612 

847 

666 

1,882 

464 

995 

260 

806 



9,041 



489 
860 
263 
246 
248 
119 
89 
166 



l,8i0 
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AFPOCTTOt^MEN C 0? 8C(<00L FUND INCOME FOR 1856— continued. 



C0''-«''C1 8\l*l ToifliS. 



JlFFXilBON — 

Axtalan,. 

Cold Spring, 

Concord, 

Farmington, 

Hebron, 

Ixonia, 

Jefferson, 

Koebkonong, 

Lake MUls, 

Milford, 

Oakland, 

Palmyra, 

BulliYan, 

Sumner, 

Waterloo, 

Waterloo Village,., 

Water town, , 

WatertownCity,.., 

Total, 

JUSBAU — 

Armenia, 

Clearfield, 

Fountain, 

Germantown, 

Kildare, 

Lemonweir, 

Lmdina, 

Lyndon, ^ 

lisbon, < 

Mauston Village,.. 

Marion, 

Neoedab, 

Orange, 

Plymoutb,..*. 

Summit, 

Seyen Mile Greek, 
Wonewoc, 

Total, 

ElXOSHA — 

Briitol, •••« 

Brigbton, 

Kenosba City, 

Pleasant Prairie, . 

Paris, 

Bandall, 

Salem,. • 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Cbildren. 


ment 


868 


$169 28 


290 


188 40 


624 


287 04 


989 


464 94 


862 


188 14 


769 


868 74 


1,296 


696 16 


768 


848 68 


642 


249 82 


629 


289 84 


428 


194 68 


680 


289 80 


641 


294 86 


167 


72 22 


666 


266 76 


162 


74 62 


960 


441 60 


8,129 


1,489 84 


18,276 


$6,182 72 


97 


$86 84 


46 


20 70 


168 


74 98 


261 


116 46 


278 


126 68 


881 


162 26 


470 


216 20 


188 


84 18 


896 


182 16 


267 


118 22 


146 


66 70 


206 


94 76 


64 


24 84 


240 


110 40 


196 


89 70 


288 


109 48 


226 


108 60 


8,761 


$1, 726 46 


896 


$181 70 


627 


242 40 


1,286 


691 10 


680 


248 80 


461 


207 46 


221 


101 66 


684 


268 64 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOHS FOB 1865.— ^onlinaed. 



Gonnties and Towns. 



KurotHA-— oontlnded. 

Bomert,.. 

WheatUnd, 



Total,. 



SnwAuvii— 
Ahnepeo,.... 

Carlton....... 

CorjTillo^.... 

Casoo, 

Franklin,... 
Kewaunee,.. 

Lincoln, 

Ifoatpelier,. 

Pieree, 

Bed Bi?er, . 



Total,.. 



La CaoBsi— 

Bangor, 

Burns,.. 

Barre, 

Campbell, 

FarmingtOD,.... 

Greenfield, 

Holland, 

Jackson, 

La Crosse City. 

Neshonoc, 

Onalaska, 

Washington,... 

Total,.... 



La Fatittb — 

Argyle, 

Belmont,.... 

Benton,.. 

Center,... 

Elk Grove, 

Fayette,.. 

Gratiot 

Kendall, 

Ifontioello, 

New Diggings, 

Shullsbnrg,.. ,,.. 

Whita Oak Springs,. 
Wayne,... ..., 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


660 


$257 60 


864 


167 44 


4,917 


$2,261 82 


275 


$126 50 


836 


154 56 


185 


62 10 


409 


188 14 


146 


67 16 


877 


173 42 


167 


76 82 


132 


60 72 


73 


33 68 


383 


176 18 


2,433 


$1, 119 18 


861 


$166 06 


281 


129 26 


468 


210 68 


174 


80 04 


867 


168 82 


826 


149 96 


176 


80 50 


286 


131 10 


1,290 


593 40 


289 


132 94 


402 


184 92 


218 


100 28 


.4,626 


$2, 127 96 


406 


$186 76 


242 


111 32 


1,004 


461 84 


917 


421 82 


505 


232 30 


471 


216 66 


665 


259 90 


451 


207 46 


207 


95 22 


717 


829 82 


1,168 


634 98 


217 


99 82 


858 


164 68 
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Apportionment op school fund income for isee.— continued. 



Coanties and Towns. 



La Fatbttb — concluded. 

Willow Springs, 

Wiota, 

Total, 



La Poi»te — 
Bajfield 



Total 



Manitowoc — 

Cato, 

Genteryille, 

Cooperate wn, 

Eaton, 

Franklin, 

Gibson, 

Kossuth, 

Liberty, < 

Manitowoc, 

Manitowoc Bapids, . 

Maple Oroye, 

Meeme, 

MisMcott, 

Newton, 

Rockland, 

Schleswig, 

Two Creeks, 

Two Rivers, 



Total, 10,028 



No. of 
ChUdren. 



Apportion- 
meni. 



Mabathon — 

Berlin, 

Eastonj 

Jenny, 

Knowlton, 
Mosinee, .. 
Marathon,. 

Stettin 

Texas, 

Weston,.... 



890 
619 



8,282 



109 



109 



628 
486 
684 
857 
620 
484 
662 
474 
1,478 
679 
808 
624 
681 
676 
223 
418 
129 
978 



$1T9 40 
284 74 



$8, 786 72 



$50 14 



$60 14 



$288 88 
228 66 
268 64 
164 22 
289 20 
199 64 
299 92 

'218 04 
679 88 

266 84 
141 68 
241 04 

267 26 
810 60 
102 68 
189 98 

69 84 
449 88 



$4,610 68 



288 


$107 18 


88 


8 68 


86 


16 10 


86 


16 10 


108 


49 68 


97 


44 62 


99 


46 64 


66 


26 76 


88 


16 18 



IM 

APPOBTIONBfBKT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOMfl 10% 7C6j.-rouimae4. 



OoiinUes aad Towns. 



Hahathoh— oonoladad. 

WauMOf 

Waosaa lillage...... 



ToUl,. 



ILLEQiniTTB— 

Buffalo,^ 

Crystal Lake,... 

Douglas, 

Harris,... 

Metan,.. 

Honiollo, 

Hoandyille, 

Neshkoro, 

Newion, 

Oxford,.. 

Paokwaukeo, ... 

Shields, 

Springfield, 

Westfield,.. 



Total,.. 



HnWAVKH — 

Franklin, 

dranTllle, , 

Greenfield, 

Lake 

Ifilwaukee, , 

Ifilwaokee Citj, . 

Oak Greek, , 

Wauwatosa, , 



Totol,. 



Hovmeir- 

' Adrian,.. 

Angelo,.. 

Clifton... 

laton, 

Glendale....... 

Greenfield,... 
Jefferson...... 

Leon,.. 

Lineoln, 

La Fayette^... 
Little FaUs,.. 

Oakdale^ 

Portland, 



No. of 
Children. 



89 
207 



1,060 



&27 
218 
208 
170 
174 
804 
178 
169 
248 
217 
199 
212 
86 
169 



2,848 



7S2 
1,077 

988 

698 

1,101 

20,600 

919 
1,171 

27, 181 



184 
168 
102 

i'24 
107 
176 
844 
198 
96 
171 
189 
162 



Apportion- 
ment. 



940 94 

12s 82 



9487 60 



9160 42 

97 98 

120 98 

78 20 
80 04 

189 84 

79 68 
78 14 

111 78 
99 82 
91 64 
97 62 
16 10 
78 14 



91, 810 08 



1(886 72 
496 42 
481 48 
818 78 
606 46 
9,480 00 
422 74 
688 66 

912,480 26 



984 64 
74 98 
46 92 

'*67'0« 
49 22 
80 60 

168 24 
91 08 
48 70 
78 66 
68 94 
74 62 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOliB FOB 1866-ooati&ii«d« 



Coanties ftnd Towns. 



No. of 
Children. 



ApportioA- 
menfc. 



ICovBOX — oondnded, 

SidgeTUlA, 

Sparta, 

Sheldon^ 

Tomalif 

WelliDgton, 

WUton, 



Total,.. 



OCOTHO— 

Little Suamico,.. 

Marinette, 

Ooonto, 

Ooonto Village,. 

Penaaukee, < 

Paalitigo, 

BOles, 



Total,.. 



OXTTAOAMIS— 

Appleton, 

BoTina, 

Blaok Creek,.. 

Bockanan, 

Center, 

Dale, 

Ellington, 

Freedom, 

Greenville, •... 
Grand Chute,. 
Hortonia........ 

Kaukauna, .... 

Liberty,.. 

Maple Creek, . 
Osborn 



Total,.. 



OasAUKKn — 

Belgium, 

CeJarburg, 

Fredonia, < 

Orafton,.. 

Mequon,. 

Port Washington,.. 
SaukTille, 



Total. 



266 
974 
177 
888 
106 
171 



9127 80 

448 04 

81 42 

176 18 

48 80 

78 66 



4,040 



$1,868 40 



78 
161 
189 
286 
128 
287 
126 



1,186 



986 
104 

21 
187 
268 
819 
829 
818 
648 
486 
812 
424 

71 
181 

T9 



4,486 



1,081 

1,028 

784 

829 

1,894 

1,078 

760 

6,984 



88 58 
69 46 
86 94 

108 66 

66 68 

109 OS 

67 96 



622 10 



468 10 

47 84 

9 66 

68 02 

180 18 

146 74 

161 84 

148 98 

249 78 

200 10 

148 62 

196 04 

82 66 

60 26 

86 84 



2,068 66 



492 66 
470 68 
860 64 
881 84 
641 34 
498 68 
849 60 

8,189 64 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME-continaed. 



Coanties and Towns. 



PlPIK— 

Albany,.. 

Durand!,.. 

Frankfort, 

Lima 

Pepin, 

Btockholm 

Wanbeek, ..... 
WaterTiUe, ... 

Total,.. 



PiSBCB — 

Clifton 

Diamond Bluff, 

El Paso 

Hartland,... 

Isabelle, 

Martelle, 

Oak Grove, 

Perry 

Pleasant Valley,., 

Prescott, 

Biyer Falls, 

Salem,' 

Trenton, 

Trimbelle, 

Union, 



Total,.. 



Polk— 

Alden 

Farmington,.«.... 

Lincoln,... 

Osceola, , 

St. Croix Falls,. 
Sterling, , 



Total,., 



PoixiGi: — 

Almond, 

Amherst, 

Amherst Village,.. 

Belmont, , 

Buena Vista, « 

Ean Pleine,... 

Grant, , 

Hull 



No. of 
Children. 



58 

295 

75 

114 

297 

48 

86 

75 

1,048 



179 

54 

49 

68 

40 

241 

143 

94 

94 

880 

819 

60 

45 

184 

15 

1,915 



145 
159 

29 
197 
123 

63 

607 



208 

"278 

162 

173 

65 

87 



Apportion- 
ment. 
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APPORTIONMENT OP SCHOOL FUND INCOME, FOE 1886.— continued. 



Counties and Towns. 



PoATAOs — oonclnded. 

Jordan Village, 

Lanark, 

lilnwood, 

New Hope, 

Plover, 

Plover Village, 

Pine Grove, 

Sharon, 

Stookton, 

Stevens Po'nt, 

Stevens Point City,, 



Total, . 



RAOI27E 

Burlington, 

Caledonia, 

Dover, , 

Mount Pleasant, 

Norway, 

Kaymond, 

Bacine City, 

Bochester, 

Waterford, 

YorkviUe, 

Total, 



No. of 
Children. 



185 

187 

56 

215 



360 
125 
226 
207 
19 
475 



2,917 



896 
1,083 
450 
877 
401 
546 
2,865 
340 
564 
522 



8,544 



Apportion- 
ment. 



$62 10 
86 02 
26 80 
98 91^ 



165 60 
67 60 

108 96 

95 22 

8 74 

218 50 



$1, 841 50 



$412 16 
498 18 
207 00 
408 42 
184 46 
251 16 

1, 817 90 
156 40 
259 44 
240 12 



$8, 930 24 



RiCHLAJID — 

Akan, 

Bloom, 

Buena Vista,. 

Dayton, 

Eagle, 

Forest,.. 

Henrietta^ 

Ithaca, 

Marshall, 

Orion,.. 

Rich wood, 

Rockbridge,... 

SyWan, 

Westford, 

Willow, 

Richland 



172 
328 
371 
259 
388 
804 
250 
498 
317 
263 
424 
290 
283 
256 
211 
482 



$79 12 
150 88 
170 66 

119 U 
178 48 
139 84 

116 00 
226 78 
146 82 

120 98 
195 04 
133 40 
180 18 

117 76 
97 06 

221 72 



Total, . 



5,091 



$2,841 86 
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AFPOmnOHUBHT OF SCHOOL FUND DIOOlfB FOE 1865--eoBUMi4. 



CowiiiM and Towns. 



Boos— 

ATon,- 

BAoii 

B«loU aty, 

Bradford,^ 

Clinton, 

ConUr, 

Fnlton, , 

Hannonj, 

JanesTille, 

jMieiTillo City,. 

Johnstown 

Umh, 

LaPrairio^ 

Magnolia, 

Milton 

Newark, 

Porter, 

Plymonth, 

Book, 

Spring Valley,... 

Tnrtle, 

Union, 



Total,... 



Saihv Gnoiz— - 

Cylon, 

Ean Galla, 

Brin Prairie, ......< 

Bmerald, 

Hammond,.. 

Hudeon, 

Hudson City,.... 

Malone^ 

Pleasant y alley,. 

Biehmond,.. 

EnsbBifor, 

St Joseph, 

Springfield, 

Star Prairie, 

Somerset...... 

Troy, 

Warren, ,.. 



Savk— 

Baraboo, .... 
Bear Creek, 
Bellona, 



No. of 


AppMtiOft- 


Children. 


aoBt. 


864 


9162 94 


818 


14i M 


1,640 


70t4O 


876 


172 96 


690 


276 64 


487 


20102 


706 


824 76 


881 


176 26 


298 


187 08 


8,748 


1,721 78 


464 


208 84 


886 


177 10 


822 


148 12 


400 


184 00 


618 


28198 


441 


202 86 


611 


286 06 


462 


212 62 


488 


224 48 


416 


191 86 


497 


228 62 


660 


808 60 


14,896 


$6,622 16 


76 


$34 96 


161 


69 46 


48 


22 08 


190 


87 40 


122 


66 12 


648 
176 


262 08 


80 60 


129 


69 84 


178 


81 88 


76 


84 96 


76 


84 60 


41 


18 86 


146 


66 70 


186 


62 10 


211 


97 06 


72 


88 12 


2,872 


$1,091 12 


980 


$427 86 


248 


114 08 


247 


118 62 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INGOMB FOB 1866-.6oaUniiMl. 



Conniies ftnd Towns. 



8AnK— eonoladed. 

BxeeUior,.. 

Fairfield, 

FrankUn,... 

Freedom,.- , 

Greenfield, 

Honey Creek,.... 

Ironton, 

LftTalle, 

Merrimaek,.-,... 

New Buffalo, 

Prairie da Sae,.. 

Beedsburg, 

Spring Oreen,.-. 

Sampler,..- 

«roy, 

Washington, 

Westfield,.- ....... 

Winfield,.. 

Woodlaxld, 



No. of 
Children. 



Total,. 



Sbawako— 

Belle Plaine,.. 

Hariland, 

Pella, 

Kiohmond...... 

Shawano,.-..., 
Wankecheou-. 



To*al,.. 



290 
201 
826 
244 
800 
448 
488 
820 
808 
841 
719 
468 
861 
897 
849 
806 
879 
284 
286 



8,178 



96 
88 
76 
80 
84 
7 



Apportion- 
ment 



$188 40 
120 06 
149 96 
112 24 

188 00 
208 78 
199 19 
147 20 

189 88 
166 86 
880 74 
216 28 
161 46 
182 62 
160 64 
140 80 
174 84 
180 64 
108 10 



$3, 769 68 



824 



Shjrbotqan — 

Abbott, 

Oreenbush,... 

Hermann,- 

Holland, 

Lima, 

Lyndon 

Mitehell, 

Moselle, 

Plymonth;- 

Bhine, •••.'.••• < 

Bassell,- 

Soott, 

Sheboygan,.-.. 

Sheboygan Falls, 

Sheboygan Falls Village,. 



689 
616 
784 
966 
782 
668 
422 
487 
889 
696 
281 
677 
607 
777 
602 



$48 70 
16 18 
84 60 
86 80 
16 64 
8 22 



$149 04 



$298 94 

287 86 
887 64 
489 80 
886 72 
268 98 
194 12 
201 OS 
886 94 
374 16 
106 26 
266 42 

288 22 
867 42 
280 92 
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APPOBTIONMBNT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOE 1865^oontinued. 



Coanties and Towns. 



SHBBOTOAN^coneladed. 

Steboygan Citj, 

WIlsoDi.. 



Total, . 



Tbbxpsalsau— 

Arcadia, 

Caledonia, 

Chase, 

Burnside, 

E.trick, 

Gale, 

Hale, 

Lincoln, 

Preston, 

Sumner, 

Trempealeau,. 

Total,... 



VlBNON — 

Bergen, 

Christiana,.... 

Clinton, , 

Coon, 

Franklin, 

Forest,.... , 

Greenwood,... 

Genoa, 

Hamburg...... 

Harmony,... .. 

Hillside, 

Jeflferson, 

Kickapoo, 

Liberty, 

Stark, 

Sterling,.. 

Union, 

Yiroqua, 

Webster, 

Whites town,., 
Wheatland,..., 

ToUl,.. 



Walwo&th — 
Bloomfield,. 
Darien, 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


1,650 


$718 00 


486 


228 56 


11, 063 


$5,088 98 


96 


$68 8S 


147 


69 62 


21 


9 66 


148 


68 08 


802 


188 92 


16 


6 90 


64 


29 44 


148 


68 08 


86 


S9 66 


464 


218 44 


1,623 


$700 68 


166 


$75 90 


800 


138 00 


170 


78 20 


159 


78 14 


8til 


166 06 


178 


79 58 


142 


65 82 


180 


69 80 


256 


117 76 


198 


88 78 


288 


182 48 


848 


160 08 


886 


177 56 


188 


61 18 


160 


78 60 


808 


14168 


98 


45 08 


667 


806 82 


288 


132 48 


160 


48 80 


168 


77 28 


4,998 


$2,299 08 


443 


$203 78 


669 


267 14 
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APPORTIONMENT OP SCHOOL FUND INCOME FOB 18«6— conimaed. 



Couuties and Towns. 



Waii f^oRTH — concluded. 

Delavao, 

East Troy, 

Elkhorn, 

GenoTa, 

Hudson, 

La Grange, 

La Fayette,... 

Linn, 

Richmond, 

Sharon, 

Sagar Crpek, 

Spring Prairie, 

Troy, 

Whitewater, 

Walworth. 

Toipi, 

Washinotov — 

Addison, 

Barton, 

Erin, 

Farmington, 

Germantown, 

Hartford, 

Jackson 

Ke^raskum, 

Polk, 

Richfield, 

Trenton, 

Wayne,... 

West Bend 

Total, 

Waukbsha— 

Brookfield, 

Delafield, 

Eagle, 

Genesee, 

Lisbon,.. 

Menomonee, 

Merton, 

Muskego, 

Mukwonsgo, 

New Berlin, 

Ooonomowoc, 

Ottawa 

Pewaukee, 

Bonunit, .....«« 



No. of 


Apportion- 


Children. 


ment. 


918 


$419 98 


589 


270 94 


876 


172 50 


808 


869 88 


629 


248 84 


608 


288 68 


490 


226 40 


826 


194 60 


888 


178 48 


686 


816 66 


404 


186 84 


467 


210 22 


440 


202 40 


1,844 


618 24 


541 


248 86 


9,794 


$4,605 24 


936 


$480 66 


637 


247 02 


714 


828 44 


761 


850 06 


1,018 


468 28 


1,094 


508 24 


836 


884 56 


648 


249 78 


1,076 


494 50 


848 


887 78 


788 


860 18 


786 


861 56 


708 


826 68 


10,684 


$4,^91 64 


805 


$370 80 


649 


262 54 


614 


236 44 


708 


826 68 


648 


252 08 


928 


426 88 


580 


266 80 


576 


264 60 


628 


286 58 


829 


881 34 


966 


44S 90 


480 


220 80 


602 


276 92 


898 


188 08 
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APFOETIOmiBNT OF SCHOOL FUKD QrcnOi 



OooBties and TowBt. 



WAVKvsHA—eonelnded. 

Vernon, 

Wankeshft, , 

ToUl, 



Wavpaoa— 

B«ar Creek ^., 
Caledonia,.!... 

Dayton^ , 

Farmington,..., 

HelTetia,.. 

lola, 

Larrabee, 

Lebanon, 

lind, . 

LitUeWolf, 

Matteson, 

Makwa 

Rojalton, 

Scandiuavia,... 
8t Lawrenco,., 

Union, 

Waupaca, 

Weyauwega,... 



Total,.. 



'Waubhaba— 

Anrora, 

Bloomfield,... 

Coloma, 

Deerfield, 

Dakota, , 

Hancock, 

Leon, 

Mt. Morritf, ... 

MarioD, 

Oasis, 

Plainfield...... 

Poysippi, 

Bose, 

Bickford, 

Springwater, . 

BaxYille 

Warren, 

Wantoma, 



Total,. 



He. of 
Children. 



449 
1,826 



10,879 



Apportion- 
ment 



$206 64 
609 96 



f6,004 84 



86 

267 
260 
289 

86 
288 

20 
168 
402 
166 

46 
864 
282 
867 
244 

48 
496 
606 



4,177 



$89 10 
109 62 
119 60 
182 94 

16 66 

109 48 

9 20 

72 68 
184 92 

76 86 

20 70 
162 84 
106 72 
168 82 
112 24 

19 78 
22816 
282 80 



866 
272 
118 

67 
104 
126 
264 
178 
216 
196 
870 
126 

69 
194 
188 
269 
246 
266 

8,620 



$1, 921 42 



$167 90 , 
126 12 I 
64 28 

80 82 I 
47 84 
67 96 I 

12141 

81 88 I 
99 86 
89 70 , 

170 20 

67 60 

8174 

89 24 

86 48 
119 14 I 
112 70 
12190 I 

$1,66610 I 



i 
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APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUND INCOMB FOB 1B66— eonoluded. 



CountieB and Towns. 



WnrNnBAQO— 

Algoma,.. 

Black Wolf,.... 

Clayton, 

Menasha, 

Neenah, 

Nekimi, 

yeponskin, .... 

Omro, 

Oshkosh, , 

OshkoshCity,, 

Poygan, 

Buahfordi 

UUoa., 

Yinland,' 

Winohester .... 
Winneoonne,. < 
Wolf Biyer,... 

Total,.. 



No of 
Children. 



Apportion- 
ment. 



176 
298 
688 
896 
888 
445 
868 
809 
8^2 
2,954 
808 
708 
477 
898 
614 
608 
109 



Weei 



Ceniralia 

Dexter, 

Grand Bapids,.. 

Lineoln, 

Bndolph, 

Saratoga,... 

Seneca, 

SIgel, 

Springfield........ 



Total,., 



10, 716 



210 



80 96 
184 78 
246 18 
412 16 
408 48 
204 78 
162 88 
872 64 
166 62 
1,858 84 
141 68 
828 88 
219 42 
180 78 
286 44 
281 88 
60 14 



4,929 86 
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TABLE NO. 7. 

TEACHEBS' CERTIFICATES. 





MAT.1S. 


¥£HALV. 


COUNTIES. 
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1 


3 


1 


1 

S 


o 
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Adams,. •• 




1 


d 
1 

12 
14 
12 




8 


77 


AnliUnH^ ,,,,, .. ... „,, 








BrowB, 




1 

1 




1 


67 


Bnifalo, 






86 


Calumet, ,..., 








72 


CUrk, 










14 


Chippewa,... 






6 

40 
19 
27 
25 
19 
88 
2 


""i"' 


"l" 


26 


Colambia, 






186 


Crawford,, 




78 


Dane, 1st diet., 








1 
1 


140 


Pane, 2d dist., 


1 
1 
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179 


Dodee. Ist dist^ 


80 


Dodge, 2d dist., 


4 


4 


6 


127 


Door 


27 


Douslas 




2 
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Dii]in,M*.....««. .••••••«. 


1 
1 
2 


9 

7 

29 
66 
88 
28 
24 

8 
24 
20 
10 

9 
24 
20 






84 


Bau Claire, 

fonddu Lao,.. 
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80 
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22 
4 
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166 


Grant, 


266 


Green, 


2 


2 
2 


144 


Green Lake, 


1 


98 


Iowa,, , 




2 


182 


Jackson, 








46 


Jefferson, , 


1 


6 
8 
1 




2 
7 
6 


166 


Juneau, , 




108 


Xenosha, 






67 


Kewaunee, 






82 


La Crosse...... ■ • 




8 

2 






78 


•La Fayette, ^ 

La Pointe, 


8 
2 


8 


8 


188 


Manitowoc, • 




82 
8 

17 

8 

19 

16 






78 


Marathon, 


1 


1 






9 


Marquette, 






89 


Milwaukee, Ist ^st 


1 
1 


1 
4 
1 
1 


2 


2 


66 


Milwaukee. 2d dist 


11 


Monroe, 






126 


Oconto, , 






8 
2 


12 


Outagamie... 




8 

88 

9 

2 

1 




81 


Osaukee, t • • 


1 


1 




80 


Penin 






87 


Pierce, 








2 
2 
6 
4 


78 


Polk, 








16 


Portage, 


1 
2 


1 


1 
1 


68 


Bacine, 


9 


82 
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TABLE NO. 7. 

TEACHEBS' CERTIFICATES. 





MALE. 


¥£HALV. 


COUNTIES. 


1 


1 


i 

o 

3 


• 

1 

1-4 


• 

1 


1 


Adams, , ;. 




1 


d 
1 

12 
14 
12 




8 


77 


Askland, 








Brown, 




1 
1 




1 


67 


Buffalo, 






86 


GiJumet, ,, ., 








72 


Clark, ; 










14 


ChipDewa 






6 

40 
19 
27 
25 
19 
88 
2 





""T 


26 


Columbia, ....« • 






186 


Crawford, 


78 










1 
1 


140 


Dane, 2d dist., 


1 
1 
1 


*•••••••. 




179 


Dodee, 1st dist 


80 


Bodge, 2d dist., 


4 




6 


127 


Door 


27 


Doufflas 




2 

••••••••• 






2 




1 
1 

2 


9 

7 

29 
66 
88 
28 
24 

8 
24 
20 
10 

9 
24 
20 






84 


Sau Claire, , 






80 


Fond du Lao, 


3 


22 
4 
5 


166 


Grant, 


266 


Green, 


2 


2 
2 


144 


Green Lake, 


1 


98 


Iowa, , 




2 


182 


Jaokson, 








46 


Jefferson, 


1 


6 
8 

1 




2 
7 
6 


166 


Juneau, , 




108 


Kenosha, 




......... 


67 


Kewaunee, • 







82 


La Crosse,...* , 




8 
2 






78 


ita Fayette, ^ 

La Pointe, 


8 
2 


8v 


8 


188 


Manitowoc, 




82 
8 

17 
8 

19 

16 






78 


'Marathon, • • 


1 


1 






9 


Marquette, 






89 


Milwaukee, Ist dist, 


1 
1 


1 
4 
1 

1 


2 


2 


66 


Milwaukee, 2d dist 


11 


Monroe, 






126 


Oconto, ...• • , 






8 
2 


12 


Outaeamie 




8 

88 

9 

2 

1 




81 


VM.WQWUAAW,. ••••••• 

Osaukee, 


1 


1 




80 


Pepin, , 






87 


_.*^ » * •• •• ••••••••••••• ••> 

Pierce, 








2 
2 
6 
4 


78 


Polk, :... 








16 


Portaire 


1 
2 


1 


1 
1 


68 


Racine, 


9 


82 



186 



TABLE NO. T^TifiACHSaS* CEBTIFICATS8-.€OBolad«d. 



\ 



COUNTIES. 



BitUaad, 

So«k«litdi«trict). 
look, 2d dUtriet).. 

St. Croix 

8a«k«... 

Bhawano, 

Sheboygan, 

I^omptaleau, 

Veraon, 

Walworth,... 

Washington, 

Waukeaha, 

Waupaca, 

Waniaara, 

Winnebaeo,. 

Wood, 



Totals, . 



MALI. 



1 



64 



I 



41 
22 

Id 

4 
18 



18 

6 

81 

84 

41 

80 

16 

8 

19 

8 



1,990 



IBHALI. 



r*. 



28 



o 



1 

4 
9 
4 
2 



181 



I 



96 

114 

98 

61 

169 

18 

76 

41 

101 

160 

84 

185 

84 

91 

186 

24 



4,838 



VoUl first iprado, 69 

Total seoond grade,... 195 

Total third grade^ 6, 828 

Total all grades, -, 7,082 



INDEX. 



Aeadomiei and semlaaries,.. • It 

Amendments to sehoel law recommended, • fU, 

Apportionment of scliool fund ineeme, ^-12S 

Attendanoe of pvpils at school, 46 

Certitoates ef teachers, 6 

Colleges and uoiTersities,^ 14-16 

Compulsory education, 49 

Cost of instruction, 10-29 

CouBtj florin ten dene J, 84 

County superintendents, meeting of. • 94 

Industrial education,... 45 

Mormal schools, 43 

PriTate schools, • 12 

Reports of county superintendents, (special.) 

Brown, 67 

Buffalo, ^ * 68 

Clark, 69 

Columbia, 6^ 

Crawford, 68 

Dane, Ist district, « 84 

Door, 66 

Dunn, « 67 

Eau Claire, 68 

Fond da Lac, 69 

Grant 70 

Iowa, 78 

Jefferson, m 76 

Juneau, 76 

Kenosha, « 78 

Kewaunee, • 80 

Manitowoc, 81 

Marquette, 81 

Milwaukee, Ist district,. 83 

Monroe, 88 

Oiaukee, ^ 84 

Pepin, 86 

Pieroe, • 87 

Polk,. 88 

PorUge,.. 89 

Book, 2d district, 91 

8t. Croix,.. 98 
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Sheboygan, 9p 

TrempeaUan, 98 

Yornon,..^ 101 

Walworth, 102 

Washington, 104 

Waupaca, -. 105 

Wood, 106 

Beports of city superintendents. 

Appleton, 109 

Fonddu Lac, 110 

Green Bay, 112 

JanesTille, • Il3 

Kenosha, 116 

Madison, 117 

Milwaukee, f 120 

Mineral Point, 120 

Oshkosh, « 121 

fiohool houses, > 10 

School house sites, 11 

School fund, 17 

School fund income, 25 

School law, amendments needed, 53 

State teachers' association, annual meeting of. 88 

Statistics, general , • 3-H4 

Taxes raised for school purposes,.. 8-9 

Teachers, number employed, 6 

Teachers, names of those holding 1st grade certificates,... 7 

Teachers' institutes, 39 

Text books, list of recommended 31 

Township system of school goyernment^... 52 

Talue of school houses, 11 

Wages of teachers, 7-8 

Webster's dictionary, distribution of. 30 
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